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1. A ſhort Eſſay on the Corn-trade and the Corn- 
laws ; containing a general relation of the preſent 
method of carrying on the Corn-trade, and the 
Purport of the Laws relating thereto in this King- 
dom; firſt printed in 1758. 

2. Conſiderations on the Laws relating to the Im- 
portation and Exportation of Corn, being an in- 

uiry what alteration may be made in them for 
= benefit of the Public; written in the beginning 
of the year 1759- : 


3. A Collection of Papers relative to the Price, Ex- 
rtation, and Importation of Corn ; with ſome 
bſervations and Calculations, ſhewing what the 

Nation may be ſuppoſed to have gained by giving 
the Bounty on the Exportation, what the quantity 
of each ſort of Corn annually Conſumed, Export- 
ed, Imported, and Grown may amount to, and the 
Proportions they ſeverally bear each to the other. 
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A general Relation of the preſent Method of carrying 
on the Corn-trade, and the Purport of the Laws 


relating thereto in this Kingdom. 
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IT may juſtly be queſtioned, whether many of the 


late Writers, who have communicated their thoughts 
to the Public concerning the Corn-trade, have not 
conſidered the affair in too reſtrained a light; as 
alſo whether the alterations they propoſe in the me- 
thod of carrying on this Trade, and the amendments 
they would make in the Laws relating thereto, would 
ſuit any other than particular Places, 

It is a quite different thing to make Laws for the 


regulation of Trade in one particular Town, and to 


make Laws for regulating ſo conſiderable a Trade 
as that of Corn 1s throughout ſo large a Kingdom 
as this of Great Britain; which muſt be acknowledg- 
ed by all, who conſider how much the annual pro- 
duce in many places falls ſhort of the general con- 
ſumption of the inhabitants, whilſt in others it ex- 
ceeds it. 

Theſe conſiderations have given riſe to the follow- 
ing Eſſay; wherein is laid down a general, but fair 
relation, in what method the Corn-trade is at pre- 
ſent carried on in theſe kingdoms ; together with the 
Laws relating thereto: and till the nature and method 
of carrying on this buſineſs in general is well un- 
derftood, it is hardly poſſible to make Laws for its 
regulation with any probability of Succeſs. 


This is verbatim as in 1758. 
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ADVERTISEMENT, 


In the edition of 1776 ſome paragraphs were added, 
which are marked thus +; the liſt of the Statutes was 
continued to 1766, ſeveral notes, references, and a 
table of contents were added ; and the whole was then 
reviſed and corrected by the Author. 
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ALTHOUGH it be the general opinion, 
that the preſent dearneſs of Corn ariſes principally 
from the Avarice of the Farmers and Iniquity of the 
Factors, Merchants, Millers; Bakers, and Dealers 


in Corn yet there is cauſe to believe, that it ariſes” 


chiefly, if not wholly, from a real ſcarcity, occa- 
fioned by the ſhort crops, which for three or four 
years paſt have been in the weſt and north-weſt parts 
of the kingdom, and from the general ſhortneſs of 
the crop throughout the whole kingdom in the year” 
1756. For, ſuppoſing the crop of the laſt year 1757 
to have been as good as. the fine proſpect in the field 
B promiſed, 
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promiſed, which there is reaſon to doubt, much of 
it. being lighter, by two or three pounds in a Buſhel, 
than in fine years, from the Blight or Mildew 
brought on by the dry weather, it would not be 
ſufficient to reduce the, Price much. or ſoon, as 
little or no old Stock was left remaining. and of 
courſe a much larger quantity of this year's growth 
muſt be already conſumed than is uſual at this Time 
of the year. To confirm theſe obſervations, if we 
recur to former Times, we ſhall find that in the year 
1693 Wheat roſe from 21. 6s. to 31. 75. per quarter, 
and was not much under that price, except in 1695, 
when it was 21. 1 38. till 1700, when it came down 
to 40s. In 1709, Wheat roſe from 21. 18. 6d. to 
gl. 188. 6d. at which Price, within fixpence, it 
continued the next year, and was not ſo low as 40s. 
till 1718. In 1740, Wheat roſe to 21. 158. from 


11. 17s. 6d. and though the clamour was at that 


time as much againft Farmers, &c. as it now 1s, and 
the harveſt of 1741 was good, both as to quantity 


and quality, yet Wheat was at 2l. 78. throughout 


that year; though in 1742 it came doun 0 41. 1as. 

and after that continued . 1 was cheap to 
1745» | | 
But, how adele e this may. fern; yet it- 
muſt be owned that the general opinion, even 
amongſt ; many perſons of rank and char acter, ap- 
pears to be on the oppoſite ſide of the queſtion. 
The dearneſs of Corn is felt; and, how to bring the 
Cape uade under ſuch . for the future as: 
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to prevent the like diſtreſs hereafter, is under the 
confiderition of the Parliament. And we may 


juſtly expect, from the integrity and abilities of the 
honourable perſons to whom this affair is com- 


mitted, that the buſineſs of the Corn- trade will be 


thoroughly examined, from the firſt throwing of 
the ſeed into the ground, to the Conſumption of the 
product in bread and drink, or the Exportation of 


ſuch part of it as may at any time be conveniently 
ſpared'; as alſo that the ſeveral Laws which, fince 


Eduard VI. have been made in relation thereto, 
with the good of bad effects they have had, and 
wherein and why the expectations of them have been 
anſwered or failed, will be carefully enquired into 


and examined, and the Laws themſelves in conſe- 
quence thereof be either confirmed or amended ® 
Corn is to be confidered both as a Food and Mer: 
chandiſe. The providing it either by growing or 
importing, its preſervation for uſe or ſale, the pre- 
paration of it for Food by grinding and baking, the 
fixing, or rather declaring, the price of bread, and 


what weight the ſame ſhould be of according to the - 
price of Corn, are particulars which have at all times, 


and in all places, been more or leſs'the care of the 
Legiſlature, and fallen under the direction of the 
Civil Magiſtrate f. The Patliaments of this king- 
dom, as appears by the Statute-book, have fre- 


No alteration was made. | 
+ See an account of the care taken in moſt civilized nations, 
Kc. by the Rev. Rich, Onely, fold by H.king, 1758. 
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quently had this matter under their conſideration, 
and generally treated it in the view we have men- 
tioned above, both as food and Merchandiſe *. in 
almoſt every Statute, which attempts any regulation 
in this Trade, we may viſibly diſcern they have 
endeavoured to order it ſo, that, while they were 
guarding againſt any thing which might tend to 
diftreſs the poor, Tillage ſhould not be diſcopraged. 
To this End they have generally fixed the prices at 
which all perſons might buy and lay up Corn, or 
export it; and ſeem to have endeavoured, by all 
poſſible means, to make the People ſee it in the 
ſame light; having in the ſpace of ſeventy- nine 
years, beginning with 1548, the 5th of Edward VI. 
and ending with 1627, the 3d of Charles I. paſl ed 
- eight ſeveral Acts, as may be ſeen in the lift at the 
end of this treatiſe, in which they have encrea 
| the Exportation-price, from 6s 8d. equal to 2058. 
ll of our Money, to 32s. the quarter. How this 
| Trade was managed: during the Civil War doth not 
[1 appear. But on the Reſtoration, in 1660, the Ex- 
portation- price was immediately ſet at 4os. ihe 
| 5 * quarter. In 1663, only three years after, it was 
it carried to 48s. By this law, it was enacted, that, 
I when Wheat doth not exceed that price, al! d 
| every perſon may buy, lay up, and keep the ſame, / 
| and ſell it again, under ſuch regulations as by the 


The Author of Les Interits de la Frence thinks it was n:ver 
| ſeen in this light till 1660, ſee Supp, chap, 2. ſec, 3. but the 
5 Statutes prove the contrary, 


l 
| 
| EG ſaid 
| 
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faid Act are lad down: which Act appears to have 
anſwered the intentions of the Legiſlature, as Wheat, 


which for 20-years before,” viz. from 1646 to 1666, 


had been on the average al. 178, 31d. per quarter, 
was for 20 years after, vis. from 1666 to 1686 only 


-21. 6s. 3d. per quarter on'the average : 'and this was 


a virtual repeal of the Acts g and 6 of Edward VI. 
and 5 Elizabeth, fo far at leaſt as they regard 


Licenſing till Wheat is 488. for, doubtleſs, upon 


paſſing this Act, many engaged in the Corn-trade 


| who were not qualified to take out Licences by the 


former Statutes, and if at any time it happened that, 
out of or between the quarter. ſeſſions, Wheat came 
to exceed 488. when none could be licenfed, it 


could not be ſuppoſed that all buying and ſelling 


Corn ſhould *ceafe till Licttwes could be granted; 
nor would it be tight to öblige fuch as were not 
qualifieq/, to take Licences by the former acts, and 
yet EI legally, while Wheat bas Under 488. by 
the authority and under the protection of chis ac, 
engaged their fortunes In this trade; immediately to 

leave off; and where would others be found, who 


| had ſufficient knowledge, or were diſpoſed and 
| ready to enter into this trade, which any might 


again reſume on the fill of the prices of Grain ? + 
It might be the intent of the propoſers or makers 
of this Law, 15 Car, II. to leave the Cora-trade, 


© ® ;, l or hath been married, an houſeholder, r 


years of age. See Stat. 5 El. c. 12, ſec, 4 and g. 
| B 3 2 
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as it en been ever ſince, Irre and open *:; 


and ſa much did the deſire of making Corn a Mer- 
chende ahen preralb, chat in the year 3670 zn act 
was: paſſed. allowing Wheat to be.exported even after 
it ended 488. paying the Cuſtom ; from. which 
Time till, 1688 the, average - price of Wheat was 
21. Gs, a, quarter; in which ꝓear, nevertheleſs, an 
acts puſſed, repealing. all cuſtom, and giving a 


- Boppty of 95 per: quarter op exportation , till it 


een 488. the quarter; after which, till 
Wheat, on the average, was 368. 3d. per 
quartes, nl shut, growing and continuing deafer 


| till 1698, the Exportation was forbid for one year, 


and then, for ꝙ months, the Bounty was ſuſpended; 
from: the expiration, of. which term, till 1709, 
Wheat, continued cheap, the average price being 
3}. 44% 5d. per, quarter; , but in chat year it 
goſe tp 31.188. 6d. per quarter, and exportation 
Was again prohibited for one ꝓear; yet Wheat Was 

neyer under. 488. till 1718; from which time, till 
apag. it continued under that price from 1725 to 
3730 it ws en the average 41,75: 8d. ang, in the 
gear 17291 an act was paſſed regarding, the Importa- 
dos 35 Aſp in 2732, ang the method of enquiring 
into the price, in order to f fix the duty on Importa- 
tion, ws Settled... From, 1729t0, 2740 the, price 
was 41,35. 7 C per quarter; in which year the price 


28 ch, 2. ſee. 8. how free and open 1 the OO have 
dest KT rs them.” 
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wis 21, 158. and the Exportation again prohitiited 
for one year. It continued at al. 74. the following 
year, but thence to 1750 the price was 1 I. 14s. 
gd. In the latter end of that year, and the begin- 
ning of 1757, growing exceſſive dear, and great 
-diſturbances ariſing under pretence of the high 
price, the patliamem again took the affair ĩnto con- 
ſideration, and paſſed one act 0 ſtop the Diftiliery®, 
another to prohibit for a year the Eaportation c and 
a third to allow the Impertation .Duty+free for mn 
time cettain ?; in all which acts, ſuch neceſſary 
clauſes were inſerted as prove:they never furgot or 
intended to oppreſs the Farmer, whilſt they en- 
deavoured to ttelieve the Poor. bom 
But Corn is ſtill dear, and the diſcontent near the 
ame, and hom far the Farnier, and others concerned 
im the Corm- trade, are or may be the cauſe thereof, 


and guilty of ill practices, or whether all or any of 


them are in fault, or in ahy degree to: blame, may 


lin ſome meafure be determined by refledting on tlie 


nature of that Trade, and: the mannet᷑ in which: each 
branch thereof is tranſacted, and the means made 
uſe of with us to provide, preſerve, and prepare 
Corn for Food; and 1 eee ROM 
ome * to mg: 1 $ To 
— 1 4 Senne 
* + 2, c. 10. nl was by webe 8 


tinued to 21 Ap, 1709. r 
* + 30G. 2. C. i. continued to 25 Mar, 1969. FAO PN 
'q dh 2. n to the 24 Aug. 1757. 634 0 y 28 Glen, 
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In regard to the procuring a ſufficient Ps ov1 910m 


f our own'Growth, or by Importation; the egiſla - 
ture ſems to have taken the following care. 
„ fFitſt, as much as poſſible by encouraging. the 
Farmer to till ſo much and, that our ;own Growth 
may be ſufficient, and, in caſe it ſhould exceed the 
conſumption, by making proviſton for a bounty to 
be paid in order to export the ſurplua, wheteby the 
Farmer's fears of n in mn are un or 

crather prevented, CVA 2. 
Secondly, by a Jaw * the Magiſtrates 
1every ſix or three months to allow of the impor- 


tation for fix. or three months to come, ana very 


moderate duty, after Wheat exceeds 0538: Ad. the 
quarter, and by the late act, fur a ĩ tine oertain, 


duty- free; in all which, as was before / oſtrved, -tite 
Intereſt of the — )? 
neceſſities of the Poor. 1 20 „1 


And here t may not be al kama 
FR the cicumſtances, and general method uf 
marketing, of our preſent Farmers, or Growers of 
Corn, and the — enen, _ —_— 


concerned in this Trade. | 1 


Now, the Farmers may be dided ine fou , 
viz. the poor Farmer, the Farmer in moderate cir- 
cumſtances, the Farmer in yd circumſtances, _ 
the rich Farmer. | 

I. The poor "ng who are very aim 
with great difficulty and labour, and ſeldom without 
dme credit, as well from the ſhopkeepers as their 

landlord, 


* 
* 
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landlord, are able to ſubſiſt themſelves and families 
till after harveſt, and their craps are generally all 


. threſhed, ſold, and gone, before Chriſtmas, or by the 
Time their lands ure in order — * into 
the ground for the next year's crop. 


2. The 2 whoſe 
' neceſſities, nevertheleſs, are ſuch, that, as each 


Seed · time, every Quarter, and Fair, come round, 
they are obliged to raiſe money to defray the ex- 
pence, pay rent, or buy in live ſtock, and if they 
Have — mann * — 
well off. et har 
3. The Farmers 8 8 who go- 
Walt have it in their power, after ſeeding their 


lands, paying rent, purchaſing live ſtock, and pay- 
ing all other expences through the year, to reſenvea 
few loads of Wheat to ſell in or after harveſt, in 
older to bear the expence thereof, and in expecta- 
tian, ifi the Seaſonm ſhould prove bad, to make 2 
better prioe than before harvæſt. lmm cn tad 


to Fortune, to keep the whole or the /greatdſt-part 
of their Crops the year over; ſpeculate on the, mar- 


| kets,' threſh out and {ell when they like the price. 


Theſe in ſome meaſure ſerve at their own private ex- 


pence the ſame: purpoſe as public Magazines, and 


without many ill Conſequences which might attend 
ſuch Magawnes , keeping a quantity of Corn al- 


| * See Supp. Aae 
ways 


| — 2 letter, ſupp. chap. the firſt, 
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ways in the nation, and the Markets from being un- 
reaſonably dear; and, whatever may be thought, 
*tlieſe men ſcarcely ever have it in their power, how- 
ever id their will, to diſtreſi the Poor; for, thelr 
numbers are but fall; comparatively ſpeaking, and 
"the waſte made by vermin makes their expence in 
keeping it very great, and frequently forces them 
-W narkst fooner than they” _— me intend 
40 go. 50 6 ! 4 214 

211The | log to be: copfidered,:i is "the 8 
* oſ· Coin when grown both for uſe and fale, 
and, in this, regard is to be had both to quantity and 
-uabity. Sucht quantity ſhould' be always" in the 
imaticm ab will be ſufficient ſor che conſumption of 
-the current year, and alſo to ſupply any accidental 
»&ficiehcy in the Crop; and this muſt be« kept ei- 
heft in public Magazines or private hands. How 
fie the Fartkers ſicep, or can keep, may beoobſetved 
efrotts the acebutit of theirufull metiioii vf Trade, 2s 
before related, from which: itt may be gathered thit 
ethe ale jn the fore part of · the tar, ii immediately 
nter harveſt ) is more than the conſumption; and if 
thelexbeſs. is dt then laid up an Granaties ) the ſame 
wed be in all -probabilitp-expertedy and: Corn be- 
-fore the next harveſt becomt᷑ ſcarce; and conſequeiit- 
Ay dear ng But this is provided n prevented by 


bats zugt deln 220 1 O 


* This-uſed te 55 the caſe ** — the Bounty was. ven, 85 i 
Ke erk VeTetnftimes Bbught their own Co oy #p4) ns 


and the _ of Berne at this day, notwithſtanding their 


Mag:zines, ag alten reduc; d,to the ſame ueccffity, ve he 
act 


in 
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a&-15 Car. TI which enables, or impowers, all 
Perſons to buy, and lay it up f in conſequencei.of 
which many ſubſiſt by ſtoring up this exceſs at their 
own riſque, add the Public, or Legiſlature, hae 
ſeldom any neteſſity to / take any care about it, and 
were deyer yet, atleaſt ſince this act paſſed; obliged 
to form Magazines, which, if ever they ſhould! be 
obliged to do, might become a very greatdiſcourage- 

mend to tillage, and the Corn- trade, ind in the end 
make Corn dearer than before; as thę Farmer, ſeeirg 
large quantities. collected together in one-view; might 
imagine Corn would never beat a priceffor the future, 


and the fear of the) market being ſpoiled by thel Ma- 


gazines heing opened would . pretent ul pytvam 
perſons from keeping; a ſufficient quantity by ther 
tao carry; on theirl huſineſs with profit; and: confes- 
quently the Trade would l dechne, or bein] a. mannet 
left off, which might beragtentied with: mam other ul 


conſequences, at preſentn impotiſible; to hi kfibvum or 


foreſeen. '.-Neither can that ch] bbrtakentorprefervt 
the Corn fram Sorruption, decay ; or Hoi diminiſtil 
or deſtroyed by wereang] in ſuch ꝓublic Magaziu 
as in private Hands, andrroonſequently the. gocdneſi 
of the quality cannot h ſo well preſerved for they 
will ſeldom be emptied: more than once a year; and 
all, who know the Corn- trade, non. how difficult it 
is in this climate to preſerve Corn ſweet, after it is 
out of the ſtraw, for the whole year roundã.̃ 7 >1: 
But, in private Hands, though the quantity may be, 
and generally is, as large as it would be in public 
Magazines, 
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Magazines, yet it is always circulating; by my 
thiſted once a month, and by ſcarcely/ any leſi than 
he times u year; in confequence of which the 
Com hath no time to deeay, acid the vermin, ſuch 
un Rats and Mice, are too! well watched /to- beper- 
xaitteil to.deftroy itz. for, was-the private tratler to 
Auffur them to make much waſte, vr the good quality 
oĩ but 2 ſmall part of what he cireulates in the year 
89: be ſpoiled, by the natural decay of the Corn, 
which js very apt ta heat, and thereby introduce an 
ibnumerable-army of Worts or Weavils it might 
bid fair to wipe off all hi profits for tliat ci. 
The 'PxEPARAtTION of, Hen Corn for Food, by 
grading] and baking, is dhe bew oonftechdan; in 
regard to / both which our Parlimments have very pro- 
perly ardgudiciouſly interfered q where Corn ii ground 
for hire, piniſhing, the Miller ii / bie rakes? more "thin 
ſhis zuſt due for toll, though-thv' grinding beiug nbi 
in moſt Plates paid for in money theſe: Luws are but 
Jictle mon g and, where Bread is baked for ſale, 
Jnaves,: becording to the price the Grain, Meal, 
vr Fleur, af which the fambris made; having regard 
to tha ſort or fineneſs of: the 'bread, by which the 
Poor are: or ought to be, ſutisfted ; that the Baker 
bath en a reaſonable Allowance; and he hath no 
rightito expect more, and if he attempts any fraud 
the —— it in his Power to puniſh * for 
* ON? . a. 1 


It 
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It were hard a0 ſay which of theſe Trades lies undet 
the wort, imputatians at . preſent ; ſome of. them are 
of a ſerious nature, many trifling, and many contrary 
to common ſenſe... What truth there is in any ar 
them, doubtleſs, the Parliament will enquire, and 
cauic thoſe to be properly puniſhed who have offended 
againſt any Law) now in being, and provide fock 
Laws * as may ſeem proper to prevent ſuch» mal» 
practices in both Trades for the future 22 — 
Laws will not reach. 

Wahn ben eiryody n iche rens give a 
general idea of the Corn-trade; yet it may not be 
improper; to be a little more particular in regard to 
the method in which it is carried on by Merchants 
nd Factors, e and — 2 
and Bakers. 

Now, Corn may Wei 
not only in regard of the Exportation to, and Im- 
portation of it from, foreign parts, but alſo jg regard 
to the buying and tranſporting it from one Art of the 
ſame Kingdom to another; ſince in many parts much 
more is grown than the inhabitants can conſume, 
and in many others enough is not grown for the uſe 
of the people ; and Merchants and Factors are em- 
ployed in this buſineſs, either buying on their own 
e. or ** commiſſion, as opportunity — 


* An Qt for regulating the Bakers, le. was paſſed, vir. 
31 G. 2. c. 9. but this chiefly reſpecting only places whore the 
Aſſize ſhall be ſet z another act, viz. 3 G. 3. c. xi, w afſed 


to regulate them where the Aſſize ſnall not be ſet. 
| And 
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And this muſt always have been the caſe, as the 
members of Cities and large Towns, being employed 
about other affairs, and often at a great diftance fron 
the growing Counties, cah neither have had leiſure 
nor opportunity to fetch it themſelves; and thoſe 
Purveyors; Laders, Badgers, Kidders, and Carriers, 
mentioned in the old Statutes, muſt have been men 
employed in the ſame ſort of Bufineſs as our preſent 
Merchants and Factors are; nor was the Statute; 
5 and 6 Edward VI. made to give riſe to, but to re- 
gulate, their method of Trade, ſome evil practices 
having crept in 'among them,” which were rather'in- 
creaſed by that Law than removed, as appears by 
5 Eliz. All which regulations ſeem to have been ren- 
dered uſeleſs, or rather repealed by Statute 15 Car. II. 
as was before obſerved, and is Corn-trade left in a 
manner free. | 

It is not to be ſuppoſed that theſe Merchants and 
Factors are averſe to large profits, or that they will 
not get what they can for their trouble; but their 
number ſeems too great for them ever to combine, 
by refuſing to ſell at reaſonable prices, to oppreſs 
the People. For, as the commodity they deal in is 
periſhable, ſhould they ever have ſuch thoughts, 
they might loſe more by the Corn growing worſe 
than gain by the contrivance, before they could at- 
tain their ends. I ſay not that it is impoſſible that 
attempts of this kind may be ſometimes made in 
particular places, but then they will generally turn 


out to the loſs of ſuch Schemers, whilft ' the 


poſt 
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poſt is regular, and the Corn- trade continues free 
for, intereſt never fleeps, and every advance of price 
is quickly known to all dealers, and a deſire of ſha- 
ring in the profit will ſoon overſtock the market. 
Mealmen and Mealfactors are employed. in Meal 
and Flour as Merchants and Factors are in Corn, 
and often have Mills of their own, though they ſame- 
times hire; but in the laſt caſe the Miller is but a 
very inconſiderable perſon, barely living when Corn 
is in plenty round his mill, and at other times being 
greatly diſtreſſed: which hath been the reaſon that 
many of them, who could raiſe a capital, have en- 
gaged in the Meal and Flour Trades, adding to their 
old occupation thoſe of Mealmen and Meal- factors. 
Having mentioned the word. Capital, it may not 
be improper to obſerve, that, to carry on every branch 
of the Corn and Flour trades, a much larger ſum of 
money 1s required. than may commonly be imagined, 
but will eaſily be believed, when it is remembered, 
that the whole is paid for in preſent money; and, 
though ſome part may be returned in a month, yer 
the whole, by thoſe who have any confiderable trade, 
is not returned more than three or four times in a 
year ; and he that cannot in plentiful markets lay-in 
a” ſtock, but is obliged to buy in proportion to his 
fales in ſhort markets, will find his trade turn out to 
little account. 
The following general Calculation may ſerve to 
illuftrate this till more. Suppoſe the whole num- 


ber of the people to be ſix millions, and that they 
each 
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each eat one quarter of Bread-corn yearly of thirty 


ſhillings value; that they each drink the produce of 
four buſhels, in the ſame time, of the value of 'ten 
ſhillings ; that the whole quantity of Oats, Beans, 
and other Corn, given to and confumed by Horſes, 


Hogs, Oxen, other Cattle and Poultry, in the fame 


time, is equal in number of quarters to half the 
quantity conſumed in Bread only; each quarter of 
which may be valued on the average at ſixteen ſhil- 
logs: And, laſtly, ſuppoſe the annual quantity ex- 
ported, though this ſeems moſt liable to be doubted, 
is equal in value to one-fixteenth part of the home 


conſumption, and that the account ſtands thus viz.* 


Quarters £ 1. 4. 
Bread Corn — — 6,000,000 at 30%. — 9,000, 000 
Corn made inte Driux — 3,000,000 at 208, — 2,000,000 
Oats, &c. for Cattle & Poultry $3,000,000 at 16s, — 2,400,000 


Total of the Home Conſumption, Value C. 1 ,400,000 
Value of Ig thereof for the Export 400,000 


Total Value of Corn confamed and exported FL. 1 $300,000 

Suppoſe the Money returned 4 Times a Year, J is C. 3,825,0c0 © 
Now let us conſider, that, though ſome few con- 
cerned in the Export may have larger dealings, yet, 
he is reckoned no ſmall Trader who returns. one 


| 


| 


hundred quarters weekly, and multitudes do not re- 
turn forty quarters in that time; and at the ſame - 


time let us reflect on the number of perſons who 


muſt be employed in the Corn-trade, to which may 
be added the Farmers and Growers, who probably 
are ten times more in number than the others, and 


See other calculations, ſupp. ch. g. ſec. 5. 
| it 
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{t may then be eaſy to judge how far it may be likely 
they ſhould all combine to inhance the price, more 
than the ſmallneſs of the quantity may require; 
as the leaſt of them all, in ſuch caſes, who ſhould 
ſell through fear, neceſſity, or inclination, would 
break the knot. It is true, an opinion or prepoſſeſ- 
fion that things are ſcarce may ſometimes accidentally 
run through the body, and raiſe the price“, but no- 
thing but a real ſcarcity can ſupport it; and though, 
perhaps, the ſteadineſs in the price of Corn may be 
deemed a certain proof of its being in plenty; yet 
tkis ſteadineſs may, in a great meaſure, be preſerved, 
if not ſometimes procured, by the Magiſtrates, as 
will be explained below. 

And here it may not be amiſs to take notice, how 
much the generality of people differ in opinion, in 
regard to the whole quantity groton g, and the pro- 
portion which the annual produce of Corn in this 
kingdom bears to the conſumption, or rather what 
the latter bears to the former; it being very common 
to hear men of good capacities and underſtanding 
aſſert, that we commonly grow enough in one year 
to ſerve two, often three, nay ſome do not ſcruple to 
advance, that in one good year we grow enough to 
ſerve ſeven years. In ſome particular pariſhes this 
poſſibly may be true, but it is very far from being the 
caſe throughout the whole kingdom. Let us only 
ſuppoſe we grow enough to ſerve fifteen months. 


| ® See Supp, ch, 2, ſee, 16, f See Supp. ch. f. ſec. 26. 
C Now, 
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Now, to make the matter plain, we ſay, that i in 
twelve months we conſume twelve quarters, and we 
ſuppoſe, that the Export and Diſtiller +: ether take 
off one quarter and half more, which . the 
truth; in this caſe the whole, uſed. and exported, 
will amount to thirteen months and a ha, and we 
have one month and a half left; which will in ten 
years amount to twelve millions of quarters, and be 
worth as many pounds at leaſt, even ſuppoſing our 
account in regard to the conſumption as above to 
exceed the truth one ſixth part. Now, we had ten 
ab good years as ever were known in ſucceſſion from 
1741 to 1751; nay, if the common opinion is right, 
we have had ſixteen. But where was the Corn ſcen 
in 1751? Or what is become of it now? Let us 
reflect on the appearance of ſtacks and fulneſs of 
barns after. harveſt in every year, and then ſay where 
ſuch a quantity could lie concealed, either in the 
ſtraw or out. It could not be. hid. Corn, even 
when threſhed, is a very bulky commodity, and re- 
quires much room to be properly preſerved; and 
when it lately happened that a great quantity of 
Wheat was imported, into London at once, which 
could not be above forty * thouſand quarters, the 
whole Importation not amounting to ſey ceity,. and 
the Merchants, who could. not, meet. with ſales, were 


* The accounts having been fince made up, it appears ts 
have been 79,610 4rs. 9 b. and that the whole Was-r$0 343 ro. 
2 b. but thi; argument will ſtill hold good, 80,000 qrs. is but 
a ſmall part of the whole annual conſumption, _ - 2 


— 


obliged 


— 
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obliged to lay it up, they found it extremely difficult 
to get ſufficient granaties for that purpoſe z and yet 
a Gentleman in appearance took the liberty to ſay, 
and that too in a public Inn, that, of his own know- 
ledge, one Man had engroſſed and laid up Wheat 
enough to ſerve the City of London and Suburbs 
three months; which is at leaſt 150,000 quarters, 
and was worth at that time near J. 400,000. So 
apt are Men to talk freely of what they have fo httle 
knowledge. 

The forementioned calculations are excluſive of 
the ſeed, which is at leaſt equal to one tenth part 
of the growth; and, almoſt every year, whilt it is 
putting into the ground, occaſions ſome ſtnall rife 
in the markets; and the mouths of the elumorous 
are thet open againſt the Engtoſſers; but they don't 
conſidef, that, at that time, the demanct is more 
than dpuble to what it is at other times; neither 


need the quantity uſed for ſeed be taken notice of, 


when we confider how much more the annual pro- 
duce ig leſſened by a failure in the Crop, of only one 
fixth part, than is taken off, on an average, by both 
Diſtiller and Exporter. | 

In the firſt calculation we ſuppoſed the quantity 
uſed” by the Diftiller to be comprehended in that 
uſed for drink, and in the ſame account the Export 
is reckoned at only one ſixteenth of the conſump- 
tion. In the laſt we reckoned both together to a+ 
mount to one eighth of the conſumption. Both 
theſe eſtimations. were ſo made in order to give the 


greater face of probability to the argument: 


C 2 Now, 


1 
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Now, ſuppoſe the annual produce of an acre in 
common, befides ſeed for the next year, is threo 
quarters of Wheat, and that one eighth, in com- 
mon, is taken off by the Diſtiller and Exporter, that 
is, three buſhels ; and then ſuppoſe the Crops -fall 
ſhort one ſixth part, amounting to four buſhels ; by 
this means there will be a diminution of one third 
more than the whole quantity taken off by the Diſ- 
tiller and Exporter, on the average, which, perhaps, 
may not have been enough conſidered. 

Let us make one ſhort reflection, and then return 
to our ſubject. The Exporter and Diſtiller, whether 
they take off one eighth, or only one ſixteenth of 
the produce, are large cuftomers, and give great 
encouragement to Tillage; for, whatever may be 
thought to the contrary, the quantity ſown will ever 
bear a proportion to the demand; and if one eighth, 
or one ſixteenth, of the demand 1s taken away, the 
Farmer finding his ſtock too large will contrive to 
leſſen it, by growing leſs; as, on the contrary, he 
will endeavour to grow more when the demand in- 
creaſes ; and for this reaſon, in dear years, the de- 


mand being, at leaſt in appearance, increaſed, a 


much larger quantity is always ſown ; and, though 
this for the preſent ſtill helps to increaſe the ſcarcity, 
it nevertheleſs makes proviſion for greater plenty the 
enſuing year. The quantity of Corn in plentiful 
years, exported and diſtilled®, may be compared to 


' # Tf theſe refletions are right, neither Exporter or Diſliller 


ſhould be too much diſcouraged, and the Diſtiller, while ſpirits 
are 
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the expences of a Man of fortune in diverſions and 
amuſements, for which he takes care to provide the 
proper funds, as well as for neceſſaries; but, theſe 
increaſing; he is content to forego his pleaſures, and 
applies what was provided for them to ſupply his 
wants, and by that means finds comfort, when other- 
wiſe he would have been in diftreſs. 

But to return to our ſubject. 

The method in-which Bakers carry-on their trade 
is different, according to their different ſituations. 
Many, in Country-places, buy all in Corn, and have 
it ground, either on hire, or at Mills of their own : 
Some buy only part in Corn, and part in Flour, or 
Meal, as opportunity offers; whilft others buy all 
they uſe, in London more particularly, in Flour, of 
the Mealmen, or Mealfactors; and theſe laſt are 
moſt capable to make good bread for a conſtancy ; 
for, the Mealmen buying larger quantities, and the 
Mealfactors having many ſorts to ſell, they ſcarcely 
ever uſe the Flour of one ſort of Wheat alone; and 
the advantage this gives them is inconceivable ; for, a 
number of ſorts, judiciouſly mixed, by the mutual 
aſfiſtance of their different qualities, arifing from the 
various ſoils on which they grow, will do much bet- 
ter than almoſt any one ſort alone. Whereas the 
Baker, who buys Corn for himſelf, is always obliged 


are uſed, ſhould have the preference in point of policy; ſince, 
it is ſaid, he pays ſixteen ſhillings and upwards for liberty to 
uſe what the Exporter hath large ſums for taking away.—Now 
by the act 33 G. II. c. g. the duties on ſpirits are ſo increaſed as 
bo amount to above three pounds per guar ter on all Corn diſtilled. 


EL ta 
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to uſe what he hath bought, though his judgement 
may have deceived him in the buying, or the market 
may nat have enabled him to provide himſelf with 
ſuch in quality as he may haye deſired; or, having 
been bought good, it may be by accident debaſed in 
grinding, each of which cucumſtances will at diffe- 
rent times be the caſe z- and, when any of them hap» 
pen to the Mealman, he will have better apportuni- 
ties of helping Aw by ſelling the Meal for a 
coarſer uſe. 
When the Bakers "RR proyided the Wheat, Meal, 
or Flour to make Bread, they are, or may be, 
bound ta make it of ſuch weight, or ſell it at ſuch 
price as the Magiſtrates ſhall order, who are autho- 
riſed by Law to ſet the ſame, according to the price 
Wiel the Grain, Meal, or Flour, whereof it is 
made, bears in the market, common or reaſonable 
allowance being made them for their labour; and 
this power of the Magiſtrate, diſcreetly exerciſed u, 
may be of great uſe in checking the too great fluctu · 
ations in the market, 
Wheat muſt alter four ſhillings in the quarter for 
the price of the peck-loaf to vary two-gence ; and 
the price of the peck-loaf being generally between 


* What is meant by diſcreetly exerciſed is explained farther 


in the paragraphs added to this edition, which are marked 


thus +. 

+ Tave-pence, this, which was faid of the old Aſſize-table, 

is alſo true of the tahle in 31 G. II. taking both forts of 

wa into the account; conſequently iheſe arguments mill 
d. 


18 pencs 


FF 3&6 


— 


col xI IDA 105 bonszzlvs. 8 


18 pence ind 3 ffillings, ber fuck Fatidtibn mah 
be Called 8; per cent, bf 5, ol the idle balue, 
which is A great deal. 

Now, ſuppöle that While thould: ay in on& 
week ciphit ſhillings per quarter, it miglit be propet 
for the Magiſtrates to raiſe or lower the weight and 
þtice of bteatt, 6 fk it Had vatied obly four filling; 
always tetdembetlag t to balance the account, which 
they will ſcarcely mifs ati opportunity of doing 
within the fpace of three months, by giving 8 che 
Baket, when he hath fuffered, for the like time that 
he hath ſuffered; as much more thati the common 
allowance 48 wilt thake uß the difference to him; 
and, on the contrary, taking from hith when the 
put hath fuffeted. 

It is trub the table of Aſſize hath provided fot an 
alteration of one penny the peck, which is two Thil- 
lings in the quattet of Corn; in regard to which 
the Mapiſtratss tnay ſometimes proceed in à diſcre- 
tional matter, as before hinted in regitd to fout 
Niffings. But they will find it impoſſible, many 
titties for a for while together, to raife and fall no 
mote than orie penny iti the peck at a time; and it 
may fottietirties happen, thougli it ĩs bteſumed very 
fAdom, that they will be obliged to vary more than 
two petice, , 

. from any accidental glut in the market . 40 0 ex 


traotdimary fall int the price ſhould EE, _ the 


wo 1 
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Magiſtrates ſhould exerciſe their power with too 
much exactneſs in fixing the Aſſize of Bread, it may 
deter thoſe who have goods, preparing or prepared, 
from bringing them to, market, and make as ſudden 
and conſiderable an alteration the other way, which 
it might be equally imprudent in them to follow in 
fixing the price of Bread, as it might tend to alarm 
the Farmer, and make him for a time withhold his 
Corn. Complaints againſt the Farmers for with- 
holding in times of ſcarcity are never wanting, and 
yet our Parliaments have not, as we know of, thought 
proper to make any Laws to compel them to ſell ; 
for which doubtleſs they had good reaſons. And 
Laws of this ſort ſeem needleſs, fince the Farmers 
in general are obliged to contrive the matter ſo, that 
their whole ſtock may be ſold by harveſt to make 
room for the growing Crop; and the returning de- 
mands they all, except a very few, have for money, 
cauſe ſome of them every market-day to ſell ſome 
ſpecies of Corn or other, and thereby as regular and 
continual ſupply in general is found as could poſſi- 
bly be dealt out under the direction of any law. 
And, from ſome years obſervation, we are perſua- 
ded, that if the ſtock in the Farmers hands had been 
annually taken account of at Chriſtmas, Eaſter, or 
any other time, nearly the ſame quantity of the Crop 
would have. been found exhauſted each year at the 
ſame time; and perhaps more would have 


found exhauſted, both in very plentiful and very | 


Icarce years, than in thoſe of moderate plentyy, In 
| the 
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the firſt caſe, more Corn muſt be ſold to raiſe the 
like ſum, and in the laſt, the increaſe of money 
ſeldom equals the ſhortneſs of the Crop, and many 
Farmers find their Barns empty before they have 
raiſed the neceſſary ſums. But, let us ſuppoſe the 
Farmer in times of ſcarcity doth not bring his Corn 
to Market in due proportion according to the time of 
the year, it is poſſible, though he regards only him- 
ſelf, this conduct may be of public utility; for, was 
he to ſupply the Market in the beginning of the year 
with as much as in good years, too great a quantity 
might be exported *, and famine ſtare us in the face 
before next harveſt. It will be replied, a reaſon- 
able: withholding may be right, but they always carry 
it to a wicked exceſs. . We allow this caſe poſſible, 
but hardly probable. The hopes of gain are always 
attended by fears of loſs ; and fear being the ſtronger 
paſſion of the two, and backed, in regard to moſt of 
them, with their returning neceſſities, though ſome 
few may be carried by avarice fo far as to withhold | 
unreaſonably, yet much the greater part, preſſed by 
neceſſity, and urged by fear, will act otherwiſe; 
and, upon the whole, the quantity fold will be 
generally found, even in ſcarce times, in proportion 
to the time of the year; and though upon any acci- 
dental riſe, as above obſerved, they may withhold 
for a time, they cannot continue to do it long, fince, 
in'a very ſhort time, Corn will be brought from 
more diſtant parts, and ſpoil their ſales, 


Fee note, page 18. 
| The 
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The power of the /Mayiftrates; in repärd tä tlie 
Aſtize, ſeems declaratory, aid, if they take cut Ab 
the Baker hath, one time with'an6thet; the eorfiratort; 
on reaſonable allowance, and fb tote; Heither the 
people nor he art itijiired z and; if the Magiſtrates 
can, in which however they ſhond act upoꝶ £66d 
informations and with great caution, by ſorietimes 
giving more and ſometimes leſs to: the Baker, keejs 
the Markets tolerably ſtendy, the places where they 
prefide will hardly ever fail of à regular fupply ? and 
perhaps ca589 may have happened within thetnbty; 
which, upon reflection, _ rare this 7 of 
ng 1 

When this Sarkphlet ved vntten, it doch th not 
here been proper, on account of the prejudites 
whiel then prevailed; and che bad oplfiom to #hieh 
altnoſt all ſorts of people were then worket! up, by 
anonymous aurhors apainſt the Farttiers ant Dealers 
in Corn; of decent on account of the trifffactiond 
having fo lately paſted, to hive filly expfkined what 
was hinted at by the words diſcresiij extreiſtd, page 30, 
the laſt paragraph, and the 7e therein mae 


which was this. 


＋ The Niagigrates in Lind hal in de- er 


1757, deen very ſtrict, and it was thought mich 
tdo haſty, in following every ſinkiug in tlie price of 


Wheat and Plduf, in ſetting tHe Affize of Bread; 
nd ſome attempts were made to reduce the pfices 
of Wheat and Fleur, by ſetting the Aﬀize -of 
Bread lower than the returned prices of them would 
6 bear, 
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bear, The conſequences of which management were 
exactly ſuch as, it is herein before faid, ſuch pro- 
ceedings, en any accidental glut in the Market , 
would produce. Such Mealmen as depended wholly, 
or chiefly, on the London Market, ſeeing they were 
to tratle on a much greater uncertainty than com- 
mon, or rather to à certain loſs, proceeded with 
great caution, and were afraid to do their uſual quan- 
tity of buſineſs: Large quantities of Corn and 
Flour, which were originally defigned for that Mar- 
ket, never came there at all; but were carried where 
it was imagined they would turn to a better or at 
leaſt a more certain account ; and many loads of 
Flour were fetched out of London again: and {6 
bare of that commodity was the City at ohe time; 
that application was made to the Lords of the 
Privy Council for advice, and it was propoſed to theis 
Loradſvips to put in execution the powers given by an a8 
of 25 Henry VIII. to fix à price, at which Wheas ani 
Flour ſhall be fold 2, and ſome Factors and Mealmen 

| Were 


* See Page 31. 

+ Their Lordſhips were told, „there was juſt 3 ta 
© ſuſpe& a combination had been entered info to raiſe the 
pride of Flour and Wheat, aud that with this view many 
„ Mealmen have ordered their Factors not to ſell the Flour 
* conſigned to them, and have actually carried great quanti- 
1 ties of Flour and Wheat back into the country, in order td 
„ make n ſcarcity in the Lands Market which may raiſe the 
40 ce. 

ut What is above obſerved in relation to the power of the 
Magiſtrate, in. regard to Bread, will hold good as to every ſpe: 
* of proviſion, and a F rench author gives us the following 


ſtory, 
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were ordered to attend the 25 Aug. 1757, which they 
accordingly did, and were examined; after which, 
more regard being had to ſet the Aſſize of Bread ac- 
cording to the returned prices of Wheat and Flour, 
the affair was ſoon. remedied ; and the ſame having 
been continued ever fince, with more regularity, 
the Markets have in general been well ſupplied. - 

- + However, it was then found, from experience, 
that the power of the Magiſtrate in ſetting the Aſſize 
of Bread is in fab, as was before hinted, only 
declaratory, or ſaying at what prices, according to 
the returned value of the grain, &c. the Baker will 
have a reaſonable living profit. - It 1s true, where 
they lie under any difficulty to-get a true return, 
they will be at a loſs how to make ſuch declaration 
with propriety: but this can only happen in ſmall 
towns or villages; and in ſuch yn it 1s beſt not 


ow, which * has is here advanced, and is an ac- 
count of the ſucceſs of an attempt to make a | regulation like 
that propoſed to the Privy Council. 

The Ox DboxxANcE of PaiLie Tag FAR, in March 1304, 
ſays, None, under pain of confiſcation of their goods, ſhall 
ſell the SETIER of the BEST WwAHEAT, Paris-meaſure, for more 
than forty /e Paris-money, and the SETI of other —— 
Corn in proportion, and of Beans and Barley at thirty /ols, of 
Oats at twenty /o/s, Bran at ten /i, and other grain in propor- 
tion. 

But, ſays my Author, this Ox boxx Ack was made in a 

eat ſcarcity, and it produced a moſt unhappy effect, in that 
it hindered the Markets from being ſupplied ; and-it was re- 
voked ſome days after by another OM DoNv ANR, dated at 
Paris in 1304, on Palm: ſunday, in which PaiLiy TAE TAIA 
permits the ſellers of Corn to get what price they can. ; 

Eſſai fur les Monnoies, Paris, 1746, 4to. fo. 35, notes 


"ta 
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to ſet the Aſſize at all: more eſpecially ſince the 
Statute of 3 Geo. III. cap. 9. brings the Bakers of 
Bread, particularly of that made of Wheat, under 
a tolerably good regulation in thoſe places where 
Magiſtrates ſhall not think fit to ſet the Aſſiaze. 

+ But, as it would be proper in ſinall Towns and 
Villages to omit, ſo in large Towns and Cities it 
will always be neceffary to ſet, the Aſſize, in order to 
ſatisfy the people that the price which the Bakers 
demand is no more than what 1s thought reaſonable 
by the Magiſtrates, and they have two rules by 
which they may judge if they have been miſtaken 
or miſled ; that is, for any conſiderable time, acci- 
dental miſtakes and impoſitions, as they are —_———_ 
ble to be avoided, are not here meant. 

+ Firſt then, if they have been induced to ſet the 
Aſſize too high, or ſo as to give the Bakers too large 
an allowance, they will find may” of them ſell for 
leſs than they allow. 

+ And, ſecondly, if on the contrary they have 
been induced to ſet it too low, they will find as in the 
above caſe the Markets badly fupplied. 

The Afſize-table || ſeems to want ſome enlarge- 
ments, no notice being therein taken what price 

* Many—there are very frequently, or ndeed generally, 
ſome who underſell; and it too often happens that they make 
themſelves ample amends in the quality or quantity, and 
ſometimes in both, | 

| A new Aſſize-table was ſettled, and the "aking-tr.de 
regulated by Stat. 31 G. II. c. 9; many of which regulations 
were by 3 G. III. c. 11, extended to places where an Atze 


ſhall not be ſet, 
Flour 
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Flour fhonld be efteemed to bear in proportion to 
Wheat; and, when this is dane, it might not be 
ammiſs to explain the method which ſhould be taken 
in ſetting the Adfize out of Corporations, which is 
now ſeldom. done, and in many places neglected, 
anly becauſe the Law feems not explicit enough on 
that head; though it may require great care in ap- 
pointing for what diſtrict the fame ſhould be fer ; 
paſfibly every HN DAZU may do; but, it fcems, a 
eentain diſtance round every Corporation; in regard 
to Land it would be beft if it were ten or twelve 
miles, fhauld be abliged to fallow the Aſfiae ſet, 
amd Orders made, by the Magiſtrate thereof; other- 
wiſe, as Bread may, and will; often be di#erent in 
its price in the 'Town and its neighbourhood, con- 
tinual diſcontent, on account thereaf, will be Kept 
up amongft the poor, which may, by the foregoing 
method of making certain diſtances round Corpora- 
tions follow the Aſſize thereof, be prevented, and 
that witliout departing from the rules of juſtice, 
fince, one time with another, the neighbourhoods 
of Cities and great 'Towns are ferved much on the 
lame terms as they are. 

Thus have we in general confidered the Corn-trade 
and Laws, endeavouring to ſhew in what methods 
the Trade is carried on, from the Farmer to. the 
Conſumer; and in what light it hath, or feems to 
have, been regarded by ſeveral. Parliaments from 
Ed. VI. to this day, wherein we could not forbear to. 
intermix a few reflections; and, if our account is 

5 generally 


cogn- ADE AVP cia wes. Ay © 


gengrally true, moſt of thafe who have xt ten upep 
this ſubject have been miſtaken :; prabably, from 
confiderivg the Co trade and Laws ay they regard 
or effect particular places, or parts of the Kingdom 
only; whereas all Jaws, made for the uſe oß the 
whole nation, ſhquld be confdered in a mare arr 
harged view. 

It is ot intended to infiquate, dt the Code 
wants no regulation, or the Laws relating. thegeta 
no Explanation or Amendment, and that the Dealers 
in Corn are a ſort of righteous Men, whe want we 
reſtraint or looking after: All that is aimed at is 


only to ſhery, that this Trade 1s at preſent under 
better regulations, andthe preſent Corn-laws, though 
they may want ſome amendments, much better 
adapted to the intended purpoſe, than ts cor 
imagined: and that, whatever may be the will. of 
particular Perſons, Providence, by the nature- of the 
commodity, the large ſums neceſfary, and the num- 
ber of hands required to carry on this. Trade, hath 
put it out of the power of the Corn factors, and all 
others concerned therein, in any. conſiderable; degree 
to oppreſs the people, more eſpecially whilſt the pro- 
ſent Laws. axe in. farce ;_ and, we are fully perſuaded, 
no better Laws in general. for. conducting this affair 
can be framed or delivered, how much ſoever, in 
particular inſtances, they may. be improved; Let us 
refle& once more upon what they ſay. 
To. the Fatmer:— Till. your land, and ſear not ha- 
ving ſo great a plenty as to be a burtlien and loſs to 
Fou, 
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you, ſer we will giev's Boatty thr tho rana 
of what can be ſpared. 

Jo the People :—Be not uneaſy at the Exportztion 
of Corn; for, when it begins to grow dear, the 
Bounty ſhall ceaſe &, and, when it is dear, it ſhall be 
imported at ſuch a moderate and proper duty as, 
whilft it adds ſo little to the price | as not to diſtreſs 


you, ſhall yet prevent ſo great a quantity being 
thrown in, as may deter our own Farmers from Til- 
lage , nay, even when it becomes neceſſary, it 
hall be imported Duty-free. 
To 


* x Wm, and M. c. 12. $ Ann. c. 29. 

1 15 Car. II. c. 7. 1 Ja. II. c. 19. 2 G. II. cap. 18, and 
5 G. II. C. 12. 

$ How far the Farmer may by Exportation, for which we 

give a Bounty, be prompted to till, or by the prohibition 
thereof generally, or abſolutely, or by the fear of large Im- 
portations, be diſcouraged from Tillage, our Legiſlators 
know ; and the following ſhort piece of Hiſtory, communicated 
to me by a Gentleman, who was an Eye-witneſs of the fads, 
may ſerve to ſhew their wiſdom and foreſight in making the 
Laws which are provided for that purpoſe. 
In Tukey, the Grand Vizir, between twenty and thirty years 
ago, ſuffered a more general Exportation of Corn to be car- 
ried on, and more openly, than any of his Predecefſors had 
done, inſomuch that three hundred French Yeſſels, from twenty 
to two hundred Tons, were, on one day, ſeen to enter Smyrna 
Bay to load Corn, and Wheat was then ſold for leſs than ſeven- 
teen pence Engliſh a Buſhel, with all the expences in putting 
the ſaine on-board included. 

From theſe open proceedings, the Janizaries and People 
took the alarm, pretended that all the Cora was going to be 
exported, and that they, in conſequence, muſt be farved ; and, 
in Conflantingple, grew ſo mutinous, that they could not be 
appeaied till the Vizir was firangled, and his body thrown out 
to them. 1 
1 is 
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Io the Corn Merchants, Factors, Mealmen, Meal- 
factors, and all concerned and employed in tranſ- 
porting Corn and Flour from the growing Counties, 
to ſuch parts where the conſumption- exceeds the 
growth, and collecting it for Exportation when al- 
lowed .—Proceed freely in your buſineſs ; for, if the 
falſe notions, which the populace may of themſelves 
conceive, or wicked Men for bad purpoſes, or for 
want of better information, may poſſeſs themſelves 
with, ſhould make them interrupt you, and forcibly 
take away, or ſpoil your property, the PLAcx *, 
where ſuch interruption happens, ſhall pay the da- 


His Succeffor took particular care not to ſplit on the me 
rock, and would ſuffer no Exportation at all; many of the 
Farmers, who looked on the Exportation as their greateſt de- 
mand, negleted Tillage to fave their rents, which, in that 
Country are paid either in kind or in proportion to their Crops, 
to ſuch a degree, that in leſs than three years the ſame quan- 
tity of Corn, which, in time of Export, ſold for not quite ſe- 
venteen pence, was worth more than fix ſhillings, and the diſ- 
treſſes of the People in Smyrne were ſuch, that every bakehouſe, 
and Magazine of Corn, was obliged to have a military guard, 
which took care that no one Perſon ſhould have more than a 
fixed quantity ; and, fo ſtriftly was this Order obſerved, that 
an Engliſh ſhip in the Turkey-trade was detained from failing 
ſome time for want of Bread. 

The ill conſequences of theſe ings were not removed 
in many years, and, to this day, the fate of the Vizir, as an 
unfortunate good Man, is lamented, 

While we have a Parliament, we need not fear ſuch ill con- 
ſequences from the miſtaken notions of the People, or the Far- 
mer, but, withid memory, the People, in more parts of Grea: - 
Britain than one, have proceeded to Extremities upon as miſ- 
taken principles ns the People at Conflantinople did in the caſe 


above related, and which, if they had not been timely checked, 


might have proved as much to their own diſadvantage. 
®* 1x George II. c 23. | 


D mage, 
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mage, or thoſe who do i It ſhall be puniſhed. But let 
not this promiſe of protection and recompence be 
ill received, and ungratefully returned by you, as 
to induce you to endeavour to get an unreaſonable 
Gain, and to oppreſs the Poor; for, in that caſe, 
we will ſet a price on your commodity 2, and N. 
niſh you, if you do not comply with our Orders; 
yet this ſhall be done, not by any inferior Magiſ- 
trates, who by their connections may, however well 
they intend, be biaſſed either for or againſt you, or 
for want of proper information may give improper 
Orders, but by the King's Privy Council, and great 
Officers of ftate, or any ſeven. of them, of which 
the Lord Chancellor, Lord Treafurer, Lord Prefi- 
dent, or Lord Privy Seal, ſhall be one, who being 
beſt appriſed of what is fit to be done throughout 
the whole Realm, and in every part thereof, are, 
for that reaſon, the moſt capable to judge and the 
only proper Perſons to be truſted in what is fit to be 
done i in this affair. 

In regard to the Bakers, it is true, we have truſted 
them to Magiſtrates of Corporations and Juſtices of 
the Peace, who have a clear rule for their conduct. 
But, while the Bakers act uprightly, they may Pro- 
ceed with the ſame freedom and fafety as all others 

may in the carrying on their branch of the Corn- 
trade. ; 

In this ſmall compaſs may be ſeen a general view 
and purport of moſt of our Laws relating to the 
. , except thoſe regarding Malt, Markets, 


1 25 Hen, VIII. c. 2. 


and 
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and Meaſures, and which it might be poſſible to re- 
duce, except the Baking- act, which ſeems neceſſary 
to be kept apart, into one plain act of Parliament; 
in which, though ſome amendments may be made, 
we are bold to ſay, the general PLAN cannot be im- 
proved. 

Here a queſtion naturally ariſes, how, and in what 
reſpects, can thoſe amendments in our Corn-laws be 
made? To this, of myſelf I preſume to ſay little, 
but what I have heard from ſome able Men, who 
ſeem to underſtand the affair, 1 ſhall take the liberty 
to put down. 

Let the Bounty on Wheat be reduced to 48. per 
quarter, and on other Grain in proportion, and pay- 
able on Wheat to 40s. Rye to 26s. Barley and Malt 
to 20s. yet when they exceed theſe prices, and do 
not exceed the old Exportation-prices, let them be 
freely exported ; and, when they exceed thoſe prices, 
let Exportation ceaſe, except to our own ſubjects 
abroad in our ſervice, and the Garriſons in bur 
Forts, and ſuch as ought to be excepted, and then 
let Corn be imported at the preſent low duties, till 
it ſhall have riſen, wheat to 54s. and other Grain 
in proportion ; and, after that, duty-free, taking care 
not to make the Law ſo poſitive, but that the King, 
by the advice of his Council, when he ſhall think 
proper, though Corn ſhall be under the Exportation- 
prices, may forbid the Exportation of every or any 


* See this ſtated at large in the Confideratiors of the Laws 
relating to the Importation and Exportation of Corn, 


D 2 Species 
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Species thereof, for a time to he limited : And, to 
prevent conſuſion, let the Juſtices of the peace, in 


each Quarter- ſeſſions, and the Privy Council at alt 
times, have power to enquire into the prices of Corn 


in each Port, and certify the ſame to the Cuſtomer 
thereof; and let ſuch prices, as they ſhall certify, 
for three months after, be his guide, except, the 
King in Council ſhall order otherwiſe, in'regard to 
paying the Bounty, permitting the Export without 
Bounty, topping the Exportation, and permitting 
the Importation at the low Duty or Duty-free, the 
preſent method of obtaining the Bounty by affidavit, 
in regard to the Market-price, in all Ports where no 
ſuch Certificate ſhall be in force, being till 0 
Jerved. 

Two things, they pretend, ought to be taken ef- 
Pecial Care of, viz. to guard againſt the Bounty be- 
ing paid for Corn not exported, which they affirm 
formerly to have been the caſe, and to Protect, at 
all times, Perſons who may be engaged in carrying 
Corn, or Flour, from ane part of the kingdom to 
another, that the whole may have, as near as may 
be, an ęqual ſhare ef the bleſſings of Providence; 
otherwiſe, whilſt a Bounty may. be paying in one 
place for the Exportation of Corn, another part of 
the Kingdom may almoſt ſuffer famine. So much 
for the general Laws about Corn. | 

As to the Laws about Malt, it would be needlefs 
to mention them here, fince they, in their Execu- 
tion, are under the Commiſſioners of Exciſe. 


In 
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In regard to the Laws about Markets, they ſeem 
not full or explicit enough, or to be grown by the 
alterations of times in a manner uſeleſs, or rather 
impoſſible to be uſed ; befides, the Statute 3 and 6 
of Edward VI. as far as relates to We/tmoreland, Cum- 


tome 
ity, berland, Cheſter, Lancaſter, and York, and all foreign 
„ the victuals imported, except Fiſh and Salt, is by 5 and 
rd to 13 of Elizabeth altered, or repealed ; by Statutes 2r 
node of James I. and 3 of Car. I. till Wheat is 328. any 
itting Perſon may buy it“ in Market or out of Market; 
, the and by 15 of Cor. II. this Act is farther altered, as 
lavit, hath been before obſerved. 
ne A notion had ſome time prevailed, that buying 
ob- Corn by Sample is Fox RSTALLIxe, and contrary to 
| Law, which ſeems to be a miſtake. The Statute of 
\ off: Edward VI. ſays fo plainly what Foreſtalling is, that 
be- it may be wondered how ſuch a notion could prevail. 
fem It is buying any thing coming, or making a bargain 
t, at for any thing coming, before the ſame ſhall be in the 


ying Market, or perſuading Perſons coming to abſtain. 
** Now what hath this to do with Samples? In many 
may places it is not practicable to bring all into the Mar- 

ket, or, if it were, would it be reaſonable? Or 


1 * And yet Howell, afterwards Clerk of the Council, in a 
t of Letter trom Rouen, dated Sep. 7, 1619, ſays, ** "Tis true Eng- 
uch %% hath a good Repute abroad tor her Fertility, yet, be 
| * our Harveſts never ſo kindly, and our Crops never fo plen- 
6 tiful, we have every year commonly ſome Graiu from thence, 
* {France} or from Dantzic, and other places imported by 
« the Merchant.“ The alteration or different ſituation be- 
tween theſe times and thoſe, in regard to out plenty, need not 

be mentioned, 
could 
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could it ever be intended, that in ſuch Towns, and 
many ſuch there are, where from 300 to 2000 quar- 
ters are ſold every Market-day, and whoſe inhabi- 
tants do not conſume 2000 quarters of Bread-corn in 
a whole year, every part of the quantity ſold ſhould 
be pitched in the Market, after having been drawn 
many miles, and that, perhaps, through very bad 
roads, to be drawn afterwards poſſibly another way 
as many miles more, nay ſometimes directly back 
again by the Farmer's own door, to be ground, or 
put on Ship-board, either for the uſe of diſtant parts 
of the Kingdom, or foreign parts. 

There is a cuſtom fill retained in ws which 
ſeems to explain this affair, and to have been at firſt 
introduced to prevent Foreſtalling; which is this, 
no Corn is permitted to be meaſured till a Sample is 
carried to the Lord Mayor, who is thereby not only 
apprized of its Arrival himſelf, but alſo of its Fitneſs 
For Man' Uſe, and hath, by his Crier, an opportu- 
nity to give notice to the whole City of its arrival, 
and then grants his permit to the perſon requeſting 
to meaſure and take up his Corn, either for ſale, or 
to put in Granaries. 

ReGRATING is ſelling viFuals, in which Corn is 
included, bought in the ſame Market, or within four 
miles thereof, again, except-to each Perſon for his 
Family, which, however, by Stat. 15 Car. II. may 
now be done after three months. 

Now, however neceflary it may be to prevent 
thoſe who, knowing the particular ſort of Corn that 

their 
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their neighbours may want, or taking advantage o 
ignorant or idle People which come late to Market, 
engroſs what they can early in the morning, and 
then, out of pure friendſhip, ſpare it again on the 
ſame day; yet the general and ſtrict execution of 
this clauſe would be hurtful; for, who would ven- 
ture, in London more particularly, to buy and lay 
up any Corn when the Market is overſtocked, if he 
was obliged, either not to ſell it in the ſame Market 
again at all, or not till after three months? or how 
would that Market be ſupplied ? moſt certainly very 
ſparingly, where any the leaſt ſurplus muſt either be 
laid up at the expence of the Importer, who gene- 
rally wants the Money, or elſe fold for next to no- 
thing. So ſenſible were our Legiſlators of this, that, 
when Corn is imported, if the importer cannot fell 
it but to loſs, it may be re-exported to foreign parts, 
and great part of the duty will be returned :* and, 
if he takes care to report his ſhip for Exportation, 


and keep her without the Port, he may, if he diſ- 


likes the price, go to any other port of the King- 
dom which otherwiſe he cannot. | 
In6ro8s1NG of Corn is getting it into poſſeſſion 
with intent to ſell it again, except by perſons pro- 
perly qualified, or lawfully authorized, which every 


Man now is, till Wheat is 48s. by Statute 15 Car. II. 


in regard to which enough hath been ſaid before. 
In this, as was before obſerved in relation to the 
Carn-laws, it is not intended to inſinuate, that no 


See Book of Rates, title Cory. | 
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Laws can be enacted for the better regulation of the 
Markets; for, there certainly may, but only to ſhew, 
at leaſt, that we think that the old Laws could not 
have the intention, in their firſt inſtitution, which 
ſome Men may imagine ; and that, till every Mar- 
ket in the Kingdom is exactly, or at leaſt nearly, in 
the ſame circumſtances, or the growth of Corn is 
nearly the ſame throughout the whole Nation, no 
one general Law ſeems poſſible to be made, which 
will properly, at all times and in all caſes, regulate 
them all; yet it may be preſumed, that, upon ap- 
plication from any particular Place, the Parliament 
would paſs a temporary act to regulate their markets, 
and their experience might be of great uſe in ſer- 
ving to ſhew, how far it would be proper to put other 
Places in the ſame or like circumſtances on the ſame 
footing. 'That which bids the faireſt to ſuit theni 
all is, to cauſe a certain hour for the opening of 
each Market to be fixed, and to make it penal to ſell 
any Corn before notice is given by a Bell or other- 
wiſe, and then thoſe, who are not in time, ney 
blame themſclves, 

Meaſures have been attempted to be regulated to 
no purpoſe, as appears by many Acts ſince Mogna * 
Charta, which is now 500 years ago, by obliging all 
Perſons to uſe the like ; and, it may be feared, there- 
are difficulties to be ſurmounted, which may retard 


their regulation as yet for a long while®, 


Since this was written, two or three Committees of the 
Houſe of Commons have taken great pains in. regard to Weights 
aud Meaſures ; but the difficuliies are not yet got over. 


+ We 
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. + We ſhall mention only one, which it ſeems 
would not be eaſily got over, in regard to the mea- 
ſure of Corn ; where the poor buy it for their own 
uſe, and a large buſhel is at preſent uſed ; for there 
it would be very difficult, if it was reduced to the 
preſent ſtandard, to ſatisfy them that they received 
no injury by the reduction. 

+ For inſtance, let us ſuppoſe the act to com- 
mence in a place where the meaſure of the buſhel of 
Wheat is nine gallons, the weight 72 lb. and the 
price 45. 6d. this buſhel, being reduced to eight gal- 
lons of the weight of 641b. and to the price of 48. 
would at firſt give no offence; nor ſo long as the 
price ſhould remain under four ſhillings, as it would 
be plain that although the fize and weight of the bu- 
ſhel were leſs than before, the price was alſo reduced 
in a due proportion; but whenever it ſhould happen 
that the eight-gallon buſhel was fold for 48. 6d. then 
the poor would be apt to grow diſcontented, and ſay, 
the buſhel is lefſened, and yet the price is raiſed, 
and it would not be an eaſy matter to perſuade them 
to believe, that, if it was ſtill nine gallons, the value 
would be more than five ſhillings, 

In the mean time, if it were enacted, that in 
every Market-houſe in Great Britain, or ſome more 
conſpicuous place in every Market-town, the con- 
tents of the buſhel, and other meaſures, in Win- 
cheſter quarts and pints, ſhould be written up, and 
kept continually legible, and every Perſon ſelling 
Corn there ſhould be bound, without expreſs men- 
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tion being made thereof, and in caſe no expreſs men- 
tion be made at the Bargain- making to the contrary, 
to deliver the Perſon to whom he ſells the quantity 
ſor the Buſhel, or other meaſure, as ſo written up, 
and at the ſame time it ſhould be prohibited to de- 
part from the uſe of the cuſtomary meaſure to any 
other but the legal or Mincheſter meaſure. - | 

Many good ends might be anſwered by this regula- 
tion ; every Stranger coming into the Market would 
know what meaſure he is to expect; and, if certifi- 
cates of the meaſures uſed in each Market were tranſ- 
mitted to the Exciſe, the whole might be made 
into a kind of alphabet, by which every Perſon 
would be enabled to find the various meaſures uſed 

in every part of the nation. 

The Statute 15 Car. II. fixes the prices at which 
all other Sorts of Grain may be laid up, as well as 
Wheat, and Stat. 1 Will. and. Mary gives a Bounty 
on the Exportation of Rye, Barley, and Wheatmeal, 
as well as Wheat, and Stat. 5 Ann, on Oatmeal, but 
it was thought proper to take notice of Wheat only 
in this Effay 1 in order to avoid prolixity. 

The prices of Wheat mentioned herein are taken 
from the Regiſter of Eton College, an abſtract of 
which from 1646 follows; and we will cloſe the 
whole with a Lift of the Statutes above referred to, 
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Note, Theſe are the prices of the very beſt Wheat; 
beſides the meaſure there is full nine gallons ; ſo that, 
deducting 2s. for the fineneſs, and one e ninth for the 
meaſure, the prices will ſtand thus, viz. 


* 


d. 
From 1646 to 1626 —— 77 4 Wincheſter Meaſure, 
1686 t 1736 — — 115 Dino. 
laſt 
iner . 2, 5 per Quarter 


In 1688, the Bounty on Exportation was firſt 
given, and wheat having on the average been ſo 
much cheaper ever ſince ſhews, that the Law then 
made was a good Law, as well as 15 Car. II. for, if 
only two-thirds of the Corn conſumed in Bread hath 
been Wheat, and the above Regiſter is true, the 
Money, which hath been ſaved annually in that ar- 
ticle only, amounts to above a million and @ half of 
Money * ; an almoſt incredible ſum, and more than 
four times the ſum paid for Bounty on the Exporta- 
tion of all ſorts of Corn in the year of the greateſt 
Export ever known; beſides the ready money which 
hath been brought into the nation for the Corn ex- 
ported. 


® See the account ſtated in the Collection of Papers, Trac 
the Third, 
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Thbeſe are all the moſt material Statutes we can 
find relative to the Corn-trade ; and it is remark- 
able, that, although the Bounty hath been before 
ſuſpended, and the Exportation prohibited, yet, 
till 1757, the Importation was never allowed duty- 
ee. 

The following papers, which were before added, 
are here continued by way of Appendix; the writers 
are entirely unknown to the Author, nor doth he 
know how he came by them, but thinks they were 
given away at the door of the Houſe of Commons, 
and in his opinion ſhould not be loſt, as they not 
only contain ſome things which have ſlipped him in 
che Eſſay; but alſo explain ſome of thoſe, he hath 


mentioned, in a better and clearer manner chan o_ 
Sa gene, ; 
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Jamary 19 1757] 


MEMORIAL | 


FOR THE 


ROYAL BOROUGHS O SCOTLAND: 
AI is how paſt all Doubt with thi Uiſcerting | 
Part of this Nation, that the preſent high Prices of 
Grain proceed from the great Deficieneies that hap- 
pened in the two laſt Crops. The firſt was altnoſt 
entitely conſurned before the laſt was got well off the 
'Gtound; afid the laſt proves extremely W PO 
both in in Quaritity and Quality, J. 
Is is therefore perfectly evident, that an Addition 
to the Quantity can alone relieve the Diſtreſſes of 
the Poor and labouring People. It is this, and this 
only, which will reduce the preſent exorbitant price 
of Grain in the populous, graſing, and manufactu- 
ring, Counties, which never yield Grain ſufficient 
for their own Subſiſtence, where the Poor preſentiy 
labour under extreme Diſtreſs, and which, it is too 
5 | greatly 
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greatly to be feared, muſt even increaſe, if ſome ef- 
fectual Meaſures be not immediately taken for their 
Relief. 

It would be highly proper to ſuſpend the Datics 
on the Importation of all kinds of Grain fora limited 
Time, in order to encourage the bringing Corn 
from abroad to ſupply the Wants of the Poor, and 
thereby to ſupport the Trade and Manufactures of 
the Nation, which otherwiſe muſt ſuffer in a very 
high Degree. But, at the ſame time that the Legiſ- 
lature ſhould be attentive to/ ſuch Meaſures as will 
not only reduce the preſent Prices, and prevent their 
growing higher, they ſhould alſo be careful to pre- 
vent any unneceflary Conſumption of foreign Grain ; 
as that muſt drain the Iſland of ſo much of her Trea- 
ſure, and in ſome Degree * 
and abate her Strength. 

To this End it is of high Importance, chat * 
Communication be rendered as free and eaſy as poſ- 
ſible, from the growing Counties to thoſe who never 
produce enough for their own Conſumption. The 
Legiſlature ought therefore to conſider, how to pre- 
vent the preſent riotous Proceedings of the common 
People, their ſeizing, on the Rivers and High-roads, 
the Corn going to or coming from the public Markets 
or Shipping Ports, and ſelling it off, or otherwiſe 
diſtributing it as they pleaſe, in open Defiance of 
the Laws. | f 

It is to be obſerved too, that theſe Proceedings de- 
mand the ſtricter Attention, that they prevail chiefly 

in 
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in the growing Counties, thereby” preventing the 
Bupplies from going to the populous manufacturing 
Diſtrits which are in real Want. The leaſt Evil 
that enſues from ſuch Abuſes is inhancing the price 
n a great Degree, by increaſing the Riſk and Charge 
of the Adventurer. 
The Old Laws which were made before Commerce 
was well underſtood, thoſe, to wit, of the 5th and 
6th Edward VI. and of the 5th of Eljzabeth, ſeem 
to have a conſiderable Tendency to increaſe the Prices 
to the manufacturing Counties, They lay many 
Reſtraints upon the Purchaſers of Corn, and ſub- 
ject them to heavy Penalties, which they are liable 
to incur by very innocent Miſtakes. Hence Per- 
ſons of Character and Subſtance in many Places now 
decline all Concern or Adventure in Grain, to the 
great Detriment and Diſtreſs of the Diſtricts diftant 
from the Places of Growth, which were in uſe to be 
ſupplied by their Means, and can .hardly indeed be 
ſupplied otherwiſe. It is true, that, in order to 
abate the Rigour of theſe Statutes, there was a Law 
paſſed in the 15th of Charles II. whereby it was 
enacted, cap. 7. f. 4. ** That when the Prices of 
6 Corn or Grain, Wincheſter Meaſure, do not ex. 
* ceed the Rates following at the Markets, Havens, 
4 or Places, where the ſame ſhall be bought, vi. 
* the Quarter of Wheat 48s, the Quarter of Rye 
“ 328. the Quarter of Barley or Malt 28s. the 
* Quarter of Buck-W heat 28s. the Quarter of Oats 
65 * and 4d. the Quarter of Peaſe or Beans 328. 
E F* that 
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5* that then it ſhall be lawful for all and every Perſon 
and Perſons (not foreſtalling nor ſelling the ſame 
in the ſame Market within three Months after the 
buying thereof) to buy in open Markets, and to 
$ lay up and keep in his or their Granaries or Houſes, 
© and to ſell again ſuch Corn or Grain of the Kinds 
« aforeſaid, as without Fraud or Covin ſhall have 
been bought at or under the Prices before expreſſed, 
«© without incurring any Penalty; any Law, Statute, 
or Uſage, to the contrary notwithſtanding.” 
This Act, it muſt be acknowledged, does in ſome 


Degree mitigate the Acts of Edward and Elizabeth. 


But it is to be obſerved, that the Prices therein ſpe- 
cified bear no juſt Proportion to each other, eſpeci- 
ally thoſe of Wheat, Barley, and Oats; the firſt 
being rated at 48s. the next at 28s. and the laſt at 
13s. 4d. per Quarter. It is well known, that 
Wheat and Barley ſeldom now reach theſe Prices, 
but that good Oats exceed the Price at which they 
are rated almoſt as often as they fall ſhort of it. 

The Proportion may have been very juſt at the 
Time this Law was made; but the Alteration in 
Conſumption, Produce, or Quality, has put thoſe 


Articles on a very different Footing ; ſo that now, 
when Wheat bears the Price of 48s. the Quarter, 


and Barley 28s, Oats cannot well be under 20 or 
218. | 

Mr. King, a very ingenious and accurate Calcu- 
Jator, in his Computation of the Land- product of 
Englund given by Dr. Davenant, eſtimates, that, in 
| | a Year 


APPENDIX, 59 


4 Tear of moderate Plenty, the Wheat ſells at 288. 
the Quarter, Rye at 20s. Barley at 16s. Oats at 128. 
and Peaſe and Beans 20s. He likewiſe tells us, that 
one tenth of Defect in the Harveſt will raiſe the 
Price of Corn about three tenths above the common 
Rate; that two tenths of Defect will advance the 
Price eight tenths, and three tenths Deficiency will 
advance it about one and . If we ſuppoſe his 
Computation any Thing nearly juſt, and that the 
Price of Oats, in ordinary Years of Plenty, may be 
rated at 12s. a Quarter, ſurely their advancing above 
13s. 4d. muſt very frequeatly happen. To lay any 
Reftraint therefore upon the purchaſing of Oats when 
at that Rate is doing great Injuſtice to the Farmers 
and Landholders of the growing Counties, as well as 
to thoſe which always ſtand in need of Supply; pre- 
venting the firſt from obtaining ſo good Prices as 


they might and ought to obtain, and the others from 


being ſupplied ſo freely, and on ſuch eaſy Terms, 
as they would if they were relieved from ſuch Re- 
ſtrictions. 

It would be proper, therefore, that a Review was 
made of this Law; that the buying of Oats was re- 
lieved from any Reſtraint, except when they ſhall 
exceed 208. to 218. the Quarter, which will bring 
them on a par with other Grain contained in the Act 
of Charles II. It is ſurely for the Advantage of the 
whole Nation, that no Part of it ſhould enjoy a Mo- 
nopoly againſt another; and that every Part ſhould 


be cultivated to the greateſt Advantage. Some Diſ- 
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tricts _ found moſt proper for Tillage, others for 
Graſing; the Produce of both is equally neceſſary 
for the Support of the People. The Legiſlature 
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ought therefore, at all Times, to have in view the 
rendering the Circulation of the different Products 
into all Quarters of the Kingdom as eaſy and free 
from Reſtraints as poſſible: For every Reſtraint muſt 
leſſen the Value to the Grower, and inhance the 
Price to the Conſumer; eſpecially when the Article 
conſumed is to be brought from Places that are diſ- 
tant. The immediate reviſing of this Statute be- 


comes the more neceſſary, that the Juſtices of the 


Peace, in the Counties of Northumberland and Dur- 
bam, have refuſed to give Licences for the buying of 
Corn in the Terms pointed out by Law, though the 
Price of Oats is far from being high in thoſe Coun- 
ties; and it is well known, that Agriculture has, 
within thirty years paſt, ſo increaſed in the firſt of 
them, that the People cannot, even in the very worſt 
Year, conſume near the Produce of that County: 
So, if ſome Method is not taken to check the in- 
creaſing riotous Diſpoſition of the People there, and 
to relieve all Doubts and Difficulties which the Juſ- 
tices may have in regard to the Laws, the Corn there 
may be coopt up in the Hands of the Farmers 
without Sale, to the Detriment of the landed Inte» 
reſt, and Diſtreſs of the manufacturing Counties, 
which conſume Oats in Bread, and demand iummes+ 
diate Supplies. It may alſo occaſion an unneceſſary 
Exportation of the Nation's Subſtance, þy creating 
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greater Demand from abroad for that Article than 
would be requiſite, if the Communication between 
the growing and manufacturing Counties was ren- 
dered ſtee, open, and ſafe. Therefore, if any Mea- 
ſure ſhould be taken for ſuſpending the Duties on 
Importation of Grain, it is of great Importance, 
that ſomething effectual ſhould, in the firſt place, 
be done towards quelling the pteſent riotous Spirit 
that too much prevails; and rendering the purcha- 
ſing and Tranſportation of Oats from the growing 
Counties to the diftant Markets as ſafe and eaſy as 
that of any other Grain. 

To thoſe who have Occaſion to know the Situa- 
tion of the Kingdom in regard to that Article, the 
ſaſpending the Duties upon the Importation of Grain 
appzars every Day more and more requiſite, to pre- 
ſerve the Lives of many of his Majeſty's Subjects. 
It is, however, a Meaſure that ought to be conduct- 
ed wich great Delicacy, left the landed Intereſt and 
Agriculture of the Nation — 
Importation. 

The Duties ought therefore to be taken off only 
for a limited Time, with Power to his Majeſty and 
Council to prolong the Time, as they ſee Cauſe. 
On the other hand, Supplies from abroad are abſo- 
lutely neceſſary, and this Nation can only have them 
from Countties that lie very diſtant ; therefore the 
Time of Sufpenfion ſhould not be too muck Hrrüted, 
left it fruſtrate the Intention, by venting many 
Perſons from CCS: * x Uncertainty as 


they 
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they muſt be under, whether they ſhall be allowed. 
to import the Corn after it ſhall arrive; the Duties 
upon every kind of Grain, except Oats, being equal 
to a Prohibition, unleſs the Prices ſhould go ſo high 
as can happen only from the moſt diſmal Famine. 

As the Culture of Land is of the higheſt Impor- 
tance to this Nation, every Way of encouraging 
Agriculture ought to be carefully ſought after and 
+ Cheriſhed ; and every viſible Obſtruction to its Im- 
provement, and whatever tends to leſſen the Value 
of its Product, ought to be removed. It were a 
Pity an Opportunity of doing any Thing to anſwer 
theſe Ends ſhould be loſt ; and none can offer more 
favourable than the preſent, when the Scarcity of 
Corn has occaſioned a Bill on that Subject to be 
brought into Parliament. c 

One great Hindrance, and needleſs Load, upon 
carrying the Produce of the Lands of Britain to the 
proper Markets within the Iſland, is that of exacting 
Coaſt-Cockets, and Bonds under high Penalties, for 
all Corn that may be tranſported coaſtwiſe, from one 
Place of Britain to another, without the Bounds of 
any navigable River. This Method is attended not 
only with very great Delay and Charge to all Perſons 
concerned in the ſhipping of Corn, but alſo with 
the greateſt Trouble and Hindrance to the Naviga- 
tion; and there have been Inſtances, wherein, by 
Neglect of ſending the proper Certificates for relie- 
ving theſe Bonds, that ſome Mariners and others have 
been ruined by Proſecutions following thereupon, 
| though 
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though there is not the leaſt Neceſſity fof any fuch 
Securities being granted; and it might be ſhewn, 
that, in many Caſes, the taking of them may be 
even hurtful to his Majeſty's Revenue. 
By the Act 13th and 14th of Charles II. intituled, 
An AA for preventing Frauds and Abuſes in hit Ma- 
Jefly's Caftoms, it is enacted, That if any Goods, 
«* Wares, or Merchandiſes, ſhall be ſhipped, or put 
aboard, to be carried forth to the open Sea, from 
any Port, Creek, or Member, &c. to be landed 
at any other Place of this Realm, without 4 Suf- 
e ferance or Warrant firſt had and obtained from 
„the Managers of his Majeſty's Cuſtoms, all ſuch 
«© Wares and Merchandiſe ſhall be forfeited, and 
«© the Maſter injoined, before the Ship be removed 
* out of the Port, to take out a Cocket, and be- 
* come bound for Delivery and Diſcharge thereof 
© in the Port for which the ſame ſhall be entered, 
or ſome other Port within the Realm, and to re- 
© turn a Certificate of the Goods being ſo landed 
and diſcharged.” 
Upon this Law is founded the Practice of taking 
Bond, c. But it is evident by the very Title and 
Nature of the Statute, that it was intended to pre- 
vent Frauds and Abuſes in his Majeſty” s Cuſtoms, 
and to prevent Corn ſhipped coaſtwiſe in any Part of 
the Kingdom from being fraudulently carried out 
of it ® to Parts beyond the Seas. There were con- 
ſiderable 
* Being fraudulently carried out of it, the Kingdom. Poffibly 


no Lay is more rigorouſly carried, at all Times, into Execu- 
k 4 tion 
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thereof, which made theſe Bonds and Cockets ne4 
eeffiry. But by the ſubſequent wiſe Laws, encou- 
raging the Exportatien of Corn ef all ſorts, and gi- 
ving of large Bounties on particular kinds thereof, the 
Neceſſity of theſe Securities was entirely taken away 


nay, the Continuation ' of them rendered altogether 


abſurd; for, no Man will clear Corn coaſtwiſe which 
ke intends to export, as by this he would lofe 
the Bounty, But after Corn is ſhipped coaftwiſe, 
and the Veſſel has perhaps proceeded partly on her 
Voyage, if any fadden Advance at à foreign Mar- 
ket ſhould induce the Owner to diſpatch his Cargo 


abroad, with ſuch Expedition as not to ſuffer the 


Delay and Charge of relanding and ſhipping, new 
Entries, &c. to intitle him to the Bounty, he is to- 
tally cut off from this Meafure, by tlie Impoffibility 
of getting his Coaft-borid rehieved by à proper Cer- 
tificate of the Corn being landed in Britain. Such 
Cireumſtances have happened, and wifl frequently 
happen in the Corn-trade; and it may be prudent 
for the Merchant to take this Courſe, eſpecially 
when the Corn on-board is of the kind whereon the 
fmalleſt Bounties are allowed. In this View of the 


Thing, the Practice of Bond is liurtfal to the Revey. 


nue, as well us the Merchant. And no doubt many 
Cargoes in this Situation would have goſie abroad, 
tion than the above ; how then can there be any of thoſe ille- 


gal Exports, which were ſaid lately, in Print, to be ſo noto- 
vious 3s to need no — * 


fiderable Duties at that Time upon the Expottatiofy 
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without the —_ . % H Se 
ſtood in the Way. ) 

Theſe Securities therefore for nne — 
wiſe ſerve no End but to raiſe high Fees to Cuſtem- 
houſe Officers, to delay and retard Navigation ; ef- 
pecially when the Cargoes may be loaded at Creeks 
perhaps ten of twenty Miles diſtant from the Cuſ- 
tom houſe, they often occaſion Veſſels to Joſe theic 
Paſſage, or come too late to Market, and put the 
Shipmaſters to confiderable Charges in travelling ſo 
far to give their Securities, and to Trouble in find” 


ing Bondſmen to join them; beſides the great Frou · 


ble and Expence that is incurred afterwards by pro- 
curing Ocrfificates, and tranſmitting them to the 
different Quſtom-houſes for cancelling the Bonds. 
It is evident, that all this Charge and Trouble may 
be confidered as a needleſs Burden on carrying the 
Produce of the Lands of Great Britain to Marken 
And it is not to be doubted, that the Ouſtom of 
taking Bonds and Cockets for home Corn carried 


coaſtwiſe would have been aboliſhed, when that va- 


luable Law was made for giving Bounties on Corn 
exported, if the above Obfervations had then oc- 
curred to the Legiſlature. 

If it ſhould ſeem hard to riſk hurting fo valuable 
an Object as the Culture of Land in Britain, by fuſ- 
pending, even at fuch a Juncture as this is, the Duties 
on foreign Corn imported ; why allow that Land to 
continue loaded with a Tax on its Produce, when 
carried coaſtwiſe, which anſwers no good Purpoſe, 
and which in itſelf is oppreſſive and abſurd ? 

5 The 
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The City of London got free of this oppreſſive 
Cuſtom by Statute 1mo Anne, cap. 26. for the 
whole River Thames, and the Coaſt between the Pro- 


montory called the North-Forelund on the South, and 
Promontory called the Naſe on the North. 


The Preamble of this Statute declares how grie-. 


vous a Thing it was at that Time; and that the Offi- 
cers taking Cockets and Bonds, and exacting Fees 
for the ſame, was oppreſſive and illegal. 

' Ought not therefore the whole Kingdom to be 
freed now in the ſame Manner by a Claufe inſerted 
in the Corn-Bill now depending, DECLARING, 
That, for the future, Permits or 'Tranfires only ſhall 
be neceſſary for Grain carried coaſtwiſe from one 
Part of the Kingdom of Britain to another, at all 
Times while that Commodity may be lawfully ex- 
ported upon Bounty, or without Payment of Duties: 
and that, while Corn is prohibited to be exported, as 
at preſent, Bonds and Cockets ſhould be exacted as 
formerly. 
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OBSERVATIONS 


ON THE PRESENT 


HIGH PRICES OF CORN., 


Ta E Crops in Britain and Ireland, in the! 
Year 1955 were very ſcanty: and it is certain, that 
on the Approach of the laſt Harveſt, which proved 
late, ſeldom in the Memory of Man has a ſmaller 
Stock of old Grain been known in theſe Iſlands. 

The laſt Seaſon of 1756, from its Beginning, was 
extremely unfavourable ; Thouſands of Acres remain- 
ed unſown ; and the bad Condition in which many 
mote were ſown rendered them incapable of pro- 
ducing a good Crop, although favourable Weather 
had followed. It is certain, that the Weather during 
the Spring, Summer, and Harveſt, was generally un- 
favourable ; great Quantities of Grain periſhed by 
the Rains and Winds, and moſt of what remained 
proved deſective, both in Quantity and Subſtance, 
by its not duly ripening; and, whatever People, pre- 
judiced or ignorant of the general State of theſe 
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Matters, may affirm, it is a melancholy Truth, that 
the Crops, though middling, or even good, for ſome 
Kinds of Grain, in particular Counties, have at no 
Time, during thirty Years paſt, through Britain and 
Ireland, proved more ſcanty upon the whole. 

In this Situation, it is the Duty of every one who 
wiſhes well to his Country, to ſuggeſt all reaſonable 
Methods by which the preſent Exorbitancy in the 
Price of Grain may be corrected, and the deſtruc- 
tive Conſequences of another backward Seaſon or 
bad Crop may he prevented. This is in all Reſpects 
the more neceſſary, as the Effects of the laſt bad 
Seaſon have been almoſt equally felt over the greateſt 
Part of the Northera Continent of Europe, and as a 
Scatcity in any one Country muſt neceſſarily affect 


the Prices of Grain in every neighbouring Country. 


The Legiſlature has. wiſely prohibited all Expor- 
tation of Grain; but it may be doubted whether this 
prudent Precantion will of itſelf be ſufficient ſor 
preventing the Calamities which another bad Seaſon 
may produce. 

Experience has ſhewn, that the Price of ao far of 
Grain has been reduced by this. Meaſure, though, 
at this Time of the Year, Corn is generally brought 
moſt plentifully by the Farmers to Market. This 
alſo affords a ſtrong Proof, that, without the ſea- 
ſonable Prohibition of Export, the Prices would 
have run higher, and that there is a real Deſect in 
the Quantity of Corn in both Iſlands. | | 
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© To prevent the for eftallingand ingroffing of Corn, 

eſpecially in the Neighbourhood of a great City or 
Town, where the Millers, Bakers, Maltfters, c. 
may themſelves purchaſe from the Growers directly, 
and take off all the Produce, is moſt neceſſary, and 
ſtrict Attention ought to be given to the Execution 
of this Meaſure ; but it may be doubted how far the 
Prices of Grain will be lowered by renewing the 
antient Laws againſt Foreſtallers and Ingroſſers in 
their full Latitude ; and many are of Opinion, that 
the late well-intended Proclamation has rather been 
hurtful than otherwiſe in that Reſpect -. 

The Counties which are moſt populous, and 
where Manufactures chiefly flouriſh in both Iſlands, 
generally grow leſs Corn than the other Counties 
leſs populous and leſs manufacturing. 'Thus many 
Counties on the Eaft Coaſt generally ſupply others 
on their own Side, but particularly the Weſt Coaſt 
of the Iſland, even in Times of Plenty 


It was dated 26 Nov, 1786, and after reciting the g and 
6 of Ed. VI. c. 14. and the 5 Eliz. c. 12, &c, goes on, And 
whereas the prices of C:rn are already very much increaſed, and the 
ane is likely to grow much dearer, to the great oppreſſion of the poor, 
tly becauſe the ſaid Add, are not duly put in txecution ; We have, 
Sc. — Which words, it was thought at that time, did much 
harm, in that many of the Farmers took the hint to wait for 
the higher price, and that the Dealers, being threatened with 
proſecutions under Laws of which many of them had never 
heard, proceeded with great caution ; whereby the circulation 
in the Corn trade moyed very lowly, the price of Wheat roſe 
apace and it became very dear, and this, it was imagined, 
was in great meaſure owing to the ſaid Proclamation, and may 
be added to the Conſequence ſo well deſcribed by the Wiitzr 
farther on. 
It 
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It is natural, and indeed reaſonable, at firſt View, 
for People to think, that in Times of Scarcity there 
ſhould be no Interpoſition, if poſſible, between the 
Grower and the Conſumer, or at leaſt the Manufacty- 
rer of Grain; but this, in fact, is generally imprac- 
ticable, unleſs ſo far as the Produce in the Neigh- 
bourhood of a great City or Town will go. 

The Corn therefore neceſſary for ſupplying diſtant 
Places or Counties has always been, and generally 
muſt be, bought and tranſported to the Places where 
the Demand is, by Merchants, or others of Sub- 


- ſtance and Knowledge in that Branch of Buſineſs. 


It is obvious the Growers and Manufacturers of 
Grain, and far leſs the Conſumers, cannot engage in 
ſuch Purchaſes and Tranſportation of Corn to or 
from diſtant Places. It is alſo obvious, that the con- 
tractors for the Sale of ſuch Corn, or the Agents who 
may be employed for the Purchaſe of it in the grow- 
ing Counties, muſt collect great Quantities at diffe- 
rent places, until Opportunities of Shipping can be 
obtained for carrying it off; and this practice, how- 
ever neceſſary for the Supply of diſtant Places of the 
Iſland, comes under the Letter of the old Statutes 
againſt foreſtalling and ingroſſing of Corn, 

This is more particularly ſo in the Caſe of Oats or 
Oat-Meal, which by the Statute C. IT. Chap. 1 5. can- 
not be bought without Licences, &c. when Oats are 
above 138. 4d. per Quarter. Now, as this Price bears 
no Proportion to that of other Grain mentioned in that 

Act, 
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Act, the Regulation is hurtful in many Parts of the 


Iſland, eſpecially thoſe the moſt remote from the Ca- 


pital; and it is inconceivable how ſuch a Diſpro- 
portion ſhould have been eſtabliſhed between the 
Price of Oats and other Grain in that AR. | 
The Conſequence of the late Proclamation has been, 
in many growing or ſhipping Counties, to make the 
common People riotous, and-to prevent the buying 
or ſhipping of Corn even in ſuch Quarters of the 
Country where it can be ſpared, and where the Prices 
are moderate; it being natural for the common Peo+ 
ple, in ſuch Times, to wiſh for Corn ſtill cheaper, 


and to prevent any Thing being ſhipped or going 


out of their Bounds, eſpecially if the Letter of the 


Law gives the leaſt Countenance to ſuch a Proce- 


dure. 


Ihe Effect of this is immediately to ſtop all Pur- 


chaſes, and to diſtreſs the diſtant and populous Pla- 


ces, which depend on their Supplies Coaſt-ways, e- 


ven in Time of Plenty. Many ſuch Flaces are in the 
Kingdom, which might be enumerated if the Fact 


were not well known; and they begin already to feel 


this Inconveniency, it having gone to ſuch a Height, 
that the Tranſportation of Corn from one Place to 
another, at the Diſtance of a ſew Miles to and even 


from the Sea-Coaſt, has been violently interrupted 
by the Populace. 


Nr. Dauenant, a judicious Writer, has obſerved, 


con- 


” AVPENDIZE, 


concerning Corn was neceflary ; for, they were in us 
ways ſuited to the State of the Kingdom, increaſe of 
Peqple, and other Circumftances of the then Times, 
The Obfervation will more forcibly apply to the pre- 
ſent Times. 

This Author's Thoughts on this Subject are worthy 
of Peruſal at preſent, as he points out ſome Methods 
for preventing Dearths for the future, though not in- 
deed applicable in a ſcarce Year. He expoſes in the 


cleareſt Light the fatal Conſequences of a Dearth, 
_ eſpecially to a Trading Nation; ſuch Conſequences 
indeed as he mentions are not to be dreaded in our 


Times. Our Agriculture has been ſo immenſely im- 


proved by the wiſe Inſtitutions of Bounties on Corn 
exported ; Commerce is more practiſed and better 


underſtood ; and it may alſo be reaſonably ſuppoſed, 
that our Merchants, having both more Knowledge and 
Capital than in former Times, will, by Importations 
from one Quarter of the World or another, always 
prevent a Scarcity from becoming intolerable. 

But whatever is done by the Legiſlature for regu- 
lating the Inland Commerce of Corn, if no other 
Meafures are taken, it will be only feſtering the 
Wound, and in no fort remove the growing Evil; 
it may indeed make Corn cheaper for a Time in ſuch 
Counties where it can be ſpared, and where it is al- 
ready moderate, but it will doubly diſtreſs the diſtant 


and manufacturing Places. 
Quaatity 
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. Quantity is wanted; and nothing but an additional 
Quantity brought to Market can effectuate the good 
End propoſed, and enable the poor to * at 
an eaſy Rate. iy 

This may be done in tuo Ways; and both will be 
neceflary. at preſent: firſt, by protubiting for a li- 
mited Time the Diſtillery from Wheat in Britain, 
which will add immenſely to the Quantity for Bread; 
and, ſecondly, by ſuſpending the Duties on all Corn 
that may be imported, at leaſt for p e or 
while the Prices keep high at -Home. 

As to the firſt, without entering into the ow 
ments for or againſt Diſtillery in general, it ſeems 
natural and abſolutely neceſſary to prohibit Diſtillers 
the Uſe of Wheat, at leaſt for a Time: if that be 
true which is aſſerted with great Appearance of Rea- 
ſon, that half the Wheat that comes to the Marker 
of London at preſent is bought by Diſtillers ; that 
more of that Grain is conſumed by them lone with» 
in England in a Year than would maintain: geo, ooo 
Perſons *, or than the whole. Quantity of Wheat 
which is conſumed in this Iſland northward of York 
Certainly the ſaving ſuch a Quantity of Corn. at this 
Juncture is very deſirable and neceſſar g. 

As to any Encroachment on the — thereby, 
without queſtion, in aur ee mug that is a 
F The Qbſervater was ge thy impaſryl gn on. TING 15 


credib y informed they never uſed near one "Exch Part © 
Quantity ſufficient for that. Purpoſe, 
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tender Point: but it is ſuppaſed the Wheat ſo Dſed 
pays little if any Thing of the Malt Tat, and any 
Deficiency ſuftained thereby may be more than cum- 
penſated by the Increaſe of Duties on Spirits made 
from̃ Bdriey-Malt, by the ſaving of the whole Boun- 
ties on Corn and Malt exported this Year, and by 
the additional Duties on foreign and Fniericas 
Spirits that may be imported m ann 
out own made from Wheat. 

As to the ſecond Part, viz. The emerging f 

. Importations from abroad, there is no doubt; if we 
are not too dilatory in our Reſolutions, but we can 
have Corn from America, the Southern Parts of Eu- 
rope, Barbary, and poſſibly ſome Places nearer Home. 
But the preſent Duties on moſt: Grading" eſpecially 
Wheat, Rye, and Peaſe, are in effect tqual to 2 
a Prohibition, The Duty on Oats is indeed low, 
but it would till be a ſufficient Profit to the Impor- 
ter, and conſequently an Encouragement to e 
them into the Kingdom. 

Why then may not all Duties on Cara fame 
be ſuſpended for ſome Months, untũ the Appearance 
of next Crop be ſeen, or until Prices at home be- 
come moderate? The Intereſt of the public 
Revenue will not be effected by this, it being indeed 
our Happineſs, that, for nineteen years in twenty, 
theſe Duties produce little or nothing : And as to 

Any ObjeRtions from the Landholders and FR, 


* The Author means Increaſe of the Duties, 
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be the Dealer in home Corn, whole Gains may hr 
leſſened by this Meaſure, they owght to be diſreg - 
ed at a Time when the Condition = en ig {9 
dliſtreſsful. 

If theſe Methods « ane ed large $ddixiona 
ais will come to Market. The ven Appre- 
henfion of a free Import of foreign Grain, or the 
Appearance of a few Cargoes thereof in our Ports, 
will induce all the Hoarders of Home-Grain, whe- 
ther Farmers or Dealers, to bring it out to Market, 
and the Prices will of courſe be lowered for the 
Poor. 

QUANTITY, and that alone can fruſtrate all 
Attempts to engroſs or foreſtal. If there be a good 
Crop, or a proper Quantity of Grain, either at home 
or from abroad, to be got for the Market, no Art 
or Scheme can inhance the Price of Grain, whatever 
ſpeculative Perſons may fancy to themſelves; and if 
there be a bad Crop, and the Quantities of Grain be 
ſcanty, no Art or Regulation of Government wall 
keep the Prices low. 

Theſe Methods will, it is hoped, ſerve our Pur- 
pole, if the next Seaſon ſhould prove early and fa- 
vourable; but if theſe Methods ſhould fail, or the 
Seaſon in any degree appear backward, a total Pro- 
hibition of Diſtillery, and perhaps even of Malt- 
ing, may be neceſſary. But it would ſeem that 
a ſmall Bounty upon all Corn imported for 
- * Time, over and above the Suſpen- 
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except the Quotation out of 15 Car, II. in the firſt, 
which is copied from the Statute. 
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fion of the Duties, might anſwer the end better, and 
with leſs real Loſs or Inconvenience to the Reveriue 
or Kingdom. 

Theſe two Papers appear to have been printed 
about the Year 1757, and are here copied exactly, 
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' CONSIDERATIONS 
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E 


RELATING TO THE 


IMPORTATION AND EXPORTATION O 
| | CORN. 


Being an Inquiry what Alteration may be made in 
them for the Benefit of the Public. 


Written in the Beginning of the Year 1759. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


ThE following Treatiſe was written in the 


beginning of the year 1759, for the uſe of a particu- 
lar Gentleman, who ſoon returned the manuſcript, 


which has been ſince lent to ſeveral others; notwith- 
ſtanding which the Author hath taken the liberty to 


make ſome corrections therein, and additions there- 
to, the moſt material of which became neceſſary on 
account of the late alterations in the Corn-laws in 
France, and are marked thus, as to the reſt, the 
ſubſtance is the ſame as at firſt. 
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CONSIDERATIONS 
ON THE 
. 
Relating to the 


In roRTATION and ExPORTATION of 


CORN, &. 


SECTION I. 


TE variety in the ſeaſons, one year from a 


other will ever cauſe fluctuations in the price of every 
thing which depends on them, and it ſeems as poſſible 
to regulate the ſeaſons, as by any Law to order it ſo, 

that 
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that Corn ſhall always remain at one fixed and certairt 
PRICE, and, for this reaſon, ſhould any thing of 
that ſort at any time be attempted, 1t would cer- 
tainly fail. 

Beſides, could any regulation of that ſort be carried 
into execution, it would tend to leſſen the ceconomy 
of the common people, and the attempt would greatly: 
diſcourage Tillage. 

The economy of the common VER © would be | 
leſſened by knowing at what price they could buy | 
Bread, which is their principle expence ; and many 
of them would act too much like many of thoſe who 
ſubſiſt on certain Salaries, that is, calculate their ex- 
pences in ſo exact a proportion to their Income, that { 
they would find a very ſmall accidental loſs Nr , 

£ 
] 
« 


« difficult to recover. 

Few of thoſe, whoſe Incomes and Expences are 
certain, are known to lay up any great matter before 
hand, and it will be generally found, that thoſe, whoſe 
Incomes and Expences are uncertain, are the beſt ( 
Huſbands ; and this; becauſe they are thereby ob- 0 
liged to a conſtant œconomy, and to ſtrive, if poſ- f 
ſible, to have ſomething in ſtore for accidents. t 

The attempting ſuch a regulation would greatly C 
diſcourage Tillage, as the Farmer would be thereby V 
aſſured, that ſhould he have the misfortune to loſe t 
half his Crop, he could receive no indemnification by j 
ſelling the remainder at a higher price. * 
Theſe inconveniences ſeem naturally to attend the 


attempting ſuch a regulation, and it may be e 
tio 
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tioned if any good purpoſe could be anſwered 
thereby. | 

All that can be done by the Legiſlature in this 
matter, is, to frame their Laws ſo as to prevent Grain 
from being at any time, either ſo dear that the poor 
cannot ſubſiſt, or ſo cheap that the Farmer cannot 
live by growing of it, which hath been, or at leaſt 
ſhould have been, the general view of all Govern- 
ments in their Corn-laws ; and no regulations that 
have ever been made, in any Country, in regard 
thereto,' can have anſwered theſe ends better than 
thoſe eſtabliſhed in this Kingdom; which in general 
are theſe, viz. permitting an Importation. at a low 
duty when dear, and by a high duty prohibiting it 
when cheap, and at the ſame time, in order to the 
encouragement and increaſe of Tillage, giving a 
Bounty on the Exportation, and ſecuring the property 
of all Perſons who ſhall trade therein for that end. 

The Bounty was firſt given on the Exportation of 
Grain in the Year 1689, now ſeventy years ſince *; 


during which period, Grain hath in general been from 


fifteen to twenty per cent. cheaper than for forty years 
before that time, which 1s a good proof of the utility 
of the Law by which it is ordered to be given, and 
which is farther proved, in that, fince its firſt eſta- 


bliſhment, the Parliament have not thought fit to ſuſ- 


pend it, either in part or the whole, only four times, 
viz. in 1698, 1709, 1740, and 1757, which laſt ſfuf- 


This was written in the month of Jan. 1759. 
penſion 
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praled after 25 Marth, 1759. 
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penfion is till in force, and to continue to n 


next *. 
That Corn hath been as much cheaper fince the 
Bounties took place, as before mentioned, is ſo note- 


rious, that the prices thereof to which the Bounties 


are payable by Law, which when firſt eſtabliſhed 
were thought moderate, and under which the tht 


Parliament thought the Farmer could not afford tp 


grow it, are now: thought very dear, and long before 
Corn is ſold at thoſe prices, at which the Bounties am 


e yes honor En 


onion. | 
Few underſtand the nature of the Corn- 
F. 2. trade ſo well as to be able to determine 
juſtly, if it would be proper to make any 
alteration in this matter; and, even amongſt thoſe few, 
much the greater part are intereſted in the queſtion, 
and therefore all ſhould be heard with great cautian, 
And ſo different are their opinions, that what one 


_ urges the neceſſity of taking off the Bounty, now 


paid on the Exportation of Corn, for the future, be- 
cauſe, as he thinks, it tends to make Bread too dear 
for the poor, it is preſſed by another as making Corn 
Jo cheap, that the Farmers cannot live; and this Au- 
thor ſeems to think, that no other Country can ex- 


* The Stat. 32 G. II. chap, 2. which enacted this prohi- 
bition, was in purſuance of a clauſe therein, by _ 9. re- 
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port Corn but our own, and that foreigners muſt have 
it at what price we pleaſe. 

& thind contends that the Bountics fhnuld net be 


withdrawn for the fame reaſon, ſaying, the ſame ef- 
ſect will follow, and that to ſuch a degree, that the 


Farmer could not go on without a great abatement 


in his Rent; adding moreover, that, were the Boun- 
ties taken away, our ſhipping would decreaſe, and 
conſequently our ſeamen; and therefore he con- 


cludes, that the continuing to give a Bounty on the 


Exportation of Corn 1s neceſſary to the well-being of * 


the Nation. 

A fourth ſays, a Bounty ſhould be continued, gi- 
ving for inſtance, Wheat; which, in his opinion, 
ſhould never be ſold under 3s. 6d. nor for more than 
48. a buſhel, and propoſes, in order to keep it in this 
medium, that a Bounty of 6d. a buſhel be continued, 
when the price of the buſhel doth not exceed 48. 6d. 
and, when it exceeds 5s. propoſes that a duty of 8d. 
a buſhel be paid on the Exportation, which duty 
ſhould go towards the Bounty when Corn is low. + 


Akhough it might be much eaſier to 

$. 3. ſhew, that moſt of theſe propoſitions are 
calculated to ſerve particular interefts, than 

to determine what is right and fit to be done, yet 
the preſent time, during the sUspzxNSION of the 
Law, ts moſt undoubtedly the proper time to conſider 
the queftion, ſince no plea can now be made againft 
any alteration in the affair on account of its rending 
; o 
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to deprive any ſet of Men of their preſent livelihoad WW 
and we have alſo an opportunity of ſeeing the Corn. MW '* 
m 


trade at preſent carried on without either Exportation 
or Bounty. Let us therefore ſuppoſe the queſtion, in WM A 
relation to both Importation and A to be 
ſtated as follows. n 

' Firſt, Is it proper to allow of any Importation « or 
Exportation of Corn for the future? 

Secondly, If it is proper to allow of Importation Pr 
and Exportation of Corn, ſhould it be done under MW 
ao any and what encouragements, reſtrictions, and re- 
gulations ? * / 

"Thirdly, Are thoſe encouragements, meftriftizns, ſel 
and regulations, if any are neceſſary, to be made p 
certain and remain fixed? Or is any and what power MW ©! 
of varying them from time to time to be lodged in far 


any and what hands ? the 
To which queſtians the following anſwers may be the 
given. PA 


Firſt, as it would be contrary to common ſenſe ta 8 
think, when our own growth is not ſufficient for our MW Du 
conſumption, of prohibiting the Importation, ſo it the 
would be highly unreaſonable, when we have Corn 
to ſpare, to deny the liberty of exporting the ſur- 
plus; and therefore, both Importation and Export- | 
ation of Corn muſt be allowed for the future. 

Secondly, As it appears, that, under the preſent 
encouragement, reſtrictions, and regulations, relative * 
to the Importation and Ex portation of Corn, moſt 4 
of which have now — ſeventy years, that com- 

modity, 
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modity hath in general been as cheap; and Wheat 
in particular cheaper than before they took place; it 
may fairly be concluded, that to them ſuch cheap- 
neſs hath been owing, and therefore both the one and 
the other ſhould ſtill be allowed under ſome ſuch 
encouragement, reſtrictions, and regulations, as are 
now ſubſiſting, though at preſent ſuſpended; 

Thirdly, from the fame reaſon, the ſucceſs of the 
preſent Laws in relation to Corn, which are certain 
and fixed, with a power of variation, lodged in ei- 
ther of the two Quarter- ſeſſions next after Michael: 
mas and Eafter in London, and in every Quarter- 
ſeſſions in all other parts of the Kingdom, as to the 
opening the ports for Importation only; we muſt con- 
clude, that it is beſt for them to remain much on the 
ſame footing ; and, if any alterations are made therein, 
they muſt conſiſt only, in regard to Exportation, ei- 
ther in leſſening the Bounty, paying it to a lefs 
PRICE, or, perhaps, taking it quite away; and, in 
regard to Importation, in a new regulation of the 
Duties payable in that caſe, or in regard to the opening 
the Ports“ for that purpoſe; 


The better to detetmine what may be 
F. 4. done in each of theſe particulars, the fol- 
lowing poſitions may be laid down, viz. 


* By opening the parts is meant; the certify ng from the 
Qparter- ſeiſions tb the Collector of the Cuſtoms, that the 
prices of Grain ate ſo high, that it is chargeable with the low 
duties only; and, for want of ſuch certifica'e, tlie full duties are 
to be taken, and they amount to a prohibition. See Stat, 1 
Jac, II. C. 29; 2 G. II. C. 183 and 3 G. II. e. 12. 


G | 1. Corn 


| 
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I. Corn may at ſome price be ſo cheap, that the 
- Grower will not have a reaſonable reward for his labour. 
2. At ſome other price ſo dear, that the poor may 
find it difficult to purchaſe it. 
3. And it may alſo be at ſo moderate a price, that 
both the poor may afford to purchaſe it, and the Farm 
afford to grow it at the ſame time. 
Now, it ſeems very clear, could the prices at 
which Corn may be ſaid to be cheap, ' reaſonable, ot 
dear, be aſcertained, it would be of great uſe in de- 
termining what alterations might be made, with pro- 
priety, in all or any of the preſent Corn-laws. 
And for the aſcertaining thoſe prices, we have only 
to refer to the regiſter of Elen College, and the Sta- 
tutes which give a Bounty on the Exportation of 
Corn, adding a reflection or two. 

By the ſaid regiſter it appears, that the average 
prices of the 5% Wheat and Malt, nine-gallon mea. 
ſure, have been for 164 years, as follows: 


Number of years || | | ; 
and when. | Prices. 
No. | from | to | Qr. Wheat, | Qr. Malt. 
51 | 1595 1646 2 5 311 5 5ʃ 
40 | 1646 | 1686 || 2 11 103} | 1 9 4 
40 | 1686 | 15726 2 5 331 7 53 
33 | 1726 1759 || 1 18 102 | 1 7 4 
91 | 1595 | 16866 2 8 2321 7 71 
73 | 1686 | 1759 | 1 18 11 | 1, 7 3 
[164 | 1595 | 1759 | 2 4 of | 1 2 62 


And 
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And the ſaid Statutes ordering the Bounty to be . 


paid on Wheat till 48s. Rye till 32s. Malt and Bar- 
ley till Barley is 24s. and Oatmeal till Oats are 15s. 
ſhew, that till the ſeveral Grains exceed the ſaid 
prices they are to be eſteemed cheap; and that when 
the Bounty ceaſes they are not to be thought dear 
till the prices, except Oats®, are conſiderably ad- 
vanced; for, the duties are ſo very heavy as to prevent 
any Importation till Wheat is 538. 4d. Barley 32s. 


Rye 40s. and Oats 16s. and, though they ſhonld ex- 


ceed theſe prices, the duties muſt ſtill be paid till 
the port h:th been opened, which can only be done 
at certain ſeaſons, and in a particular manner, as 
mentioned page 77 1n the note, 

We can by no means ſuppoſe the Legiſlature had 
an intention to keep Grain up to theſe laſt or even 
to the Bounty prices. The views of theſe Laws are 
moſt evidently no other than to give all poſſible 
encouragement to Agriculture and the growth of 
Corn, by opening to the Farmer a certain Market 
for his ſurplus, and aſſuring him at the ſame time, 
that, in caſe of a failure in his Crop, foreign Corn 
ſhall not be imported on him till the neceffity of 
the people requires it, and the price is ſo far ad- 
vanced as to put it in his power in ſome meaſure to 
make up his lols. 

And the conſequences have anſwered ; for, Agri- 
culture hath been ſo much extended, and the art of 


Ihe Bounty i is payable on Oatmeal till Oats are 15s, and 
yet at 168. the low duty commences. 


G2 | huſbandry 
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huſbandry ſo much better attended to, and managed 
with ſo much more judgement and ſucceſs, fince the 
paſſing the above Laws, and under the protection 
and encouragement they give, than it was before that 
time, that, although large quantities of all ſorts of 
Grain have been exported, and W heat is much more 
generally uſed for Bread by the. common people *, 
yet the price thereof 1s conſiderably ſunk, and the 
price of Malt and other Grain is not adyanced; and 
alſo, although the rents of Lands have, in general, 
been very much raiſed, yet the Farmers are, for the 
- maſt part, men in much better circumſtances than 
when thoſe Laws firſt took place. 

From what hath - been recited and obſerved, may 
be collected at what prices Corn may be eſteemed 
cheap, reaſonable, or dear; or, in other words, what 
the conſumer can afford to give, and the growers af- 
ford to take, and this from what hath been done for a 
confiderable time, and by making a compariſon be- 
tween the ſtate of the affair, not only at the preciſe 
time the Laws were made, and the ſtate thereof at 
preſent, but, as to the prices of Grain, by compa- 
ring the averages thereof for ninety- one years pre- 
ceding with ſeventy-three ſince they took place. 


* See Supp. ch. 5. fec. 16 and 17, where this is remarked, 
and it the:e appears that a labouring man ſpends ſixpence a 
werk more for Wheaten than for Rye bread; from which in- 
creaſe of expence ariſe thoſe complaints we have ſo frequently 
heard of late of the high price of Wheat long before it is ſold 
at 48), when the Bounty is to ceaſe; the bread made of 
Wheat being always dearer than that made of any other grain. 


And 
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And we may venture to fix the price of the quar- 
ter of each ſort containing eight buſhels of the Hin- 
cheſter or Statute meaſure, as follows, viz. 


Wheat to 36s.) per quarter, { 42s. ] moderate, and 
Barley to 18s. cheap, to J 22s. f then dear. 


Rye to 245. 28s, 


Peaſe may be reckoned as W heat, and Beans as 
Rye. | 

Oats to 125. per quarter cheap, to 16s. moderate, 
and then dear. 

We keep Oats at 16s, as 3h becauſe it hath 
been ſaid, and with an appearance of reaſon, that 
they were permitted to be imported at too low a 
price , in proportion to the other Grain. 

From the above prices it may be concluded, that 
each of the Grains ſhould be exported freely, till it 
exceeds the moderate price, and afterwards till the 
ports are open for Importation, if not without, at 
leaſt with a ſmall, duty; ſay Wheat 6d. Barley 3d. 
Rye 4d. and Oats 3d. per buſhel ; but, as theſe duties 
would amount nearly to a prohibition , it may be 
better not to impoſe them. 

From 


* 'Sce note, page 91. 

+ It would be adding twenty-five per cent. to the firſt coſt 
of Wheat; the ceaſing of the Bounty adds 125, and that 
would be a ſufficient check; for example, ſay Wheat coſts 363. 
in the Market, a Bounty of 48. reduces it to 328. Now 4s. 
is 3th of 328. J. c. 12+ per cent. and, conſequently, was the 
like duty to commence | when the Bounty ceaſes, it would be 
25 per cent, beſides it is an experiment which hath been al- 

G 3 ready 
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- 'Thence it alſo appears, that the Farmer will 
have no. need of a Bounty, provided Corn conti- 
nues on the average as high as it hath done ſince the 
Bounty took place. | 

But as all experiments, which may poſſibly hurt or 
diſcourage Agriculture, ſhould be very cautiouſly 
made, it may be very proper to allow, for times cer- 
tain, a Bounty on Wheat, Barley and Rye; but 
leſs than the preſent Bounties *, and payable to lefler 
prices, and leſſening every year till the whole arc 
taken off, which we may ſuppoſe as follows, vis. 
Wheat 6d. per buſhel till 36s. per quarter, for one 
year, to decreaſe 4 per buſhel each year after, till the 
whole is taken off, Barley 3d. per buſhel, till 18s, 


ready tried: for when, in 1688, the Bounty was given, the 

act of 22 Car, II. which makes cuſtom payable on Wheat en- 

Ported atter 488. was not repealed; but, after 12 years experi 

ence, viz, in 1700, it was repealed by 11 and 12 W. III. and, 

what is remarkable, it had been ſo dear the year before, that 

the Bounty was ſuſpended, and the price was 408. at the time. 
*The preſent Bownties are as under, 


Wheat till 485s,—5s. od. 
Rye till 328, ——35, 6d. 
Barley till 248.——28. 6d, 


Oatmeal till Oats are 15s,——2s, 6d. 
Malt receives the ſame as Barley, and, by Statute 3 G. c.; 
ſec. 14 and 15, every two quarters of Barley is to be eſteewed t0 
make three quarters of Malt, and the duty is paid accordingly; 
by which means, with the expence of 7wo-pence per quartet, 
paid by the Exciſe for breakage on the ſhipping it off, ttt 
Bounty given on every quarter of Barley made into Malt fo 
Expo;tation is four ſhillings, which, if the price was alwaji 
twenty ſhillings is 20 per Cent. whereas two ſhillings and fi- 
pence on Barley is only. 12 3 per Cent. by which means ti 
Exportation of Malt is greatly encouraged, 


a 
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per quarter for one year, to decreaſe 4 per buſhel, 
each year after, till the whole is taken off. Rye 
Ad. a buſhel, till 245. per quarter, for one year, to 
decreaſe 4 per buſhel, each year after, till the whole 
is taken off, By which means it might be known, 
without any great hazard“, how far the Bounty on 
Corn might be altered or withdrawn without diſ- 
couraging Tillage. 

What a Bounty is allowed, we apprehend no bet- 
ter method can be found. of aſcertaining, that the 
prices do not exceed thoſe to which it is payable, 
than the old method of the Exporter's oath, on ma- 
king the entry in order to the taking out the deben- 
ture, that the average price of the Grain to be ex- 
ported did not exceed the Bounty-price the laſt 
Market-day. 


As to the bz be in order to 
9 5. know if any new regulations or alterations 
in the duties payable on Corn imported, 
and in regard to opening the ports for that purpoſe 
ſhould be made; it is neceſſary, firſt, to give a ſhort 
account how theſe matters now ftand. 


* Between the writing and printi ting theſe conſiderations, 
reaſons have atiſen to alter theſe opinions, as will be explained 
farther on, and diſtinguiſhed thus f. 
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great 


high, which tends greatly to encourage our own Til- 
® It is to be obſerved, the importation of Oats hath far 
exceeded that of ail other Grain, being more than two parts 


lage, as hath been before obſerved; and therefore no 
in three of the whole, as may be ſecn in the Collection of Pa- 


ſort of Grain, except Oats*, till the prices are very 
pers, &c, 
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great alteration ſhould be made. But there are ſome 
who are of opinion, that if Oats were to be charged 
5s, 10d, till 18s. per quarter, and if the low duties 
were to commence on Beans at 36s. on Barley at 288. 
on Rye at 36s. on Wheat and Peas at 50s. the affair 
would ſtand rather more on an equality, and no in- 
convenience could arriſe. 

And they add farther, that it would be well if a 
certain price were fixed, at which, the ſame being 
duly certified, Corn might be imported, for a time 
certain, duty free ; as nothing will tend more to keep 
the price moderate, and the defires of Farmers and 
all other holders of Corn within reaſonable bounds, 
than being under a conſtant apprehenſion * ſuch an 
Importation. 

As to the preſent method of taking the duties ac- 
cording to the certificates of the price of Corn, 
made by the juſtices in every Quarter- ſeſſion, and 
of the Magiſtrates in London in October and April, it 
ſeems founded in reaſon, and fit to be continued. 
For, if the Crop hath failed, it begins to be felt in 
October; and, if it is nearly expended, it is known in 
April; in which two months the Magiſtrates in Lon- 
don are to certify; and, if they certify that Corn is ſo 
high as to be imported at the low duty, the Impor- 
tation muſt continue for ſix months; which, in re- 
gard to that port, as very reaſonable, for, if they 
had it in their power to allow of the Importation for 
three months only, it would not be of any great 
utility, fince nobody would venture to load any 
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quantity, as the time might poſſibly elapſe before the 
arrival, to the Joſs of the Importer..:. And the certifi- 
cates of the juſtices in every Quz? er- ſeſſion out of 
London ſeem as proper in regard to the circum- 
ſtances of moſt other places, and as well adapted for 
their ſervice, as the regulation for London doth for 
the ſervice thereof; for in them, or moſt” of them, 
a ſmall additional quantity will -'arry them on for 
three months; and, if enough doth not arrive in that 
time, they can continue the port open, by certifying 


' anew, for three months longer. 


Theſe certificates may be made either in the Quar- 
ter- ſeſſions, or at any adjournment thereof, and the 
making them ſeems to be diſcretionary, not compul- 
ſory ; and that it ſhould be ſo is quite neceſſary, ſince 
it may accidentally happen that the prices of Corn 
may, for one or two Market-days next before the Seſ- 
fions, be at ſo high a rate, as to allow of the Importa- 
tion, and an Importation improperly allowed may be 
very hurtful to the Farmer. 

Therefore, the method, that hath at _ times 
been taken, of adjourning the Seſſions for this parti- 
cular purpoſe, is very prudent, and it might be proper 
always to adjourn the conſideration of all petitions as 
may be preſented in regard to this affair in the Mi- 
chaelmas- ſeſſions, till about the 2oth of November, as 
by that time it will be known :, the high prices are 
owing” to the ſhortnefs of the Crops, lateneſs of the 
Harveſt, want of arrivals, or to any other cauſe. 


When 


the 
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When Corn is once imported, in purſuance of theſe 
certificates, it c:nnot be reſhipped, except for Ex- 
portation abroau Hand not to carry coaſt-ways in Bri- 
tain; and with good reaſon; for, particular Impor- 
tations ſhould be ſo ordered, that, whilſt they are 
of ſervice to the place for which they are inten- 
ded, they mav not hurt the Farmers in other 
parts. So far tor particular Importations; for, the 
Laws as they now ſtand regard no other. 

General ImeoxTATIONS have been eſ- 
§. 6. teemed by our Legiſlators of the greateſt 
moment, and they can never be permitted 

but by a new Law expreſſly made for that purpoſe, as 
is at preſent the caſe; and, if ever the power of per- 
mitting them is intruſted by the Parliament to any 
but themſelves, it ſeems as if it can be no where ſafely 
lodged but in the King and Council; and, whenever 
the queſtion comes before them, they will undoubt- 
edly proceed with the greateſt caution; the ſtate of the 
Markets in all foreign parts, from which Corn may 
be imported, as well as the ſtate of our own Markets 
throughout the Kingdom, and the time of the year, 

will be conſidered. 

At Michaelmas, a late harveſt may make Corn in 
general dear for a time, although there may be a 
ſufficient ſtock in the Kingdom; then and at all times 
contrary winds, tand in war-time want of convoy, 
and every other means which tend to prevent the 


free tranſportation or circulation of Grain from one 


part 
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part of the Nation to another, (which circulation 
there can be no doubt but all in power, in imitation 
of the Legiſlature, will always promote, protect, and 
encourage, ) may make Corn dear in particular places; 
and if a ſudden riſe in the price, occaſioned by the 
above or any other accidental ſtops in the cir- 
culation, ſhould at any time be miſtaken for a 
real ſcarcity, and a general importation allowed, 
it may be the cauſe of having ſo much Corn 
imported in fix months, and ſuch Importation will 
_ Tearcely ever be granted for a leſs time, as to make 
our own Farmers labour for nothing the whole year, 
or perhaps longer, and conſequently greatly diſcou- 
rage Tillage. 

It will throw ſome light on this 1eaſoning to con- 
fider, that a general failure of the Crops throughout 
Europe is but rarely the caſe, and though it may 
happen, that our -own growth may be ſo ſhort as to 
Tequire a permiffion of either a general or particular 
Importation; yet, at the ſame time, ſome neigh- 
bouring Kingdoms may have ſo much Corn to ſpare, 
as, if either is allowed without reſtriction, to be able 
in a few months to import ſo great a quantity, that 
our own Farmers may not be able to get a common 
Price, though they have but a very ſhort Crop; 


which was the caſe a few years ſince in the port of 


London, with regard to Oats. 
When a general Importation is allowed, it ſhould 
not be for lefs than fix months, for the ſame reaſon 
| as 
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as in the particular at London *, viz. a ſmall quantity 
would be of little or no uſe; and, if the time limited 
for importation is too ſhorts no great n can 
arrive. 

As in particular Importations none of the Corn 
imported ſhould be reſhipped, to be carned coaſt- 
ways in Great Britain, becauſe ſuch Importations are 
for the ſervice of particular parts of the Kingdom; 
ſo, on the contrary, whenever a general Importation 
is allowed, the Corn imported ſhould be permitted 
to be reſhipped and carried coaſt-ways to any other 
part of the Kingdom with the ſame freedom as Corn 
of our own growth, becauſe ſuch Importations are for 
the benefit of the Kingdom 1 in general. 

There is an opinion, that, as the Law now ſtands, 
the Exportation of Grain can be prohibited only by 
the Parliament , which may, ſtrictly ſpeaking, be 
true, more eſpecially in time of peace; but ſurely 
the King by his prerogative may at any time, par- 
ticularlfWPtime of war, prevent it by an embargo. 
And it might be proper to impower him to do it at 
all times by proclamation, with the advice of his 
Council, which Mr. Burn ſays he may, and quotes 
an Act 1 Ja. I. but this power was only an excep- 
tion to that Act, and was, at leaſt virtually, re- 
pealed both by 22 Car. II. and 1 Wi. and Mary. 


Altered laſt Seſſions to every three months, 

+ This opinion appea:s to be right, by the prſſing of the 
Act of 5 Geo. III. cap. 31. to authoriſe the King aud council 
to prohibit che Exportation of Wheat during the prorogation in 
1705. 
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The Parliament hath, in the Act for ſuſpending : 
the Laws till Chri/tmas next, 1759, reſerved a power 
of making any alteration during their preſent Seſſions, 
and if Corn continues cheap, and it can be done 
without hazard of aſſiſting the enemy, they may 
poſſibly allow an Exportation *, and it deſerves con- 
fideration ; if that be done, whether it ſhould not 
be without a Bounty for the remainder of the year, 
| as was the caſe in 1699; and, whenever Corn is 
| allowed to be exported again with a Bounty, whe- 
| ther an inquiry ſhould not be made, if there is any 
0 foundation for the rumour of the Bounty having 
been paid for great quantities of Corn which were 
never exported . | 

Nothing but experience can ſhew, how far any 
of the alterations here propoſed may be of ſervice. 


r as ea xz 4. 


It was by Stat. 32 Geo, II. c. 8. allowed to be exported 
without any reſtriction, and with the Bouaty, 

+ A report, which hath long ſubſided, was current in the 
| year 1759, that, in ſome of the out-ports, means had been 
found to impoſe on the officers of the Cuſtoms, in whoſe 
preſence the Corn is meaſured into every veſſel, the firſt time 
ſhe loads in bulk, and to make them certify, that many of 
them held more than in fact they did: If there was any truth 
[ in this report, ſurely it could not be done as to Malt ; for, by 
Stat. 3. G. II. c. 7. F. 14 and 15. all Malt made for Exporta- 
| tion is to be locked up by, and ſhipped under the inſpection of, 
f the Exciſe officer. 

[ However, all frauds in the Exportation of Corn may eaſily 1 
| be prevented for the future, by making the Bounty payable on ; 
| the proof that the Corn is landed according to the Entry, or 
loſt ; which proof the Maſter of the Veſſel might be bound to 

| | make in like manner as he is in regard to his having made the 

| payments to Greenwich Hoſpital, 


| We 
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We are certain that the preſent Corn-laws have had 
their defired effect, and therefore ſhould alter them 
with great caution; and this the rather, fince, how 
light ſoever ſome amongft us may think of them, 
two very. ſenſible late French Authors “ attribute to 
them, and to the Act of navigation, the preſent 
figure we make in Europe, and preſs the making the 
like for their own Kingdom. 


F And the ſentiments of thoſe writers 

§ 7. have been ſo far adopted by the govern- 
ment, that, between the writing and 

printing tlieſe Con/iderations, the King hath publiſhed 
two remarkable Epics ||, one allowing all perſons 
to trade in Corn, and to circulate it freely through- 
out the whole kingdom ; the other authorizing and 
encouraging the Exportation and Importation there- 
of : the Exportation to ceaſe when W heat hath been, 
for three following Market-days, at a price which. 
anſwers to about 48 s. our quarter, Statute- meaſure; 
and there are thoſe who ſay, that they are fully per- 
ſuaded they. ſhall live to ſee as good a Bounty given 
for Corn exported from France as is given from Eng- 
land. : 
: + Theſe proceeding of the French ſhould at leaſt 
put us on our guard as to any alterations we may 
22 Tos Jaterits de la France mal entengus, and L'Ami dis 


H.mmes, 
dee an account of them, Supp. ch, 2. ſcc. 8 and g. 


think 
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think of making in relation to the Bounty; 
for, if thoſe Edicts are continued and attended 
with ſucceſs, we ſhall not only loſe our Corn- 
trade in France, but alſo meet the French, as 
competitors in that Trade, in all other foreign 

Markets. 102 
＋ Therefore the hints thrown out, page 93, of re- 
ducing the Bounty, paying it to the prices there- 
mentioned, and taking it entirely off by degrees, 
which in 1759 it was thought might be attempted 
without any great hazard, ſeem now in the year 1766 
highly improper; and that it would be wrong even 
to think of taking the Bounty entirely off, or to re- 
duce it, and at the fame time pay it to leſs prices. 
One of the laſt two may, however, ſurely be done, 
without any great riſk; and we might either con- 
tinue the ſame Bounties, but payable to leſs 
prices, ſay Wheat to 40s. and the reſt in pro- 
portion; or reduce them, ſay one third, and con- 
tinue to pay them to the ſame prices as at pre- 
ſent, 
+ Was the firſt carried into execution, we ſhould 
in general continue to ſend our Corn to foreign 
Markets on as good terms as heretofore, but, when 
it ſhould happen to riſe to the prices at which the 
Bounty would ceaſe, it would be fo great and fudden 
a check as might turn the Trade into another chan- 
nel for ſome time; and it may accidentally riſe to 
that price either juſt before or ſoon after Harveſt, 
| and 
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and. yet, gat. the ſame time, the 5 ks 125 2ay 1 80 
o lprge that great quantity may be ſpare 
,portation,, and. Corn, fo! for 4 785 55 in 


ext 
ne. ole 
arveſt 


+ If the ſecond was to be the Law, as the Mar- 
kets abroad always regulate the prices at which Corn 
is bought here for Exportation, the Merchant muſt 
always buy at ſo much leſs as the deduction in the 
Bounty, to be on a par with them; and, ccnſe- 
quently, what he ſhall buy will tend leſs to raiſe the 
Market here, a very large ſum would be annually 
faved in the Bounty, and no interruption would 
happen to the Exportation-trade, by the ceafing 
of the Bounty, until the high price ſhould re- 
quire it. 

The purport of all that hath been 

Coxcruvs tox. ſaid is this, that as the variety of 
| the ſeaſons will always prevent the 
price of Corn being fixed by a Law, and, could it 
be done, it would be attended with inconveniences, 
and the attempt would diſcourage Tillage, therefore 


all that can be done is to regulate the matter ſo, 


that it may be kept in a due medium, which our 
preſent Laws have done beyond expectation; and, 
conſequently, that every attempt to alter them, with 
the leaſt probability of ſucceſs, muſt be made by 


comparing the ftate of the affair before the time 


they were made with the ſtate thereof ſince they 
H have 


106 


with what propriety we freely ſubmit, but could wiſh, 


Confiderations on FA Laws, Gr. 
have ae! in force, which hath been endeavoured, 


whether any alteration is made or not, all the Laws 
relating to the Corn-trade were reduced 1 into one Act 
of Parliament. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Tun following Papers have been publiſhed, 
in part at leaſt, by others, except the counts of 
the Importation ; but it is not remembered that they 
have been viewed or RE: in the ſame light as 


in this Celecuon, , 
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ied, 
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RELATIVE TO * 
PRICE, EXPORTATION,” AND IMPORTA- 
TION, OF f CORN, &. | 
AN account of * true Market price of 


beat and Malt in Windſor Market from 1595 in- 
clufive to 1765 excluſive. Taken from the Audit- 


books in Eton College. 


Tear Wheat 


E 


qr. 
| | K E 
1598 — 2 0 © — 1 0 © 
1596 — 2 8 0 — 1 6 8 
they” — 1 . 6. 
1598 — 216 8 — 1 12 6 
1599 — 1 19 3 — 1 3 4 
1600 — 117 8 — 1 0 © 
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Year 8 
1601 I 14 10 — 
r £ O Ki- 
1603 115 4 — 
1604 — 1 108 — 
2165 — 115 10 — 
606 ff 1 0 
1607 — 116 8 — 
1609 — 210 © — 
116 115 8 — 
1611 —» 840 
1612 — 2 2 4 — 
z 2 8 8 — 
in A 1 85 
1613ͤ — 118838 — 
1518 — 2 884 R— 
1617 — 2 8 8 4+ 
1618 — 2 6 8 — 
16190 — 114 — 
1620 — 1 10 4 — 
1521 — 110 4 — 
1622 — 218 & — 
1623 — 24 1200ͤ 
1624 — 2 8 0 — 


| „Note, theſe are The Taſ fears hetadeT Tn in each Iybrbge. 


A Collection o Piper. relative to the 
An account of the true Market-price of Wheat and 
Malt in Windfor Market from 1595 incluſive to 
1765 excluſive. | 


Malt qr. 
Yr 
1 4 6 
"1 4) 
14 8 
14 6 
E050 
19 4 
18 4 
4 © 
9 © 
19 4 
19 8 
I - 4 
I oy 
08: Fl 0 
. 4 
1 4 8. 
1 0 4 
1 
19 8 
18 8 
16 0 
1 6 0 
1 11 2, 
. 0 


926625 


4 


nd 
to 


25 


Fuad Een, an Repurm of Cn. 123. 
Art accbtt of the trite Market price of bear a 
Ar in- rage, Nvirkot from: 555 to 


1765 excluſive. . 
Yead! Wheat qt. 0 
92 1 * > 
1625 — 2 12 — 1 1 6 
1626 — 2 9 4 — 1 7 89 
1627 — 116 — 1 o 0 
16,89 - 8 0 — 18 06 
1629 — 2 2 0 — 1 4 0 
1630 —ů“ 2 15 8 — 114 0 
1631 — 3 8 & — 1218 8 
1632 — 213 4 — 111 O 
1633 — 218 — 1 8 0 
1634 — 216 0 — 112 4 
16335 — 216 — 7 7 8 
1636 — 216 8 — 1 8 8 
1637 — 213 — 119 4 
1638 — 217 4 — 2 2 4 
1639 — 2 410 — 111 8 
15840 — 2 498 — 1 7 8 
1541 — 28 0 — 1 9.0 
Ws 
1 0 in the account. 
2 I RE id by Biſhop — 
1 
— „ — rv 
1647 — 313 8 — 117 0 
1648 —— 4 3 — 2 0 
1649 — 1 0 d — 2 3 
16560 — 316 8 — 1 18 6 
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Pritt, Ecport, and Inport, Cn. 116 
An accouht' of- the' true Market-price of Wheat and 
Malt in Windſor Market from 7595 1 


nf 


to 


Year \ Wheat gr. Malt qr. 
; 1 f 1 
1697 — 2 2 00 — 18 0 
16758 — 219 0 — 1 8 8 
1679 — 3 0 0 — 16 8 
1680 — 3 5 — 1 2 83 
1681 — 2 6 8 — 1 4 8 
1682 ——2'4 0 — 1 8 0 
1683- — 2 0 0 — 1x 8 8 
1684 — 2 4 0 — 1 5 4 
1688 — 2 6 8 — 1 8 „ 
16868 — 114 0 — 1 5 4 
1667 — 1 5 2 — 1 4 0 
1688 — 2 6 0 — 1 2 © 
1669 — 110 0 — 1 0 0 
1690 — 114 8 — 19 4 
1691 — 114 o — 17 4 
1602 — 2 6 8 — 1 4 4 
1699 — 3 7 8 — 110 © 
1694 — 3 4 0 — 112 © 
1698 — 213 0 —— 112 0 I 
16966 — 3110 — 1 8 0 
1697 —— 3 0 — 1 8 0 f 
1698 — 3 8 4 — 1 12 © 
— 1 — LY 
1700 — 2 0 0 — 111 4 
1701 — 117 8 — 1 4 © 
1702 — 1 9 6 —— 1 $8 © 
7 1703 
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vie, Nepant, m Pripev?, "if b n. ry 
1 An aceduſnt of the true Market price of -Phearand 
Alt in Mad br Market from sr me- to 


1765 excluſive. 
Year Wheat'qr. 8 
N 4. . . bd. 1. 4. 
1728 — 214 6 — 112 © 
1729 — 2 6 — 15 4 
1730 — 116 6 — 1 7 0 
1731 — 112 10 — 1 0 53 
1732 — 1 6 8 — 13 8 
1733 — 18 4 — 1 42 8 
1734 — 118 0 — 1 2 8 
133 — 2 3 — 1 8 
1936 — 20 4 — 1 4 0 
1937 — 118 o — 1 6 8 
17438 — 115 — 18 0 
1949 — 118 6 — 1 6 0 
1740 — 2 10 38 — 112 
174. — 2 6 8 — 1 12 8 
1742 — 114 o — 1 10 %8 
' 1543 — 1 410 — 1 86 
1744 — 1 410 — 1 4 8 
„ e een 
1746̃ — 1 19 —— 1 2 4 
1747 — 1 14 0 — 1 28 
17548 — 177 — 13 4 
mag — 117 — 134 
1750 — 112 6 — 1 3 4 
1951 — 118 6 — 16 0 
1752 — 2 1 10 — 1 7 4 
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An account of the true Market-price of Wheat and 
Malt in Windſor Market from, 1595 incluſive to 


1765 excluſive. 1 

Lear Wheat qr. Malt qr. 

| J. '% d. 4. 4. d. 
i 1753 — 2 4 8, — 1 7 4 
4 | 1754 — 1148 — 1 8 © 
1 1755 — 1136 — 1 5 4 
f 1756, — 2 5 3 — * 6 o 

17577 — 3 0 0 — 116 © 

1758 — 210 0 — 1.16 o 

2759 — 1 e,.“ 

1760 — 116 6 — 1 6 0 

19761 — 1 10 3 — 1. 5. 4 

1762 — 119 0, — 1 7 4 

1763, — 2 0.9. —_116 o 

1764 — 2 6 9 — 114 0 


Note. In the foregoing computations yau are to 
know, that in every year there are two prices of Corn, 
the one at Lady-day, the other at Michaelmas; both 
which are put together, and the half 1s taken for the 
common price of that year, and the tax 1s i 
from the price of Malt. 2 

Since printing the former Edition the ac accounts for 
1765 and 1766 have been obtained, and are 


1765 —— 2 14. 0. 112 8 t 
1766 2 8 6 1 14 O i 
That is, on the average London Meaſure, 7 
1765, — 2 2 8 I 5 97 & 
1766 — 118 32 6 104. * 


Average of the two £7] 
2 0 55 — 1 6 4 
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2t and | 
| 
ve to A TABLE 5 Ii 
| EF prices of Deas and Malt. an; 
; 2 of years TR Tg | 
: and when. Averages. 
) No. | from to || Qr. Wheat. | Qr. Malt. | l 
IT | 1595 1606 | 2 i- 64] 2.8085 
| 20 | 1606 | 1626 | 2 3 211 29 
) 20 | 1626 | 1646 | 2 10 5 | 1 10 © 
20 | 1646 | 1666 || 2 17 511 12 o 4 
| 20 | 1666 | 1686 || 2 92 j'2-$-! 7 
& 20 | 1686 | 1506 | 2 5 104 | 1- 6 
| 20 | 1706 | 1726 [2 4 9 | 1 8 27 
20 | 1726 | 1746 | 1 17 of | 1 7 of | 
19 | 1746 | 1765 | 2 o 14| 1 7 B84 
51 | 1595 | 1646 2 5 34 1 5 51 
40. | 1646 1686 || 2 11 104 | 1 9 4 
re to 40 | 1686 | 1726 2 5 311 7 5] 
orn, 39 | 1726 | 1765 | 1 18 114 | 1 7 4 
both | | 
- the g1 | 1595 | 1686 | 2 8 24 7 74 
79 | 1686 | 1765 2 2 of |1 7 44 
ted . A 
170 | 1595 | 1765 |2 5 4 1 7 5+ 
s for 


Theſe averages are taken to ſuch particular years, 
that thoſe as were ſtruck by Biſhop Fleetzwood might 
ſtand here, as he hath given them; and the chaſm 
of 1642, 3, 4, and 5, is not here regarded; but the 
average of the ſixteen years, from 1625 to 1642, is 
taken for that of the twenty years from. 1625, to 
1646, as it can make no great difference in the ſaid 


3 twenty, 


— ” 


e 
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twenty, and-fcarcely re 
un ſeventy, years. 

Ide way the College comes at [theſe pricts i 1 
this: The College Baker and*Brewer attend AW indſor 
Market on the Market-days next before Lach De 
and Michaelmat; and bring an account of the higheſt 
prices, that Wheat and Malt are fold for in the 
Market on thofe days, tq the Proyoſt and Fellows: 


and it cannot be doubted hut they are taken with 


great care; for, according thereto, the Regts arc 
ſettled for the current year, it being only: Jeft to 
the tenant's option whether: he will pay im Mheat 
and. Malt in kind, or in Money, at the faid Mapket- 
price. 

As theſe are the-prices-of-thel-bod-itlhuat and 
Malt, and the buſhel at Windſor contains ning gal- 
lons, they, by no means; give a true ſtate of the 
mean or middle prices of the {aid Corn pr Grain, of 
what the value would have been of all · the Wheat fit 
for Bread, and all the Malt made from all tha Barley 
fit for that purpoſe, ſuppoſing'the whole | of each to 
have been mixed together on two diſtinct heaps ; or 
what each of them would have been worth or hare 
ſold for in each year; or what the reſpective ave- 
- "rages at or bot: cho times before noted wauld. have 
been. 


— FRETS be found. from them with 
| ; — exactneſs i by deducting one ninth for the 
difference of the buſhel / above the Statute-moaſure, 
and the none niatly more, ſromm che remainder g for, it 

hath 


fo! 
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bath been found that the value of all the Wheat 
fit for bread, if mixed together, would pe eight 
vinths, of the value of the beſt Wheat, and the 
ſame proportion may reaſonably be ſuppoſed in 
Barley. | 

This, however, would be too. tedious to do here 
for the whole time, but the following table ſhews 


what the general averages are, according to ſuch cal- 


I 
l — 
a 
” , a * 
1 — | | 
Is „inn 
il i fy 
308% 9 ny | n zn 9 
i . 91 ou 4 
F 15 ae | 9451? TABL 
wi 9 


1h Thee f n He W W. 


periods ih "id Tor 
ED a 


Wr 
| Pia Wie — Malt in cpo N 


20 16861706 

20 17061726 
20 | 1726 | 1746 
19 | 1746 | 1765 


51 | 1595 | 1646 || 1 15 93 1 © 13 
40 | 1646 | 1686 [| 2 0113] 1 3 2+ 
40 | 1686 | 1726 || 1 15 931 1 8z 
| 39 | 1746 | 1765 11% 9 1 1 75 
gr | 1595 | 1686 || 1 18 of | 1 1 103 
79 | 1686 | 1765 || 1 13 24.1 1 73 


170 | 1595 | 1765 | 1 15 91 1 8 


From the foregoing accounts, and the laſt table, 
it is obſervable, that the prices of Wheat and Malt 
have not been higher ſince the Bounty hath been 
paid, which was firſt given in 168g ; but, on the con- 


trary, Wheat * been conflderably cheaper on the 
whole, 
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whole, and continually on the decline ; notwith- 
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there js reaſon te to believe, 9 cad eat is 
become more generally the 2 


the Bounty was given “, 
which difference in t the 2 of When bebe 


below, vis. b vs 
n 1 7 5 8 
3686 wee Average - r ad,$ 

Loſs ot the fra fs rar +: ted 


From 1593 to 1686 Average = i t8 6 
1726 to 1765 Average 110 9 


Leſs for the laſt 39 years — 8 


From 1595 to 1686 Average — 1 18 © 
1686 to 1765 Average — 1 13 3 


Leſs for the laſt 74 years 6 4 i 


and, if we compare the Avetage of the forty years 
immediately before that in which the Bounty took 
place with the average of the whole time fince, the 


@ See Fuppy. f. fee: 16. 
5 12 From 


124 acalaia, ** relative tothe © 


2 - 185% 8 7 val *. of 3 7 | ſed , 
From 1646 to 1686 Average | e 
| 2686 to 1765 Average , 707” 1 1% 


Leſs for the laſt 79 years = 5 125 4 1 1 7 T8 
And hereby the utility and good effects offtic Bbun? 
ty are manifeſted, in that Tillage hath been thereby 
ſo encouraged and improved as to make Wheat chea- 
perat home, and at the ſame time bring large ſums 
into the Kingdom for the Corn exported, of which 
the following accounts have been laid before Pafliz- 
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Nou he price! 6 Wheat-and Malt in the laſt 


Barley i che um Malt dedncting 38. d- per 
quarter forimaking: the price. f Qats is calculated 
at: three-fourths of- the price off Barley; -And the 
pfice*of «Rye is caleulate&at two-thirds;of the price: 
of Wheat} which propottions ara frequently, or rather 
generally, "Foun between their feſpeRive prices. 

Thi fhid' price of Malt Towevtt 8 to be und 


— ww — 


ſtood, of that, mage Je for home-conſf! 0 nly; 1 for 

by — 2 38. Lc. n 1 Fa 
of Malt is to be lowed for every tum quarters of 
Barley When mated for exportation;-amt-the Bounty 
I paid accordingly, _ 

Now, two quarters 'of Barley Haring k been worth 
on the avetage only 368. we ought not to ſuppoſe 
three quatterb b the Malt ſet don in the faid ac- 


count as exported, worth more, i. e. 128. per quarter. 
Here follow the accounts o of the ſums paid for Boun- 


tics on the foregoing quantities of Coch exported· 


Account of the total amounts of the ſeveral Bounded 
paid for Corn exported from England fiom 1697 to 
11 786,heing NINE years, with the ann averages : 


Barley" 1 2975530 172 * 31.461 t 81 
Mat — 623,345 4 = 2 6 ==""""77;018 3 9 


Oatmeal = 2,015 4 — 2 6 — 251 18 9 
Rye — 238,085 7 — 3 6 — 41,822 10 71 
Wheat — 552, 867 223% — 138,216 16 34 


Quarterg 1,668,904 o L. 289.670 14 & 
Averages _ 185,433 6 C. 32,185 12 8 
Accoun 
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Account of the total amaauts of the ſerenil Bowpties 
| paid for Corn exported rom Eg A 37060 
pry Nr WW 1 

qi d. „ 4 „ 

1 2390372 4 6 — 484 1 

Malt l 4416 1 +» 

Gus; | 44921126 — ' 1499.53 

Rye . =  Sabar 6 +3 , s 9 

Wheat — 4, 51,33 4 . 6 . 620,653 2 


Gen die t en 4 
Averages 406, % ih C. 6s. 481 4 2 


Account of the tatal amounts, of the Teveral Bounties 
paid for Corti. exported from England from 1726 to 
1746,beingTwEntY La ales 

rs. b. 4. d. 2. SM 

Barley — $90,080 6 — 2 6 — 13-760 1 105 

Malt — 3, 81,332 4 —2 5 — 483.916 Hs 

| Oatmeal 45932 3—2 6 — 5,741 10 114 
| Rye — 320,020 6 — 3 6 — 9,03 12 I} 
Wheat e 9 —1,115:334 7 6 


Quarters 9-486,703 7 * 169.756 4 2 


Averages 474495 1 Lc 0 4 
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Account of the total amounta of the ſov 5 


paid for Corn exp Ortel from England from 1946 

to 1765, being xixIRRN years, with the anawdl 
_ averages. Sis }; 27 22 8 = 
Burley 1,268, % 1 —n 6 — 188.811 © 


4 
. 


x 
Mak 4. , 0 % 2 6 — 379,162 19 4 
Oatmeal 57,196 4 —2 6, 6.308 6 3 
Rye — 39,580 7 — 3 6 — 164,03 
Wheat 6; 9,017 1 _ 320 — 1,700,004 5 * 


Quarters 13.884,56 3 I 5 N 4 2,628, 03 4 AF 
a... L A. ——_—— 4 1 * 3 


Averages Jaybbiy TL. 133,942 3 6 
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It would have given us great pleaſure to have been 
able to have begun the foregoing accounts from 
1689, when; the Bounty took place; but we do not 
find them made up farther back, and it is moſt pro- 
bable that before 1697 the Export was not conſi- 
derable enough for notice; as a courſe of nine years 
cannot be thought too long to have elapſed before 
the laws could operate ſo far as to enable us to ex- 
port any material quantity, who, before they took 
place, uſed to be frequently large Importers f. 

During the foregoing period of fſixty-eight years 
the Export hath with ſome few exceptions been pro- 
hibited four ſeveral times, viz. from Feb. 10, 1693 
for one year, from Nov. 18, 1709, to Sept. 29, 1710; 
from Dec. 1740, to Dec. 25, 1741; and from Dec. 
1756, to Dec. 27, 1757. Which laſt prohibition 
was prolonged to Dec. 25, 1758, and continued to 
March 25, 1769. And from Feb. 12, 17886, to Sept. 
29, 1700, no Bounty was paid on any Corn export- 
ed; nor was any payable on Oatmeal exported till 
May 1, 1707. 

Which prohibitions, non-payment of Bounty, and 
none being paid on Oatmeal at firſt, would, all to- 
gether, make a conſiderable deduction from the mo- 
neys in the preceeding pages, could we diſtinguiſh 
their amount; but no account thereof, as we can 
learn, hath been made out by Authority, no more 
than of ſuch Grain as hath been exported, for which 


See Note p. 45. and ſupp. ch. 2. ſec. 12 and 13. 
K no 
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no Bounty is at any time payable. For theſe rea- 
ſons, and becauſe it is intended in theſe obſervations 
to give the objections to paying the Bounty their 
full force, no notice is taken thereof in theſe ac - 


counts, and the Bounty is ſuppoſed to have been 


paid on all the Corn exported of every fort for the 


whole 1 xty-eight years. 
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From the five laſt pages may be ſeen the progreſs | 
of the Export and Import from time to time, and | 
for the whole time from 1697 to 1765, as to QUAan- | 
71TY : we ſhall preſently ſee the value in Monzr, 


1 whereby will appear what benefit and ſavings the na- 
1 . tion hath received therefrom. ö 

1 But, before the accounts are produced, it may be 
:| Wl proper to ſhew upon what principles they are ſtated, 
unt it may appear that in thoſe, as well as in all the 
"| reſt of the foregoing papers, nothing is taken for 
- granted, or inhanced in favour of the Export, but 
A chat the moſt moderate principles are adopted 
1 WT throughout, with a view, if poſſible, to curate 
; every objection. 

a Firſt then, the Debtor ſides of the accounts con- 


fiſt of a charge of the Bounty for all the Corn exported; 
and the value of all the Corn imported, rated at thoſe 
ligh prices at which the low duties are to commence®. 

The firſt article might have been leſſened by de- 
ducting the Bounties for 1700, and in ſome other 
years, when none were paid, and ſor Oatmeal till 
1 1707. 
f And the Corn imported might very juſtly have 
been left out of the accounts, ſince it is moſt pro- 
1 bable, had there been no Export, the Import would 
have been much larger . 

Secondly, the credit ſides of the accounts conſiſt 
of the value of all the Corn exported, rated only at 
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* See page 96. 
+ See Nate, page 38. and ſupp. ch, 2, ſec, 13. and 14. 
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the average prices“ as noted in pages 132 and 133. 
And to the profits at the foot of the ſaid account, 
reduced into annual averages, are added the ſavings 
in the price of Wheat eaten at home, which for the 
firſt twenty-nine years is valued only at nine , pence, 
and the laſt thirty-nine years at only one ſhilling and 
ſeven pence per quarter, although it appears page 123 
to have been cheaper by two ſhillings and three, penu 
during the firſt and ſeven fillings and three pence du- 
ring the ſecond period than it was wor $595 to 
1686. E45 5 hs 


It might, with great reaſon, have been valued ſamewhat 
bigher; it is ſeldom ſhipped ſo low as the average price ; and 
it may be queſtioned if the Bounty, one time with another, 
pays freight, commiſſion, and all other incidental charges. 
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DF. Account of Corn exported and imported from 


. 1697 to 1706, being NINE years. 


"A 8 
Bounty as per page 133 28380, 670 14 © 
Imported as per page 144 
Barley - 361 7 at 32 0 579 0 0 
Oats, - 2,056 4 - 16 © - 1,645 4 © 
Oatmeal = 4 5 - 32 © - i 8 © 
Rye 3,972 6 - 40 © - 7,945 10 © 
Wheat 2,633 0 = 53 4 7,021'6 8 
Quarters 9,028 6 £. 306, 869 2 8 
1 | 
Exported as per page 131 
Barley - 251,689 7 at 16 6 - 207,644 2 11 
Malt - 623,345 4 - 12 © - 374,007 6 o 
Oatmeal - 2,015 4 24 9“ 2,494 3 7 
Rye - 238,985 7 - 24 2 - 288,777 0 3 
Wheat 552,867-2 - 36 3 - 1,002,071 17 9 
Quarters 1,668,904 o F 1,874,994 10 6 
Deduct as above DF. 306,869 2 8 
Gained in nine years 1,568,125 7 10 
That is per annum 174,236 I 
To which add gd. per qr. ſaved on 
5625 
3,750, ooo Wheat ate in England "We 1, on 
Total gained and ſaved per annum 314,861 3 I 
* Note, Oatmeal is double the price of Oats, 
L D*, 
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DF. Account of Corn exported and imported from 


1706 to 1726, being TWENTY years. 
l. 


Bounty as per page 134 — 1,377, 


Imported as per page 144 

Barley 1,879 oat 32 0 3,006 
Oats - 64,622 6 16 0 51,698 
Oatmeal 593 7 - 320 - ., 950 
Nee 6- 400- I 


d. 
0 


Wheat 24,313 0 53 4 6,168 


Quarters 69,409 3 L. 1,432,856 


Per Contra Ci. 

Exported as per page 131 

Barley - 433,237 2 at 18 8 404,354 
Malt - 4,381,205 © - 12 © 2, 628,723 
Oatmeal 11,922 1 - 28 © - 16,690 
Rye 789,618 6 - 23 7 = 931,092 
Wheat 2,518,213 4 = 35 4 - 4,448,843 


oO W © 4” 


Quarters 8,134,196 5 CJ. 8,429,704 
Deduct as above D. 14,432,856 


| Gained in twenty years 6,996,848 


That is per annum 349,8 42 
To which add gd. per qr. ſaved on a 
3,7 59,000 Wheat ate in England »025 


Total gained and ſaved per annum 490, 467 


] 
( 
( 
] 
' 
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Df. Account of Corn exported and imported from 
1726 to 1746, being TWENTY years. 
Bounty paid as per page 134 1,769, 76 4 2 
Imported as per page 144 
Barley, - 48,073 6atzz o 76,918 0 © 
Oats - 470,314 2 - 16 © 376,251 8 0 
Oatmeal - 21 6 32 0 34 16 0 
Rye 186,354 0 - 40 0 - 372,08 & o 
Wheat + 128,087'3 - 53 4 341,566 6 8 


Quarters 832,851 1 C. 2,937,234 14 10 


—_— 


Per Contra Ci. 

Exported as per page 131 | | 
Barley - 590,080 6 at 17 9 $523,696 13 3 
Malt 43,871,332 4 12 © - 2,322,793 10 © 
Oatmeal 45,932 3 - 26 7 - 61,051 15 4 
Rye - $20,020 6 19 11 - $17,853 19 1t 
Wheat 4, 461,337 4 - 29 10 - 6,654,828 8 g 


1 


Quarters 9, 488,703 7 L. 10,080,224 


7 
Deduct as above Dr. 2,937, 234 14 10 


Gained in twenty years 7, 142,989 12 5 


That is per annum 357,149 9 7 
To which add 18. 7d. per qr. ſaved on 


296,8 
3,750, ooo Wheat ate in England 290,875 0 0 


Total gained and faved per annum 654,024*. 9 SO 


1 | . 


| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
0 
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Dr. Account of Corn exported and imported from 
1746 to 1765, being NINETEEN years. 

=: 3 

2,628,503 4 7 


Bounty paid as per page 135 
Imported as per page 144 


Barley - 24,901 3 at 32 © = 39,842 4 0 
Oats - 474,762 1 - 16 © - 379,809 14 © 
Oatmeal 21,023 0 32 © - *, 33,636 16 © 
Rys - 9,556 7 - 490 - 2), 113 15 0 
Wheat 150,407 5 - 53 4 = 401,087 o 0 

Quarters 680,651 © L. 3, 501, 992 13 7 
Per Contra Ci. | 85 


Exported as per page 131 

Barley 1,268,088 1 at 18 3 1,157,130 8 3 
Malt 4,777,303 6 - 12 © - . 2,866,382 5 o 
Oatmeal 67,186 4 - 27 4 - 91,821 11 o 
Rye - 939,580 7 - 21 I = . 990,474 16 11 
Wheat 6,800,017 1 - 31 8 - 10,766,693 15 7 


Qu". 13,852,176 3 L. 15,872,502 16 9 
Deduct as above D. 3, 501,992 13 7 


Remains gained in nineteen years 12, 370, 510 3 2 


— 


That is per annum 651,079 9 7 


To ck add 18. 7d.“ per qr. ſa ved on 6 
. 8 
3,750, ooo Wheat ate in England 299,075 © © 


—__ 


Total gained and ſaved per annum 947,9 51 9 7 7 


* Inſtead of 18. 7d, which was taken for one-third of 4s. 10d. 
—28. 5d, 1. e,—one-third of 7s. 3d, ſhould have been taken in 


this, and the laſt page: See p. 123, 
: 2 Totals 


Totals of the 


Gains and Savings per annum, brought former Eno cc... 


4 
9 b1 ere — © o Grof — 9 Þ1 166217 — 8911 — 1691 — gg 


It 7 177.464 — © o Slg'gbys — 11 7 gfffoos — 8911 — 9711 — 68 
+ g1 gg6*SEÞ — © o 790i — + gr reg — goli — 4691 — 6 


4 6 v$6446 —o © 948596 — L 6 Glofifdy — 8911 — 97141 — 61 — 
L 6 broibig — © o 64896 — L 6 651581? — gþli — grli — oz 


— 


Pp * 7 7 of 7 7 9 7 
$1220. gulf arg sur d) a ung s R 
o 


Price, Export, and Import, of Corn. 


981 881 
&þS1 £1 aBred uon pra a2 nõ/ fmnuue td sgularg pur sue ↄqn Jo $[23OT, 


en in 
otals 


"+ = . WT. —_ E 4 
. 4 . 1 
s Ha — WXrf 


358 AColleim of Paper: relative 10 the 


By the laſt page it appears, at one view, what the 
totals of the gains and ſayings made by the Exporta- 
tion of Corn for fixty-eight years have been, and how 
the ſame have increaſed during that period, the value 
of all the Corn imported, and amount of all the 
Wanne being deducted. 

And theſe accounts are founded on facts; which, 
it ſhould ſeem, cannot be in the leaſt controverted, 
the moſt material doubt that can be raiſed againſt 
them would be to aſſert, that, however fully and 
clearly they may be ſtated, however certain the 
facts on which they are founded are, yet there can 
be no dependence thereon, unleſs we could know 
that an equal quantity of Corn hath been conſumed 
ſince to what was conſumed before the Bounty 
took place; and that the number of Men and other 
animals, who are fed with and live on Grain, in the 
year 1764, is equal to that of thoſe which was ſup- 
ported in 1689 thereby. 

For although it doth appear, that Bread-Corn and 
all other Grain are, and have been, as cheap, or 
cheaper, fince the Bounty on the Export hath been 
given than befote ; yet it may haye happened by the 
number of the people being leſſened, or by ſome 
other means, that the conſumption of Grain in this 
Kingdom hath been ſo decreaſed, as that ſuch cheap- 
neſs ſhould not at all, or at leaſt not wholly, be at- 
tributed to the imaginary increaſed quantity of Corn 
grown by the extenſion of Tillage, arifing +; ne 
rather 
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rather occaſioned by, the encouragement given by 
ſuch Bounty. 


This muſt undoubtedly be admitted ; but then it 
muſt at the ſame time be alſo granted, on the con- 
trary, that it may have happened by the number of 
the people being increaſed, or by ſome other means, - 
that the conſumption of Grain in the Kingdom hath 
been alſo increaſed during the ſaid period, and then 
ſuch cheapneſs ought wholly to be attributed to the 
really increaſed quantity of Corn produced by the 
extenſion of Tillage ariſing from, or rather occa- 
ſioned by, ſuch Bounty. 

The general opinion ſeems to be for the laſt of 
theſe propoſitions, and that the number of Men and 
other animals fed on Grain 1s greatly increaſed, But 
this, as to Men at leaſt, doth not appear to be the 
caſe; and yet there are reaſons to think they are at 
leaſt equal to, or ſomewhat exceed, what they then 


were, and from the beſt authority could be obtained, 


that the number in England and Wales was then, and 
is now, about 81x MILLIONS “. 

The difficulties that attended this Enquiry were 
not inconſiderable, and in making it an opportu- 
nity was taken, in order to get at the amaynts of the 
annual growth of all forts of Grain, to inquire what 
quantity of Bread they conſume per head annually, 
and how much of each ſort of Grain is made into 
Bread, and applied to other uſes, and this is the reſult 
of our enquiries. | 

See Supp. ch. 3. 


L4 That 
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That the numbers of the ſaid fix millions, who 


| ate the ſeveral ſorts of Corn in Bread, and the ave- 


rage quantities which they annually conſume * 
head, are as follows: 


Numbers * of the | 
people qr. b. 

397 59,000 Wheat 1 © 
7399900 { Conſume annually J Barley 1 3 
888,000 |- each pi NTT 
723, ooo Oats 2 7 


Beſides that which is made into Bread, there is 


reaſon to ſuppoſe the following quantities of the 


above and other ſorts of Grain are annually expended 
in other uſes. 


rs. 
90,900 Wheat diſtilled and made Starch, c, 
3,300,000 Barley in beer 
| 117,000 ditto, other uſes, 
2,461,500 ＋ Oats, horſes, ſoup, &c, 
31,000 Rye, Tanners and hogs. 
90,000 Beans and Peaſe, for Negroes, horſes, 
and hogs. 
134,000 Peaſe, for Sailors and Soup. 
90,000 Rape and other ſeed, for oil. 


And this exclufive of the ſeveral ſorts of garden 
ſeeds, and pulſe ate green, of which we could form 
no idea. | 


* See Supp, ch. 4 and 5. 
t Note, From the year 1752 to 1765, the annual conſump- 


 tioh-of Oats in London only is increaſed above 52,000 qrs. 


From 
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Price, Export, and Import, of Corn. 16x 
From theſe laſt accounts, together with thoſe in 
the foregoing part of this Collection, we may pro- 
ceed to ſtate the particular and general accounts of 
Corn conſumed, exported, imported, and grown an- 
nually, and the proportions they ſeverally bear to 
each other; wherein although it may be poſſible, 
ſome things will be miſtaken, yet we preſume that 
the whole will be rather under than above the 
truth. 


PARTICU LAR ACCOUNTS OF CORN CON. 


'SUMED, Oe. 
Firſt, of BARLEr. 
je qrs. 
Bread — — — 1,016,125 
Malt - — — — 3, 300, ooo 
Hogs and other purpoſes _ 117, oo0 


Conſumed at home — 4,333,125 
Exported page 132 


viz, Raw 37,398 } 


Malted 133,85 5* 171,253 


Conſumed and exported - — 4,604,378 


Imported page 145, deduct — 1,106 


Annu growh — e 


Note, One third of the Malt exported is deduQted to re- 
Cuce it into Barley. 
Of 
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Of which the annual Export is little more than 
.one twenty-ſeventh part, and that in the year 1750, 
which was 445,004, after reducing the Malt into 
Barley, being the higheſt ever known“, was not 
quite one tentb, | 


Second Orrs, 

| x Qrs. 
Bread — — — 1,791,225 
Horſes and other purpoſes — 2,461,500 


Conſumed at one — 4,262,723 
Exported page 132 — +3737 
Conſumed and exported — 4,256,462 


Imported Page 145, deduct 8 
viz. Meal 636 4 


Corn 14,878 4 57515 
Annual growth — 4.240, 947 


To which both the annual Export and Import 
bear a very inſignificant proportion, but the higheſt 
Importation which was in 1763, as per page 143, 
with the meal, amounted to 219,310, i. e. one nine- 
teenth part of the growth. | 


* See page 129. 
+ Note, One quarter of Oatmeal is equal £ to #:vo quarters of 
Oats. | 


Third, 


ww 7 wa = 


50, 


rd, 
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Third, RTE. 
qs. 


Bree — 999, ooo 
Other purpoſes — 31,000 


— — — 


Conſumed at home — 1,030,000 
Exported page 132 — A 36,591 


Conſumed and exported — , 066,591 
Imported page 145, deduct " 2,939 
Annual growth — 8 ,063,652 


Of which the annual Export is about one twwenty- 
ninth part, and that in 1906 being the higheſt Ex- 
port, viz. 166,512 qrs. * if there is no miſtake in 
the accounts, is more than one ſeventh, however the 
next higheſt, which was in 1749, viz. 106,312 F, 
is one tenth. 


Fourth, WRRATr. 


qrs. 
Bread — — — 3.750, ooo 
Other purpoſes — — 90,000 


Conſumed at home — 3,840, ooo 


Exported page 132 — — 210,771 


Conſumed and exported 4,050,771 
Imported page 145, deduct — 4,168 


Annual growth — — 4,046,603 


Page 126, + Page 129, of 
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Of which the annual Export is rather leſs than 
one nineteenth part; but the higheſt Export, vi. in 
1750, being 947,602 * was more than one fifth. 

As to the remaining articles of Beans, Peaſe, 
Rape-ſeed, &c. as mentioned page 160, we ſhall 
not take any. farther account of them, nor include 
them in the general account of the growth, as the 


quantities there mentioned are founded more on con- 
jecture than any of the others there noted. 


GENERAL ACCOUNTS OF CORN CON- 
SUMED, Ge, | 


Growth Conſumed Export Import 

Barley 4,603,272 — 4,433,125 — 171,253 = 1,106 
Oats 4,240,947 = 4,252,725 = 3,737 = 15,515 
Rye 1,063,652 — 1,030,000 = 36,591 = 2,939 
Wheat 4,046,603 — 3,840,000 = 210,771 — 4,168 


13,954,474 
Seed“ 1,395,447 


15,349,921 13,555,850 423 1352 23.7 7261 


* Page 129. 

+ The ſeed is called one /cuth. 

t The total of the Export being here only 422, 362, and 
the Import amounting to 23,728, whereas the firſt, page 131, 
1s 487,411, and the laſt, page 144, is only 23,410, ariſes from 
the Malt being reduced into Barley, and the Oatmeal into 
Oats, which it was not proper to do in the general accounts, 
the Cuſtom-houſe not haying done it. | 


The 


an 
in 


> & =O. 


Prize, Export, and Import, of Corn. 16g 


The PRorok TIONS, which all the Corn annually 
grown, conſumed, exported, and imported, bear to 
each other, are as under. 

The ExrorrT is bare one one thirty-ſecond part of 
the CONSUMPTION, one thirty-third part of the 
6KOWTH, excluſive of the ſeed, one thirty-fixth part 
of the GROWTH, including the ſeed, and not near 
one third of the szep itſelf, ſuppoſing it only one 
tenth of the 6ROWTH : nor did even the higheſt year 
ever known, the year 1750, when the amount of the 
Export was 1,500,220 qrs.* ſurpaſs the sEED one 
twelfth part; and yet what prodigious benefit hath 
the Nation reaped from the Exportation ! 

The Ixrok r hath been about a five hundred and 
ſeventy firſt part of the consUMeT10N, and one eigh- 
teenth of the Export, and never equalled but a very 
ſmall part of the 6K0wTH. 

The G6rRow7TH, excluſive of the ſeed, which to 
ſave deducting we here omit, exceeds the conſump- 
tion oniy about one thirty-fourth, which confirms what 
is advanced page 25, and ſhews how much they are 
miſtaken who talk of one year's growth ſerving two, 
three, or four; which is the error of many ſenſible 
men and judicious writers, and this confirms. what 
is advanced in the Eflay, page 28, and proves that a 
ſmall deficiency of Crop far exceeds the Export. 


ET qrs. 
* Barley — — — 224.50 
Malt 330, 754, deduct one th'rd —— 220, 503 
Oatmeal 4, 283 doubled — — 8,566 
P'ye — — — go 


Wheat — 
As may be ſcen, p. 129. 


— 947,602 


And 
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And it muſt be allowed; that what is here ſuppo- 
fed the annual ſurplus i is not under- rated, if it be 
granted that the ſtock in hand at Michaelmas 1764 
was equal to that in 1697 ; and that it could not be 
more ſeems clear; for, it was found to be ſo ſmall that 
the Parliament thought neceflary, by act 5 G. III. 
c. 31, to allow no Bounty on Export, or Duty on 
Import, of Wheat till 24 Auguſt; 1765, and alſo 
made farther proviſion to ſtop the Export, if found 
neceſſary, neither of which ſteps were taken in 169), 
though Wheat was then 31. a quarter at Mindſor, 
whereas in 1764 it was only 21. 6s. gd: 'as ny be 
ſeen in the foregoing Regiſter. 

And if we could ſuppoſe all the 1, 500, 220“, 
which was exported in the year 1750, to have been 
the ſurplus of the year 1749, the growth of that year 
did not exceed the annual conſumption one NINTH. 

The whole view in collecting and publiſhing theſe 
papers, and of the obſervations made on them, is 
only to endeavour to ſet the ſtate of the Corn-trade, 
and the effects of our Corn-laws, in a true light, 
wherein, if we have failed, we may at leaft hope 
they will tend to engage ſome other more able hand 
in the attempt, and be of ſome aſſiſtance to dim 1 in 
accompliſhing the ſame. 


* See Page 165. 
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CHAPTER l. 
Of MAGAZINES. | 
— —ê — — 
| SECTION I. — 
Tran/lation of a Letter from the Avoyer, or chief Ma- 
' giftrate, at Berne, in Switzerland, to ———, rela- 
tive to the Magazines for Corn and Wine there & 
S1R, | 
YoU afk me for an account of the provi- 
fions, both for Corn and Wine, which are fubſiſting 
in the Canton of Berne, and if it be true that we owe 
the eftabliſhment of them to the patriotic zeal of a 
citizen of this Republic, who, dying without chil- 
dren, left his riches for that purpoſe: in regard to 
which, T have the honour to acquaint you, that you 
baue been miſinformed as to the nature of the foundation 


A tranſlation of this letter hath before been publiſhed in 
the Mufeum Ruſlicum, vol. II. numb, 41, | 


M 2 ; | — 


a 4. to 2 
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of our Magazines * ; and give me leave to add, by 
the way, that it is not in this little Republic, as in 
great States. At Berne private men have very lender 
fortunes: on the contrary, the S/ ate, by a courſe of 
diſintereſtedneſs and prudent economy in thoſe who 
govern, may paſs for rich, ſince the rights of the 
royalties only, with the tents of the eſtates or lord- 
ſhips, of which they are poſſeſſed, both by purchaſe 
and conqueſt, put it in their power, and even without 
rufing any ſort of tax or exciſe on the people, to lay 
up almoſt every year | ſome ſaving in the treaſury: 

thence it ariſes that the government is always both 
willing and able to relieve the wants of its citi- 
rens and ſubjects, and therefore fuch foundation 
would, in this nn works of 6 


. The Magiſtrate of Berng even flatter them- 
$ 2. ſelves, that it is more honourable for them 
to adminiſter the revenues of the Republic 
in ſuch a manner, that none but itſelf ſhould be in a 
capacity to relieve the people, than it would be, if 
by. augmenting the ſalaries of their officers, which 
they are well able to do, they ſhould, become, after 
the example of many great States, rich citizens in a 
poor Republic. But it is time to finiſh this long 
digreſſion, and to apply m plelf to ſatisfy, Sir, your 
curioſity, I will begin by laying before, Jp f * na- 
ture of the Magazines Arden 


The original of the words in Italic is, ““ que Phitoir 
"4 pretendue: de cet honnete Ci toyen et de ſa W. une 
* fable faite a plaifiry don; il n 'y a pas un mot de vray,” 


The 
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' The People of Berne have to ſorts, one 

5 3. ſubject to great variations, the other always 

the ſame. There are of the fitſt ſort many 
in the capital, and in many other parts of the Canton, 
which are filled, more or leſs, according as the abun- 
dance of the harveſt, and goodneſs of the grain, fur- 
niſh an opportunity; for, beſides the fixed re- 
venue which the ſtate hath in fee-farm rents, it 
hath a great quantity of tithes, which are of a 
very caſual and very different produce: when 
there are ſeveral . fruitful years in ſuccſſion, the 
g-inaries of this ſort in the capital become full; but 
in other parts, if there is an appearance, towards 
Faſter, of a good harveſt, the corn is fold which 
is in the caſtles of the different bailiwics, after ha- 
ving paid the ſeveral ſalaries to which they are made 
liable: and the Bailiffs, who have a certain revenue 
made good to them, account for the ſurplus to 
the chamber of economy at Berne. The Maga- 
zines of the capital, on the contrary, are never 
opened and ſold but in dear times; and then care is 
taken not to ſell to any family more than is ſuffi» 
cient for its ſupply, and always below the Market- 
price. 


As to the Magazines of the ſecond ſort, 
$ 4. they are called the PxovIiSsTox, and were 
eſtabliſhed in purſuance of a convention, 

called the DRY RNSLONAL, which the whole Hel- 
vetic body had entered into for the common defence 
of Switzerland, in caſe of an attack from a foreign 
x3 enemy. 
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enemy. This treaty, regulating the number of 
troops and artillery which each Canton js bound to 


furniſh, obliges them at the ſame time to have 
elways ready, and in ftore, proviſion and ammunition 
in proportion to their contingent. There are of theſe 
Magazines of Proviſion, as well at Berne, as in all 
the caſtles where the Bailiffs reſide: they are never ei- 
ther diminiſhed or increaſed, only care is taken to 
keep them always in good order, and to ſubſtitute 
good Corn in the place of that which decays. A Bai- 
Uff, who ſhould miſapply this proviſion, would be 
_ depoſed; and from time to time the deputies of Berne, 
without giving notice of their intention, viſit theſe 
Magazines, and cauſe the Corn to be meaſured over, 
Although there is fix times more Corn in theſe Ma- 
gazines than the contingent, which Berne furniſhes by 
the PEFPENSIONAL, requires, they have never taken, 
in times of peace, more than one fourth part in an 
exceeding ſcarcity ; and they have had great care to 
refil them without delay. | | 


This is, fir, in abridgement, an account 

$ 5. of the magazines for the proviſion of Corn 
in the Canton of Berne. Several - ſhort 

Crops within fifteen years having cauſed the common 
people to ſuffer by the high price which they were 
obliged to give for their Bread, and the Corn which 
the government cauſed to be purchaſed in Burgundy 
and Srabia, and reſold to a great loſs, having given 
but little er to the miſery of the poor, there is at 
| preſent 
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preſent a project under confideration at Berne, which, 
if it is brought to paſs, will, in all probability, pre- 
vent the ſubjects of this fate from paying very dear 
for their Bread for the time to corne; which is this: 
It is propoſed to build, in thoſe parts of the Canton 
which are moſt fruitful in Corn, large Granaries, and 
at ſuch times when the abundance of the harveſt 
ſhall have cauſed the value of a certain meaſure of 
Corn to fall below a certain price, to buy up, on 
account of the government, all that ſhall be left for 


fale in the Markets, after private. perſons. have done 


buying, to the end that the Owner, or Farmer, may 
be always ſure of having a certain price for his Corn, 
and not be under a neceſſity of being at the expence 
and trouble of laying up what he may have left in 
the Town-hall, or carrying it home again, or elſe 
ſelling it at too low a price to Foreigners in the 
neighbourhood, of whom the ſubje&s of Berne - are 
often afterwards obliged to buy it again at an exor- 
bitant rate. The government, on the contrary, will 
ſell their Corn again to their ſubjects, as ſoon as 
ever the price ſhall. have riſen to a certain degree; 
and by this management they will prevent both the 
too high and too low price of this commodity, both 


of which are inconveniences, in their conſequences 


hurtful enough to deſerve the care of a Sovereign to 
prevent, who hath nothing more at heart than to 
procure, as much as can depend on his care and 
foreſight, the happineſs of the people which Provi- 
as am = EE: en 
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A s to Wine. The State of Berne, having 
* a great quantity of Wine, as tithes and 
quit - rents, in the ſeveral vineyards i in the 
Canton, had formerly a great deal in ſtore, both at 
Berne and elſewhere, of which they made uſe, in 
| ſhort years, both to pay the ſalaries in Wine, which 
are annexed to a number of employments, and to 
ſupply the poor citizens therewith at a moderate 
price, obſerving the ſame precaution as when they 
fell Corn at a low price; but the falaries in Wine 
have by little and little encreaſed to ſuch a degree, 
that at this day there is ſo little left to be laid up, 
that, after two ſucceeding ſhort years, the State finds 
itſelf under a neceſſity of paying a great part of the 
ſalaries in Money, which were appointed to be paid 
in Wine, in order to keep it in their power to ſupply 
the tradeſmen and other poor citizens of Berne there · 
with at a low rate. 

I hope, Sir, that I have been ſo ſucceſsful as to 

my your curioſity, and have the * to be, 

SIR, | 
Your TH ſervant, 


| The foregoing curious letter was -re- 

$ 7. ceived ſome years ſince by a gentleman of 
rank, . whoſe ſuperior abilities are con- 
tinually employed in ſearching out and communica- 
ting to the Public, ſuch things as may be uſeful to 
mankind ; particularly ſuch as tend to the improve- 


ment and increaſe of 22 and to make Corn 
cheap; , 
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cheap; and to him we are indebted for many of the 
n lh RPO 7 2c”, 4 
ann 169 
v — the great care of the 
. V8. {Magiftritees of" Berne, it appears by this 
letter, that the people in that Canton ſuf- 
fer oftener by the dearneſs of Bread than in England, 
which proves that our Corn-laws are better than thoſe 
eſtabliſhed there, and that Magazines do not anſwer 
the end of keeping Corn at a moderate price ſo well 
23 an Exportatios under proper regulations, which 
moſt men think they will, and ſeem juſtified in fo 
thinking, ſince a I CI i. 
moſt politicians. 
In relation to this ſubject, we have the 
ky 9. following ſenfible converſation in a paper 
' called the Humanif, numb. 3. dated 
April g, 1757. Signior Guaſtaldi, when miniſter 
here from the Republic of Genoa, being aſked, 
„Whether in his country public granaries had not 
* been found of ſervice? replied, At Genoa there 


« was no doing without them, and that the flate 


“had always ſeven years PROVISION before band oo 


* Only one year's PROVISION in England would coſt very 
near as much as the amount of the land-tax at 48. all ex- 
penres and waſte included, to keep it in good order, But 
ourCorn is of a ſofter nature and more apt to decay than that 
of Genoa, and it may be ſuppoſed the City only, and not te 
State, is here meaut. 


| 5 but, 


U Surren 


ﬆ ou annually grow more than you eat: and, if I am 


© not miſinformed, it is hardly one year in twenty 


„that the produce uf the earth is not Fully ſufficient 
e for the inhabitants of it. Therefore, your buſmeſs 
< rather ſhould be, to get a market for your ſuperfly- 


“ ixy abroad. Yet, I have been told, ſo negligent 


ig the police here, that at oertaig times the public 
* have given a Bounty to tranſport the Corn from 
re the mouths of your own people, ho at pots 
en IN eee CODER n - 
| Thus far Signior — The Author 
§ 10. goes on, I am ſorry to ſay the remark 
& of this learned foreigner had too much 
cc N in truth; yet, I think, the injury he 
« complains of may be eaſily redreſſed, by diſallow- 
* ing the Bounty when the Corn exceeds the mean 
4 rate, and, when beyond ſuch a certain rate, by a 
© total prohibition of Exportation v.“ And then 
ſays, ** Satisfied I am, that the common method of 
ce ſtacking Corn in the midlands of Englarid, which 
6 preſerves it good many years, will fully anſwer the 
ce end of public granaries. 88 ä 


Tranflation of abſtracts from Ami de: 
\ Fir. hommes, vol. III. printed at Amferdan, 
WIR > fuppoſed Author Monfieur 
Mirabeau. | | 


We! 33, * See Conſiderations, 40 
After 


Chap. I, 
«but, faid he, in your he it is quite different : fot; 


ned 


of WMx6&3rvw2s. * 


Aſter ſhewing, p. 69, the incorvetiences which 
the regulations and reſtrictions relative to the Corn- 
trade have had in France, he propoſes the leaving it 
entirely free * for the future ; which, p. 70, he ſays, 
Mr. Colbert did, except as to great Cities, particu- 
larty thoſe near the ſea, which he took cute ſhould 
be provided with foreign Corn. But that Care ap- 
pears to him ſuperfluous and dangerous. Sup:rfluous, 
for that the 4nduſtry of the Merchant will always 
prevent the neceſſity of ſuch proviſions ; and by that 
means the charges and loſs of the Magazines will fall 
on ſtrangers or private perſons, who will be very 
ready to ſupport thetn, and not on the public, whoſe 
affairs are never better managed than when they 
have nothing to do +. Dangerous, in that it is be- 
ginning an inſpection into matters where every in- 
ſpection opens a door to greater inconveniences, 
page 73: It hath been propoſed, in ſome provinces, 
to erect Magazines of the King's Corn, either for the 
ſervice of the troops, or for the convenience and ne- 
ceſſity of the country. But what would be the con- 
ſequences? When it was neceſſary to fill thoſe gra- 


The bad effects of the contrary conduct are ſeen, or ra- 
rather felt, in the Roman eccleſiaſtical ſtate, where there is 
now, or very lately was, a famine ; and che Huſbandman is ſo 
far from being frre, that an agen: of the Pope's granaries fixes 
the p.ices of his Corn at ſo much a buſhel, which pricehe can- 
not diſpute, nor has he liberty to ſell to any other than the ſaid 
agent, and therefore only railes for the ſapport of his own fa» 
mily. See Eſſays on Huſhandry, Lond. 1764, p. 117. 

+ „ Du public, dont les affaires ne ſont j jamais mieux ad- 


© miuiſirces gue quand u nen a point.“ 


1 
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naries, the fame of authority would ſtop: the Com 
every where, and thoſe employed . nn, i it at 
what price they pleaſed. _ 

When it ſhould become 3 to empty the 
Magazines, left the Corn ſhould periſh, the ſame ſa- 
cred name would ſtop all other ſales, MIO 
veil to a certain and unlawful gain. * 

* I have ſeen ſuch, men ſtarye a country, and, 
* what is more, wreſt from it both hongur and 
& wealth.” the 

He goes on to p. 86, „ pu 
which occur to him againſt making the Corn-trade . 
free; and there, as the ſum total of what he hath lay 
Gid, propoſes an Ep or ſomething like that which i «, 
was paſſed at Paris in 1764, of which a copy it i « , 
given in. the followng chapter, | c« , 


In regard to Magazines, the ingenious 4s 
Fra. Author of the Eſays on Huſbandry * „ ſays, 
page 116, I think public granaries quite I « 
«c detrimental, rather than uſeful, in a free ſtate like W 
« ours. National and provincial Magazines of Corn 
& will naturally produce Monopoly; and an undue 
** fear of famine, joined with much anxiety about I  - 
* hoarding up Grain, which will put a ſtop to Ex- I « ,, 
© portation, is one of the ſureſt methods I know . 
% of bringing on a dearth.” He goes on, and con-] 
firms what he ſays with very ſtrong and concluſive I 4. 
reaſons - . 
* Printed at London, 1564, and ſold by 'Brothertor, Ke. 175 
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Ax chunt of What "ſome late nals As- 
4 of our Corti-laws, and fote of late Epiers 
publiſhed chere in regard to the Corn-tfade. 

The Author of L Alm der Hummer, vol. II. p. 33 | 
ſays, „The Engliſh; to enc6urage the culture of 
„ Corn in their Hand,” have made uſe of a ſingular 
method, which hath fatczeded; which'3s to gratify, 
* at the expence of the _ the m ol that 
« Merchandiſe. 

They bave methodiſed and regulated that im- 

« portamt object of the police, in proportion to the 
Market- prices with them of chat valuable Mer- 
chandiſe. 
This method may have been good for a time, 
« and may become hurtful in other circumſtances ; 
« for there is no political regulation that in all mi- 
© nute caſes can remain 1 here below,” 


_ Abftrats from a work, called Les Intertts 

{ 2." 1 a France mul entendus dans les Branches de - 
[ Agriculture, &c. 2 vol. 12mo. at Amfterdam, 

1757, ſuppoſed to be written by Mr. Boulainvilliers. 
| Vols 
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Vol. I. page 93 to 111, an account is given at 
length of the method of Tillage purſued in the 
County of Norfolk, and the benefits which have ac- 
crued therefrom, which it is ſaid the Bounty, eſta- 
bliſhet in 1689, gave riſe to, and that the produce 
of the land hath in Ron been 1— thereby; 
the Author goes on; > 1 7 5 
een other States, private perſqns pay the govern- 

<« ment for the Exportation of Grain Ela! ad 
1e „quite otherwiſe, and pays them. 

All common ee e de ids 
me ©; Ingreply the fruits of the earth had been infufi 
5 recent, or, at leaſt, of little uſe, A Jr 

js Before that Epocha, the Arirukees of Eng 
e was e eee i . 503055 


* As how as a Aug thought a 
$:3- © of its cn ſubſiſtence, it always ſound it- 
1 &« ſelf ſhart of the neceſſary; it was very 

<« often obliged. to have recourſe to 'foreigners te 
% make up the deficiency of the growth of the 
Nation: but, when it made its. Agriculture an ob- 
10 ject of Cammercs, the cultivation ef its land be- 
came one of the moſt abundant. in Europe. 
0 Without that ſtroke of Kate, the beſt concerted 
« of all thoſe which have yet appeared in modern 
“politics Eng/azd had never ſown but ſor herſelf 
* for what would ſhe have US 07 49 of 


& ker Grain? 
_— 
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It was the: Bowdty er which could affure her 
« of the ſale in foreign Markets 3 and, for that rea- 
J . RET -pamar 
W K. 


* 


E 
* —— — have alla iid 


the Baunty; and fays,  . eil 

* Laa ena al the mm = 
< narchy- hath put in uſe, for an age paſt, to eſta- 
*« bhſk its power; and we ſhall find; that it is to 
this in particular which ſhe is indebted for het 
« elevation.” He then proceeds to page 131, to 
ſhew the neceſſity of giving 8 
of Corn in France, after our — | 


Vol. II. fol. 123, ſpeaking of the Act of 
55. Navigation, he ſays, It fixed for ever in 
farour of this Nation the balance of power 
at ſea.” The Author of L' Ami des Hommes quoted 
above, ſpeaking of the fame Act, confeſſetk the 
great . conſequence it hath been of to us hy the un- 
eaſi naſs it gives him. In vol. III. page 259, he ſaith, 
« It would be' eaſy to prove to them, the Engliſh, 
{© that thew famous Act of Navigation was a folly, 
«even at the time in which it was propoſed; ak 
* though the incidents, which at that time turned 
the views of foreign powers another way, have 
* cauſed it to ſucceed ;” which he explains, and 


adds, “ If thoſe powers, which were equally affected 
” cc by 
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10 by tlit injury done to all Mankind, had taken 


cc liberty ; the Ef would have ſhamefully re- 
cc treated; inſtead of which each power looked on it 
ce 25 not regarding himſelf, and content to obuin 
cc the permiſſion to carry to the .Qyeen ef Nations 
& the Merchandiſe of its own growth, ſaw nl 
& harm in that Act; except: the Dutch, who are 
c great carriers, but grow little or nothing. He 
goes on to give it ſome more abuſe, and ſays, 
Now, when every Nation turns its vigw to com- 
8 FE AAA e e n K 
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It muſt be confeſſed the laſt ances 

6. are not directly to the preſent purpoſe; 
but, if that Act hath been of ſuch benefit 

in general, no Trade in particular hath contributed 
more to promote the ends thereof than that of Corn, 
by the great number of men neceſſarily engaged in 
the navigation of ſhips and veſſels employed for the 
carriage thereof, both coaſtways and to foreign parts, 
which will, it is hoped, be a ſufficient excuſe for; 
our ſo doing, and help to ſhew, how careful we I 
onght to be in diſpenſing with, or altering, not only n 
that Act, but alſo our Laws relative to the Export of © t! 
Corn. 0 get d 


Since the publiſhing the works, from 8 
$ 7. which the above quotations and abſtracts are en 
taken, all poſſible encouragement. hath I **.tl 
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been given to Agticulture in \Fronce} maäy other 
valuable pieces have been publiſhed, relative mots 
immediately to that and to the Corn-trade; and ſeveral 
Declarations and Edicts have been publiſhed for the 
regulation of the ſaid Trade, both within the King- 
dom and in reſpect to Exportation and Importation 
to and from foreign parts, all which are drawn up in 
x manner ſo conformable to the ſentiments of the 
above Authors as to give reaſon to believe they 
were adviſed with, or, at leaſt, the plans they have 
ſketched out were followed, as far as the nature of 
the thing would bear, 


It would be tireſonie, and is EONS. 

$8. to give tranſlations of all thoſe papers; we 

„ however, give the titles of ſuck as 

could be obtairied, and attempt a tranſlation of the 

Epicr, concerning the Export and Import, which 
more immediately concerns us. 


Titles of Epiors publiſhed i in France relative to the 
Corn-trade. 

Firſt, **A declaration of the King, giving pers 
© miſſion to circulate Corn, Flour, and Pulſe, through 
6 the whole extent of the Kingdom, free from all 
duties, even thoſe of Toll. | 

« Given at Perſaillet, the 25 May, 1763.“ 

Second, ** Order of the King's Council of State, 
* explaining an order of 27 March, 1763, and let- 
« ting a Duty on all Flour imported. | ; 

«« Dated 18 September, 1763.” 
N Third, 


= —— OY — — — — 


% 
— — — > — - - o—_ - "I 
, 


* which directs that the liberty given to export 
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Third, . Order ef the King's Council of Sta, 


« Flour in Caſks ſhall extend to every ſort af Flour, 
| 44 Dated 21 November, 1763.” 


| The next is that mhich relates e the Export 


| end is as follows : 


Tranflation of the French King's Evrer relative to 
the Expartation of Corn, Ge. 


Ep1ct of the Kr. 


Concerning the LIBERTY of the ExroxrAT ION from, 


and IMroRTATION of Grain into, the Kingdom. 
Given at Compeigne, in the Month of July, 1764. 
REeG1STERED IN PARLIAMENT. 


.  LOUBS, by the grace of Gon, King of Fraun 
and Navarre, to all preſent and to come, Greeting : 

The attention which we owe to every thing that 
may contribute to the welfare of our Subjects hath 
induced us to give 4 fayonrable hearing to the peti- 
tions which have been addreſſed to us from all parts 
to eſtabliſh an entire Liberty in the Corn-trade, and 
16 revoke ſuch Laws and Regulations as have been 
heretofore made to reſtrain it within too ſtrict bounds, 
After having taken the epinion of perſons the beſt 


"acquainted in the affair, and having carefully deli 
"Þerate@ in our Council, We thought it neceflary to 


comply with the ſolicitations which have been mad: 
* | | 5 to 
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to us for tht free Expottation and Tinpottation of 
Corti and Meal, as proper to encourage and increaſe 
the cultivation of Land, the produce of which is the 
ſource of the moſt real and certain riches of a ſtate, 
to maintain plenty by Magazines and the Inipor- 
tation of foreign Corn, to prevent Corn from bein 
at a price which diſcourages the Grower, to baut 
Monopoly by an irrevocable excluſion of all parti- 
cular permiffions, and, in the end, by a free and en- 
tire concurrence or compefition in the Trade, to keep 
up between different Nations that communication of 
exchanging ſuperfluitics for neceſſaries, fo conform- 
able to the order eſtabliſhed by Divine Providence, 
and to the views of humanity, which ought to ani- 


mate all Sovereigns. We are convinced, that it is 


worthy of our continual care, fot the happineſs of 
our people, and of our juſtice towards the proprietors 
of Lands and the Farmers, to grant them a hberty 
which they ſo earneſtly deſire: and we have, more- 
over, thought it neceſſary to ſeeure, by a ſolemn and 
perpetual Law, the Merchants and Traders from all 
fear of the return of prohibitive Laws; but, to re- 
move the fears of thoſe who are not as yet fully con- 


vinced of the advantage which the liberty of fuch a - 
commerce muſt produce, it ſeemed to us neceſſary 


to fix a price of Corn, above which all Exportation 
out of the Kingdom ſhould be prohibited when 
Wheat ſhall have riſen to that price. And as we 


ought not to negle& any occaſion to excite induſtry, 
we have reſolved to encourage at the fame time the 
Na 


French 
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French navigation, by ſecuring to French veſſels and 
ſeamen, excluſively of all others, the carriage of 
Corn to be exported. Fox THEsE CAUSES, and 
and others moving us hereto, with the advice of our 
Council, and of our certain knowledge, full power, 
- and royal authority, we have, by this preſent, per- 
petual, and irrevocable Edict, ordered, decreed, 
and ordained, ordering, decreeing, and ordaining, 
willing, and it is our pleaſure, as follows: 


I. 

Our Declaration of the 25 May, 1763, concern- 
ing the free tranſportation of Corn within our King- 
dom with permiſfion to eſtabliſh Magazines, toge- 
ther with the Letters patents, explaining the fame of 
the 5 March laſt, ſhall be executed according to their 

form and tenor; conſequently, it is our pleaſure, 
that the ſaid interior circulation ſhall not be in any 
1 obfirufted. 


II. 

Alſo, we permit all our ſubjects of whatever qua- 
lity and condition they may be, even the Nobility 
and privileged perſons, to trade in every ſpecies of 
Corn, Seeds, Grain, Pulſe, and Meal, whether it 
be with natives or foreigners, and to form, for that 
end, ſach Magazines as they fhall think proper, 
without being liable to be ſearched, diſturbed, or 


bound by any formalities other than thoſe mentioned 


by this preſent Edict, nor ſhall the ſaid Nobility and 
priv ileged perſons be ſubject to any impoſitions by 
reaſon of fuch Trade only. 


II. 
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It is our pleaſure, to that end, that the Exporta- 
tion, to foreigners, of all Corn, Seeds, Grain, Pulſe, 
and Meal, ſhall be entirely free, both by land and 
by ſea, with the exceptions and limitations only laid 
down by the following articles. We ſtrictly prohi- 
bit and forbid all our officers and thoſe of Lords to 
oppoſe or hinder ſuch Importation in any wiſe, in 
any caſe, or under any pretence, whatſoever, 


IV. 

The Export of Wheat, Rye, Maſlin, and Meal, 
ſhall not be permitted, when þy ſea, as to the pre- 
ſent, until it ſhall be, by us, otherwiſe ordered, ex- 
cept from the ports of Calais, St. Valory, Dunkirk, 
Ficamp, Dieppe, le Havre, Rouen, Honfleur, Cherbourg, 
Caen, Granville, Morlaiſe, St. Malo, Breſt, Port Louis, 
Nantes, Vannes, la Rochelle, Bordeaux, Blaye, Li- 
bourne, Bayonne, Cette, Vendres, Marſeilles, and Toulon: 
and the Exportation may not be carried on but on 
French veſſels, of which the Captain and two thirds 
of the mariners at leaſt ſhall be French, under pain 
of confiſcation. 

© | 

Being defirous to provide, by the introduction of 
foreign Corn into our Kingdom, ſo that Corn may 
not riſe to a price burthenſome to our people, we 
permit all our ſubjects and all foreigners to bring 
freely into our Kingdom, on all kinds of Veſſels 
vichout diſtinction, all Corn, Seeds, Grain, Meal, 

| N 3 and 
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and Pulſe, coming from ahroad, paying the duties 
impoſed by this preſent Edict. 


In as N when, contrary RY our . 
pectation, and notwithſtanding the reaſonable hopes 
which the free Importation of ſuch foreign Grain 
gives; the price of Wheat ſhall be riſen to twelve 
livres ten fous the quintalꝰ and upwards, in any one 
of the ports or places fituated on the frontier of our 
Kingdom, and that the ſaid price ſhall be kept up 
in the ſame place, for three following market-days: 
It is gur pleaſure that the liberty granted by the 
foregoing Articles ſhall remain ſuſpended in ſuch 
place, abſalutely and without there being need of 
any new regulation. We therefare prohibit, and 
moſt expreſsly forbid, in the ſaid caſe, all our ſub. 
jects to export, or cauſe any Grain to be exported, 
from the ſaid place, until that, upon the repreſen · 
tations of the officers af the ſaid place, which are to 
be addreſſed to the Controller General of our Fi- 
panceg, the opening of the ſaid place hath been or: 
dered. in our. Council, to the end, to re-eſtabliſh 
there a general and indefimte liberty for the Import 
and Export pf Grain, without which no particulas 
| permiſſions in this reſpect ſhall or may be given in 
any caſe by our Governors, Commandants, Com- 


miſſaries in their departments, or other our * 


About 48s. the quarter, Zonden menſurey 
x Evan ev is got ig the original, 
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Wheat ſhall be ſubject, on the Iſnpbrative into 
the Kingdom, to a duty of 6n6 per cent, and Rye, 
other Corti; Seeds, Grain, Flour, and Pulſe, to u 
duty of three pet cent. It ls our pleaſure, never- 
theleſs, that the ſaid Grains ſhall not pay, oh the 
Exportation from out Kingdom, only a duty of one 
half per bent. for which purpoſe, thoſe who would 
import or export theſe commodities ſhall be obliged, 
under ſuch penalties as ſhall be'fixed, to make at 
the Cuſtom-houſes, eſtabliſhed on the frontiers of 
out Kingdom, for the receipts of our dues, declats- 
tions, conformable to the regulations of the quan- 
fity and quality of the ſid commodities, 


We permit all foreigners or natives to import all 
kinds of Grain into our Kingdom, and there to lay 
them up, that is to ſay, Wheat fot a year, and other 
Corns, Seeds, Grain, Meal or Flour, and Pulſe, for 
fix months only; during which times, they may ex- 
port them freely to foreigners, either whole or in 
Meal, on all forts of veſſels without diſtinction, 
without paying any duty; and they ſhall not be lia. 
ble to pay the duties impaſed by the preceding arti» 
cle, only in the caſe where the ſaid commodities are 
brouglit in for the conſumption of the inhabitants 
of our Kingdom, or after the expiratian of the tithe 
allowed far laying them up. 
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IX. 
We Pe all Edits, Declarations, and Regula- 


tions, contrary hereto, nevertheleſs, without making 
any innovation, as to the preſent, in the rules of the 
police hitherto obſerved, for victualling our good 


City of Paris, which ſhall continue to be obſerved, 
as heretofore, until it hath by us been otherwiſe or- 


dered. Moreover, we command gur well-beloyed 


and truſty Counſellors®, holding our Court of the 
Parliament of Paris, that they cauſe our preſent E- 
dict to be read, publiſhed, and regiſtered, and the 
contents hereof to keep, obſerve, and execute, ac- 
cardipg to its form and tenor, every thing to the con- 
trary notwithſtanding. We will that to copies of this 
preſent Edict, collated by one of our well-beloved 
and faithful Counſellors fecretaries, credit be given 
as to the original; vox, SUCH 18 OUR PLEASURE: 
And, to the end that this be a matter firm and ſta- 


ble for ever, we have cauſed our ſeal to be fixed 


hereto. Given at Compeigne, in the month of July, 
in the year of grace 1764, and af our reign the 
forty-ninth, 

Signed Lovis, and lower down par le Roi; ; ſigned 
PHELIPEAUX; examined Lovis; examined in coun- 
cil, De P Averdy; and ſealed with the great ſeal of 


green wax, in ftrings of red and green ſilk. 


Regiſtered, &c. in due form at Paris, in Parliament, 


pil ive Chambers ther 19 July, 1764. 


Signed Dafranc. 
# Conſeillers des Genz, 
| Since 
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Since the foregoing Edict, Letters patents of the 
King which fix the duties on the Export and Import 
of Grain, and permit the circulation and Export of 
every kind of Grain paying the duties therein men- 
tioned, were publiſhed at a Nov. 7, 
1764. 

Theſe are er and ! in — of the 
Edict of July, 1764, and extend it to Linſeed, Rape- 
ſeed, Turnip-ſeed, Cole-ſeed, and others the lite s, fit to 
make oil. L 

If any thing hath been done ſince the laſt it hath. 
not come to hand, | 
| During the year 1764, the propriety 

F 10. of the foregoing Laws has been fully, 

freely, calmly, - and fairly, debated in 
print, in ſeveral pamphlets, &c. in France, ſome af 
which we have been favoured with, and ſubjoin the 
original titles, that thoſe who think proper may pro- 
cure them; and they will find in them a clear ac- 
count of the nature of our Corn-laws with very lit- 
tle miſtake: the chief or moſt material is in relation 
to opening the ports; they know it is done by the 
price in the Markets advancing to a certain value; 
but are not acquainted that it is aſcertained at, and 
certified from, the Quarter- ſeſſions, and that, when 
once the port is open, it is to remain ſo for a fixed 
time; but imagine, that if the Markets ſhould fall 
ever ſo ſoon, or even after a ſoip is in the port, the 
bigh duties muſt be paid. Their Merchants muſt be 


Lig, Rahette, Navette, Colfat, et autres ſemblables. 


better 
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better informed, at leaſt thoſe of any conſequence; 
and yet it is very poſtible a miſtake of 
ee ec ſome Imports. 


„2 1 


Tirrxs or Fazxcu PaurkLrs. "”_ 


Numb. 1. Contains Rn of 150 
5 11. pages, octavo. 
„De TExportation & de TImportation 
1 ten Grains, M#motre Id à la Societe Royale d Aꝑti- 
© culture de Soiſſons, par M. Den, Fun de 
Aſſbcies, 1764. | 
Lettre contre la liberts de 'Exportation. ' 
* Reponſe à la lettre contte la liberté, &c. 
4 Reflexiqns pour ſervir de ſeconde rtponſe: ' 
Numb. 2. Reflexjons fur la police des Grains 
% er FRAxCE et en ANGLETERRE, Mars, 1764. 
From the firſt of theſe we fhall give only 
$ 1a. one extract; at page 146, the Author, Ra- 
| ving before recited many objections to the 
ſcheme there propofed, adds, ** when it was under 
* conſideration in England to reftore Agriculture 
«* from its periſhing ſtate by a grand operation, the 
« fame reaſonings ſtood in the way there, and were 
* then madeufe of, and even ſtronget; for, at that time 
4% we ſupported Spain entirely, and we ſupported Eng- 
land more frequently than ſhe comes at this day to our 
* of:fance*; we had, notwithſtanding all this, at 
46 that 


This is confirmed by Hewel, ſee note, page 68, to be the 
caſe in 1021; and, in dm. Hurts legacy of Hulbaudry, 3 Ea. 


Lond, 


60 
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5 that time, ftill more lands capable of cultivation, 


* ſo that the 'boldnefs of our - neighbours” was ſo 


*« much- the greater. Let us compare the preſent 
« ſtate of our cultivation and of theirs, I 
« fond the ſulution.” 

The wards far the alles ace waits ts ſohtlowy/ and 
the Author explains himſelf no farther, but leaves 
us to gueſs at his meaning; which ſeems to be pre- 
ciſely this, if England dared to attempt a revival of 
her Agriculture when ours was in ſuch a flouriſhing 


ſtate, and ſoa much exceeded theirs, that we ſup- 


ported Spain entirely, aſſiſted them oftener than they 
now do us, and ftill had more lands capable of cul- 
tivation; and notwithſtanding all this, ſucceeded ii 
the attempt. Surely France, whoſe preſent ſtate of 
Agriculture will not be found, on the compariſon, ſo 
deplorable as that of the Engiiſß then was, need not 
fear. to ſycceed in attempting its reftoration. 

Our extracts from the Reflections on the police 
. ee ENG 
longer. | 


Lond, 1655, page 93, are the following ſtrang © expreſſions ; 
Although the Huſbandman hath been laborious and diligem 
* in his calling 5% Jaff years; yet our Crops have been thin ; 
his cattle ſwept away, and ſcarcity and famine hath ſeized on 


4 all parts of this Land; and, if we had not been ſupplied from * 


* abread, we had quite devoured all the creatures of this 
* Iſland for our ſuſtenance, and yet we could not be ſatisfied, 


* but muſt have devoured one another.“ This appears to 
haye been written in Aug. 1651, : 
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Page 9, England heretofore languiſh- 
$13. „ed in the bonds of an abſolute: prohi- 


ie bition e, it felt the ſame effects as we feel 


&* at this day, a diſregard of Tillage, a reduction of 
ce the price of labour, and poverty was the lot of al. 
* who had no other patrimony befides health and 
ie the labour of their hands. A writing, publiſhed in 
461621, by Sir Thomas Culpeper,” anforms us, that, 
« at that time, the French with their Corn, and the 
& Dutch with that of Poland, ſupplied the Exgiiſb 
Markets, and that the national Corn wascontinually 
tc below its true value: At preſent, ſays Culpeper, rwhilf 
© Corn and the other Merchandiſes which the earth pro- 
& duces are at à low price, the ſpade and the plow are 
* forſaken. The poor find little employment, and wages 
ce are extremely low. If the proprietors of Lands could 
& find their account in mending them, there would ſoon 
« be many more people employed in their cultivation than 
there now are; and wages would be better. Every 
te man blęſt with health and ſtrengib would not be ane 
« except through extreme lazineſs 8 | 


6 The aſcendant which prejudice had on 
C 14. © the multitude, and the weak and flow im- 


© preſſion, which more ſolid and clear prin- 


6c ** ciples made on PIG did not permit the 


3 It was ſo in Pry though not in fact; ſee lit of ſta· 


tuteg, page 52 
+. Not being able to meet with Culpeper took, the hore | is 
tranflated back from the French, 
Engliſh 
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« Engliſh to diſtinguiſh readily the cauſes of their 

© poverty, and it was not till 16660 that our ſucceſs 
1 and their loſſes ® opened their Eyes, Sc. | 

"He goes on to page 13 in giving an account of 
the progreſs of the alterations made in the Engliſ 
Corn-laws, and there ſays, ** This is an account of 
«© the. origin, progreſs, and preſent ſtate, of the Eng- 
“ib policy in relation to the Corn-trade. It was 
«eſtabliſhed in paſſing through all the degrees of 
« experience neceſſary to form, with a knowledge 
* of the principles, a permanent plan.” 

«© Nevertheleſs,” he ſays page 17, our policy is 
« ſtill imperfect, and | hath plain inconveniences 
* which cannot be nerd as long as the a 
*« ſubfiſts.” 8 

And page 24, By jeiifon of prohibiting the 
« Importation, by exceſſive duties, England hath 
* been under a neceſſity to ſuſpend ſometimes that 
free commerce therein to which the Engliſh are 
e indebted for the ſuperiority of their Tillage, and 
* conſequently, for the value of landed eſtates with 
e them.” 


* 


It may plainly be collected from this pam- 
\ 15. phlet, which ſeems to be the work, or 


at leaſt written under the direction, of the 


Author of L' Ami des Hommes, that the writer fore 


* What loſſes he refers to doth not appear : the Exports 
price was carried up to 40s. in 1660, 
| + The expreſſion is le: forces ds finds national. * 


ſecs, 


18 ©  "$v$$tnieevs, © "Chap. If, 
fees, if by the continuation of the Bounty we go 
on to encourage the Export, and by the high duties 
prevent the free Importation, of Corn, the ſucceſs of 
the late alterations in their Corn-laws, as far as they 
regard Exportation, will be more materially ob- 
ſtructed thereby than by any oppeſition which 
can be made to them at home; and there can be 
no foundation of hope to ſee the time return, when 
the Corn of France ſhall AGAIN ſupply the Engliſh 
Markets, and ſpoil the ſales of that grown at home. 


Page 35, &c. it is proved that the ſearcity 
416. in France in 1740 was only imaginary, and 
araſe ſolely from the reſtrictions on the Corn- 
trade, the circulating thereof being then unlawful, 
which prevented the Merchants from ſpeculating in 
Corn; and by that means the whole ſtock was in 
the hands of the Farmer, who, on its growing dearer, 
left off ſelling, and withheld it in hopes of a ſtill 
higher price: An evil which, as he ſays, is in- 
* evitable in all places, where thoſe who are poſſeſſed 
© of the Corn have nothing to fear from the com- 
e petition of Merchants from abroad, [or others. | 
VM. Qrry, he ſays, imported the value of Thirteen 
Millions “, but there was none of it ſold, and that 
Corn periſhed, becauſe on the arrival of that ſuccour, 
ho maderate ſoever it was for a great Kingdom 7, 
* where they talked of want, the fear of loſs deter- 
% mined all to open their Granaries ' | 
* Between 759,000 and 300,000 Enxghſs quarters. 1 4 


+ Which 1s ſuppoſed to conſume more than Fri 
* *MILL10xs of London quarters annually in Bread. 


Have 
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Have we not, more than once, found the 
\ 17. like effects from a ſmall Importation ? Hath 

not every Importation, even at its beginning, 
ſuch an effect as to prevent Corn growing dearer ? 
And, do not theſe obſervations ſh-w the neceſſity of 
fixing a price at which Corn ſhouid be permitted to 
be imported duty-free? Why ſhould not Wheat, 
for inſtance, be imported duty-free, when the price 
thereof is returned to and certified from the Quar- 
ter-ſeſſjqng to be fifty ſhillings, and _ Grain in 


. KCOOUNTS FROM anner AUTHORS. 


 Jrogorticn 7 


We muſt, however, a 


too low, left we encourage foreign A to 
he detriment of our own. 


7 CHAPTER III. 
Or run NomBrk or THE PEOPLE. 
SECTION I. 


Ferncr from a pamphlet in 12mo, publiſhed 
at London by Carew Reynel, Eſq. 1674, intituled, 
The true Engliſh Intereſt, page 59, of Marriage and 
Populacy. Our people were conſumed mightily 
© in theſe late years; ſome three hundred thouſand 
6 © waere 
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tc were killed in the late Civil Wars; and about two 
& hundred thouſand more have been waſted in re- 
te peopling Ireland, and two hundred thouſand loſt 
* in the great fckneſs, and as any more gone to 
cc the Plantations.” | 


All theſe together make 900,000, and perhaps the 
numbers are not greatly exaggerated. Rapin, vol. II. 
fol. 224, ſays, 49,000 were loſt in the civil wars; 
but that he hath not given the whole number : the 
account of re-peopling Ireland ſeems probable, for, 
according to Rapin, vol. II. fol. 386, upwards of 
300,000 were maſſacred there in 1643, beſides what 
were afterwards killed in war. Near ſeventy thou- 
ſand died of the ſickneſs in the Bills only, and the 
numbers that for many years continually withdrew 
to the plantations were very great. And ſuppoſing 
theſe accounts to be true, more than one eighth of 
the people were loſt by thoſe means ; not that it can 
be ſuppoſed the number was leſſened by one eighth, 
theſe loſſes were many years coming about, and were 
at the ſame time continually making good. 

We have, fince 1674, had four wars, in which 
many lives were loſt ; but we have had no very con- 
ſiderable emigrations of our people; and, by the re- 
vocation of the Edict of Nants, in 1685, and other 
means, have gained a very conſiderable number, 


There 


Q = rw wy — — 


* 


Dr THE NUMBER OF. THE PEOPLE, 203. 


| There have been fince 1685 four ſeveral 
da. accounts taken of the number of houſes in 
England and Wales. : 

The firſt from the hearth-tax, publiſhed-in 1691-2, 
by Jobn Houghton, F. R. 8. and reprinted in-1727, 
by Richard Bradley, F. R. S. in a collection of pa- 
pers, called Huſbandry and Trade improved, which 
makes the number 1,175,951: there are reafons to 
think this was the work of Dr. Halley ; and this ac- 
count is copied in the Preſent State of England, 


The ſecond, which is publiſhed in the Philoſophi- 


cal Tranſactions, vol. xlix. fol. 268. by Dr. Bracken- 
ridge; who ſays, the Houſes, about the year 1710, 
he finds from a public office which had cauſed an 
account to be taken of them in order to lay a tax, 
were 729,048, and the cottages which were omitted, 
he ſuppoſes one fourth more, in all 911,310, 

The third, not publiſhed, was in the year 1955, 
but contained only the total number of Houſes in 
England and Wales charged with the duty, which was 
692,389. 

The fourth, which alſo was not publiſhed, was in 
the year 1758, and contains an account of the total 
number of Houſes in England and Wales, charged and 
not charged, inhabited and uninhabited, the whole 
number of which is 986,482, of which there were 
Cottages 282,429, and there were uninhabited 
24,904. 

This laſt muſt be ſuppoſed the moſt exact account 
ever taken; and, by its agreement with 1710 and 

0 1758, 
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1758, we may conclude that the number hath in ge- 
neral continued much the ſame ; as to that publiſhed 
in 1692, it appears to have been only a calculation 
made from the produce of the Hearth-tax ; and the 
number of Houſes ſet down, by ſuppoſing a. cer- 
tain number of Hearths, about three to each Houſe, 
for the whole tax is ſaid to have produced 256,000/.8 
per annum, which at 28. per Hearth, allowing three 
to each houſe, will make the whole number amount 
to 853,333; the remaining number of 322,618, be- 
ing little more than one fourth of the whole, may 
be ſuppoſed to have been added for Houfes of and 
under 208. a year, that were not chargeable, 

And that this is not mere conjecture appears, in 
that the number of Houſes in the Counties of Tork, 
Middleſex, including London, Rent, Eſex, Surrey, 
and Suſſex, in the account of 1758, is only 279,277, 
whereas in that of 1692 it is 336,103 : that is more by 
56,826 at that time than now ; and it will be diffi- 


* Rapin, vol. 2. fol. 630. 


+ Numbers of Houſe, 1692. 1758, 
Yorkſhire 106,151 — 96, 212 
Middleſex with Londin — 100,136 — — 
Ditto and Southwark — — — 80, 7;0 
. 39,242 — 35,453 
Eſſex | DE: — 34,819 — 5, 769 
1 — 34.218 — 14,721 
Suſſex — — 21.537 — 16,356 


Totals 336,103 — 279,277 
Deduct 279,277 


— — 


Difference 56, 826 


cult 
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tult to prove that the number of Houſes is leſſened 
in thoſe Counties fince 1692. 

This difference muſt therefore ariſe from the rate 
of Hearths, whatever it was, being too low, and 
conſequently, calculating from the amount of the 
tax in each on, 1 1 the number of Houle too 
8 

By the account of 1948, '204,033 Houſes were 
charged; by the account of 1755 only 69a, 389; 
now between thoſe two years the Act of 31 G. II. 
c. 22. paſſed, which charged a greater number than 
the former Acts; ſo that theſe accounts agree very 
well with each other, and with that of 1710, 
which ſuppoſeth 729,048 the number proper to be 
taxed at that time; and it cannot be ſuppoſed but 
thoſe ſent to number them raiſed the account as high 
as poſſible. Upon the whole, there ſeems reaſon to 
think, that for this -Century paſt the number of 
Houſes hath been near one million, and ſix to each 
dwelling is not over-rating the people; which agrees 
with Dr. Brackenridge ; as may be ſeen, Philoſophical 
Tranſactions, vol. xlix. page 279; and he calculates 
the annual increaſe at 18,000, which, he ſays, is 
ſmall, but without the increaſe of foreigners would be 
very inconſiderable, if any thing at all. 
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CHAPTER IN. 


OF THE SORTS OF BREAD, AND WHAT NUM- 


BER OF THE. PEOPLE EAT OP EACH. 
0 F 


I is certain that Bread made of Wheat 1 
become much more generally the food of the com- 
mon people fince 1689 than it was before that time, 
but it is ſtill very far from being the food of the peo- 
ple in general; and ſome, who have conſidered this 
matter with great attention, and are better informed 


in regard thereto than moſt enquirers generally be, 


were inclined to think that, in the year 1764, one 
half of the people could not be ſuppoſed to fred on 
ſuch Bread. | 
In order therefore to get at all poſſible certainty 
in this matter, no pains have been ſpared, and from 
a conſideration of the ſeveral ſorts of Grain with 
which the London Market is ſupplied from, and 
ſends to the diſtant parts 'of the Kingdom, after 
many enquiries ' made of, and converſations held 
with, many who travel into, and have lived or live 


in, ſeveral of the diſtant Counties, particularly the 


labouring people, who are beſt acquainted with the 


Bread they eat, and calculating the number 


mouths from the number of Houſes, there 1s reaſon 
6 . 0 
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to think that more than half the people do live on 
ſuch Bregd. 


This work would be too tedious to inſert ; but an 
abſtract follows, in which, though there may be 
ſome ſmall difference as to the number of Houſes 
as a full copy was not permitted, but only the total 
number and ſome extracts , yet the whole number 
agrees with the account of 1758, and, if any thing, 
the number who eat wheat is ſet rather too low. 

The Kingdom, with. Wales, is divided into fix 


parts, taking thoſe Counties which lie mag e 
ous, as may be ſeen in the Map. 


Fart the firſt contains, 
1 London with Mid- 8 Buckingham, 
ſex and Southwark, 9 Hertford, 


2 Eſſex, 10 Bedford, 
3 Rent, 11 Cambridge, 
4 Surrey, 12 Huntingdon, 
5 Suſſex, 13 Saul. 
6 Hants, 14 Norfolk, 
7 Berkſhire, 

Part the ſecond contains, 
15 Wilts, 18 Devon, 
16 Somerſet, 19 Cornwall, 
17 Dorſet, 


Which ſee, note p. 202, 


O 3 Part 


20s orrir ur: ©© Chap, IV, 
Part the third contains, 


20 Monmouth, 26 Northampton, 

21 Glouce ſter, 27 Sal, oy 

22 Oxford, 28 Stafford, 

23 Hereford, 29 Leiceſter, © 

24 Worcefter, 30 Rutland. 55 

25 Warwidh, 4 e 

el Pur the fourth contains Ort Bt 

31 G,, „„ Lineoly, 

32 Derby,” 35 Lancafter, 

33 Nottingham, © © oO oe th 
Part the fifth contains, 

36 York, 39 Cumberland, 

37 Weſtmorland, 40 aunts 

38 Durham, | | 

Part the ſixth contains, 


Six Counties in ous and ſix Counties 5 in North 
Wales. 
The accounts of each part ſtand as follows, 


What numbcr n the whole car. 
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CHAPTER . 


OF THE QUANTITIES OF THE SEVERAL SORTS 
OF GRAIN CONSUMED ANNUALLY IN THE 
KINGDOM, | 


LY 


f 


SECTION 1. 


Tur quantity of Bread, whith.i 18 Aly 
3 conſumed by each individual, depends ſo 
much on his health, exerciſe, labour, conſtitution, 
and the quantity of his other ſorts of ſood, that after 
all our enquiries we muſt be content with conjec- 
tures; but, in order to found ſuch conjectures on 
probability, here follow what material informations 
could be obtained, with ſome obſervations thereon, 
and averages of each are ſtruck. 8 


Maitland, in his Survey of London, 
$ 2, ed. 1756, fol. 756, ſays, * The! Bakers, 

after ſome deliberation, unanimouſly 
6 agreed, that, including puddings and pies, and 
© other paſtry-ware, the quantity of Flour con- 
* ſumed in this City and ſuburbs would daily a- 
mount to ten ounces *® per head,” to ſupply which 


Wherever Engli weight is mentioned, that of Awoire 
dupois is meant. 


requires 


. 
"HE 
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requires 5 b. 2 p. of Wheat, London meaſure , 


Dr. Brackenridge, in Philoſophical Tranſ- 
| 3. actions, vol. xlix. fol. 268, fays, «© Now 
& jt is known, and I have obſerved in the 
country, that labouring people in health, on the 
4 average, eat one quarter, which is 512 1b. of Flour 
« [annually] or 1 1b. 60z. per day; we may allow 
ce that healthy and unhealthy do not conſume half 
« that quantity one with the other; and, to make 
« the confumption as ſmall as can reaſonably be ima- 
« pined, ſuppoſe three people, children included, 
e confume as one labourer, i. e. one quarter yearly, 
or each perſon 7 oz. per day, &c.” If the Doctor 
really means Flour, a third part muſt be added 
thereto, to ſhew the Wheat; if he miftakes Meal for 
Flour, then it is the ſame as Wheat; but he makes 
his buſhel 64 Ib. whereas a buſhel of Meal is only 
56 lb. we will ſuppoſe he means Meal, 512 lb. 
of which is full 1 qr. 1 b. per annum, the one-third 
of which is only 3 b. | 


* Note, the proportion of the Flour to the Wheat is as 
ſeven to nine of the fine ſort, and as fix to eight on a medium; 
which laſt proportion is followed throughout this Supp ement, 
and the weight of the buſhel] of Wheat is called fifry-ſeven 
pounds, which is as much as all the Wheat fine and coarſe to- 
gether, Statute-meaſure, would weigh; and here it may be 
proper to remark, that Statute, Lend, and Winchefter, mea- 
ſure, are all the ſame. 


+ Nite, All the following accounts and quotations are re- 
duced to the ſame meaſure, 


Mr. 
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Mr. Hume, in his Eſſay, Edinb, edit. 

$4 1752, page 235, of antient Nations, ſays, 

The portion of Corn given every month 

& to every man of full years in Rome was 5 modii, 

« or about £ of an Engliſh buſhel *; i. 6. 1 qr. a b. 
60 per annum.“ 


Mr. Wallace, of the number of mankind, 

$5. Edinb. edit. 1753, page 293, ſpeaking af 
the Atbenians, ſays, They had, of Grain 

alone, more than one Scotch or about 14 Engliſb 
40 peck a week to each of them; no inconſiderable 
& allowance, conſidering the plenty of fruits and 
other proyiſions with which Attica abounded. ny 
proof of which he hath the following note, Viz. 
8 Many of the labouring people in Scotland, when 
« they are on board-wages, have no more a week 
10 than two Scotch pecks of Oatmeal for the whole 
maintenance. One Scotch peck. is to an Engliſb 
« peck as 1,47 to one nearly,” The Athenians had 
2 qrs. 3b. 2 p. of Wheat, and the Scotch have 4 qrs. 
7 b. of Oatmeal, per annum. But query, if there is 


* Which, he ſays, ** Was too little for a family, and too 
© much for an individual,” But, if by buſhel is meant that of 
Lorin, it ſhould ſeem he is miſtaken ; for, according to what 
he ſays, the contents of the modius weighed about lb. 8 oz.; 
whereas, according to Dr. Arbuthnot, it weighed 14 1b. and 
above n; ſay 14 Ib. 8 oz. the contents correſpouding to one 
Lendin peck, and 7, 68 cub, inches; and we thiuk Dr. 4:b:th- 
nis opinion preferable to Mr. Hume's, as he made theſe ſorts 
of enquiries his particular ſiudy, and calls this 1 yr, 7 b. 1 p. 
per annum. 


not 


QUANTITES OF GRAIN CONSUMED, 211 


not ſome miſtake in the laſt? for, it will require 
9955. 6b. r of Meal. | 


In Lancaſhire, a e of Oats, equal 

86. to near half a London buſhel, makes 9 lb. 
which is a peck meaſure of Oatmeal, and 

what a labouring man eats in weeks i. e. 3 qrs. 2 b.“ 
of Oats per annum, | 


Recherche de Monnoie, printed at Paris, 

$7. 1762, page 157, ſays, a modius, or 

C Roman buſhel of Wheat, was ſufficient 

* to ſupport a man a week ; it is the preſent Tuſcan 
* buſhel, and contains 16 1b. marc weight . The 
% Egyptian buſhel, which is at this day the Paris 
& buſhel |, which the Romans frequently uſed, 
„ weighed twenty French pounds. Our peaſants, one 
with another, with the animals which they ſupport, 
* conſume in the ſame time of eight days twenty 


Niete, Two quarters of Oats will ſeldom make one _ 
of Oatmeal. 
+ It is natural to fuppoſe the Tu/can pound i is "OM meant 2 z 


but, by the Author ſaying the Halians are a little more moderate, 


it ſhould rather be underſtood of that of Paris, for then they 
eat 1 qr, 7 lb. per annum; i. e. four-fifths of what the French 
eat; although, if it is taken in this ſenſe, it ſhould ſcem there 
was no need to apologize for the great ſtomachs of the peaſants 
in compariſon of the Italian, by introducing other animals, and 
ſaying Bread is almoſt all they eat. However, we prefer the 
alteration as moſt probable. 

t Twelve Paris buſhels make one ſetier, and the quarter of 
Londm is one ſetier and 44; therefore, the ſetier is 4b. 1p. 
and 3. See Eſai ſur les Monnoies, fol, 68, 


6 WY 
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pounds, of ſixteen ounces: It is true, Bread is al- 
© moſt / they eat, and that the Italian are a little 
e more moderate.” Sixteen pounds marc weight of 
Tuſcany are, by Pereira's tables, equal to about 8 lb. 
avairdupois ; J. . 5 b. 1 p. per annum. Note, 
twenty pounds of Paris make a1 1b. 14 03. 6 dr. but 
we thall go by the meaſure, and 3a buſhels of Paris 
make 4+ ſetters; i. e. 2 qrs. 3 b. per annum. 


ai fur les Monnoies, printed at Paris, 
| b 8. 1746, page 52, in the notes, ſays, ** It is 
% not thought too high an eſtimation of 
K ele cenſumptian of men, one with the ather, to 
rate jt at three. ſetiers a year; if there are thaſe 
ho eat leſs, there are a great many who conſume 
more.“ No three ſetiers are full equal ta 1 qr. 
A b. 3 p. Lendox meaſure. 

Page 57, lt is eſtimated that thoſe who are 
« the greateſt eaters of new aud ſaft Bread, conſume 
* four ſetiers a year (i. e. 2 qrs. 1 b.) but that 
e fourth part remains in Bran. Workmen and 
* laboriops people, who eat only brown bread, eat 
more; it may be reckoned that thoſe whoſe labour 
«jg the hardeſt, as porters, Wc. conſume as far as 
three pounds a day.” 23 tb. is 19r. 4b. 3 p. and 
3 b. is 2 qr. 1 b. per annum +. 

KFEach domeſtic of Paris, on the footing of 9 lb. 
* of Bread per week, without reckoning that eaten in 


' * This agrees with vote, p. 299; which fee. 
+ Note, in this Breau the bran is included. 
. 66 ſoup, 


up; 
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«* ſoup, or that which they eat ag way-bits, would 
« conſutne annually 468 Ib. of white Bread, or 
three fetiers of Wheat at leaſt : it will require 
© more for workmen who eat very little meat, and 
* who have not that which one gives to domeſticks 
e beſides their Bread.” 
Three ſetiers are equal to 1 qr. 4 b. 3 p. London 
meaſure. a 
But, notwithſtanding what this Author hath ſaid 
as above, he hath in his notes, page 54, as follows, 
viz. 


; The priſoners, according to the eleventh 
dg. * article of the Arret of Parliament, pub- 
* liſhed the 18th June, 1717, ought to have 
each of them per day a loaf of good quality and 
of the weight of 14 lb. at leaſt; ſo that the ſetier 
* of Wheat, making 272 lh. of brown bread, will 
& laſt them 18143 Days, and they will conſume two 
* ſetiers of Wheat at leaſt in a year, i. e. 1 qr. o b. 
* 2.P. The ration of every ſoldier is the fame, a 
* pound and a half beſides meat and wine. 
The cavalry are furniſhed, even on the march, 
« with 36 ounces of Bread per day, . e. 1 gr. 4 b. 
* 3 p. beſides two pounds of meat, and a pint and 
* half of wine. They ' conſume each three ſetters 
con this footing. The 2ui-2e-vin.ts, * who had for- 
e merly four, have now only three ſetters.” 


* A ſort of hoſpital at Paris for bind men and women, 


both married and ſingle, who beg in the churches and Ireets, 
Niebel. 


It 
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12 It appears that our ſoldiers have alſo 
910. one pound and a half of Bread a day when 

encamped, and that the priſoners in ſome 
gaols have the ſame ; both theſe are. brown bread 
made ſometimes with the Bran taken out, and ſome- 
times with it left in, ſuppoſe half of each ſort, and 
then the conſumption is about 1 qr. 1 b. per head 
yearly. 


- 


* 
1 


| In the Royal Hoſpitals, at Chelſea and 

d 11. Greenwich, the allowance is one pound per 

head a day of wheaten Bread, which it is 

ſaid will go as far as a larger quantity of brown, 
i. e. 7 b. of Wheat a year. 


tm the inſpection of the accounts 

$ 12. of a pariſh-workhouſe, within five miles 

of London, for ſeven years , it appear 
that they have conſumed on the average fix pounds 
of Bread per head weekly; i. e. 1 buſhels of Wheat 


a year. 


* In London the priſoners have of Wheaten Bread only one 
penny loaf per day, and in ſome other gaols one three penny 
loaf every two days ; conſequently theſe allowances vary ac- 
cording to the price of Wheat ; when Wheat is 48. a buſhel the 
firſt is 11 02, and the laſt lixteen, 

+ Y'z. from March, 1753, to March, 1960, and the numbers 
and ages of rhe poor on ihe average were as follows, not ex- 
cceding ten years 15, ten to thirty 10, thir ty to fifty 13, Ah to 
feviny 31, ſeverty aud upwards 5; in the whole /eventy-feur. 


A Baker 


« 
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| A Baker ſays, When I was an ap- 

§ 13. © prentice in the country, we ſerved two 

* fingle' men who were ſhepherds, who 

*« conſtantly ate, the one five quartern loaves, and 

the other four, every r i. e. 2 PE 3b. 25. per 
* annum each.” 


Two Citizens of London, the one a 

\ 14. Jeweller, and the other a Printer, ſay; the 

firſt, that he hath ten in family, of which 
ſeven are apprentices, that their weekly conſump- 
tion of Bread and Flour 1s ſeven half-peck loaves, 
i. e. 6b. a p. per head, per annum; the ſecond that he 
hath ſix in family, four of which are apprentices, 
and that his weekly expence of Bread and Flour is 
fix half-peck loaves, i. e. 1 qr. 2 p. per head per an- 
num. 

The medium of theſe two might be taken for the 
average of the Bread conſumed by the labouring 
people in London, i. e. 7 b. 2 p. but deduct the two 
pecks, and call it enly ſeven buſhels. 


Two Farmers, who live in Efex, in 

$15. ſuch a ſituation, that what they and their 

ſervants eat at market at leaſt equals what 

their viſitors eat in their houſes, conſume in their 

families, which together conſiſt of ſeventeen perſons, 

in Flour annually, 24 ſacks, i. e. 1 qr. 1 b. 14 p. per 
head. 


1 And 
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And it appears upon enquiry, from the quantity 
of Bread-Corn ground at a mill in the country for 
ſeveral families there, that they conſume about the 


like quantity per head. 
| Extract of a Letter from Newrfle upon " 
d 16. Tyne, Oct. 1765. 9 


« With regard to the quantity of Rye = 
© which will ſerve one man in Bread for one year, 
© the moſt exact calculation I can get is as fol- 
« lows : 

A labouring man generally cats in a week as 
© much. Rye Bread as coſts him 1s 3d. which 
weighs 20 lb. 10 oz. and I am informed. a in- 
e chefter buſhel of Rye, when baked, weighs four 
e ſtone, ſo that at that rate a man will eat in a year 
„ nineteen buſhels of Rye, 2 qrs. 3 b. See the note 
* at the end of the next Section. 

„That kind of Grain is not ſo much uſed now 
„ amongſt the poorer ſort of people as formerly; 
for almoſt all the pitmen, and thoſe labouring men 
« that earn above nine or ten ſhillings a weak, eat 
„ Wheaten-bread ; ſo that I reckon only one ha a 
of the labouring people in this country are now errc 
„fed with Rye.“ rate 

Upon receipt of the above, a requeſt was made to © wei 
know what quantity of Wheat a man conſumed, and abo 
the following anſwer returned. the 


66 


cc 
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| „The Wheat-bread moſt in uſe a- 
8. 17. mongſt the labouring people is what 

e call Houſehold-bread, made of iſt, 
10 «© 2d, 3d, and 4th, Flour all mixed together: a la- 
t bouring man will eat of this Bread in a week as 
« much as coſts him 18. gd. which weighs, accord- 
« ing to the preſent ftandard, 18lb. 11{oz.; and, ac- 
c cording; to the beſt information I can get, a buſhel 
of Wheat, Mincheſter meaſure, produces of Flour 
« 3{t. 5lb. weight, and it gains, when baked into 
4 bread, 6lb. which makes 3ſt.. 111b. in Bread. 


* At this rate I reckon a man will eat, in a year, 
“18 b. of Wheat, 2qrs. 2b. 1p. 
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ft. Ib. 
" One Buſhel of good Wheat 4 7 A 25 
* Deduct for Bran and goons 1 1 

** when ground 


—ͤ—— —— 


3 5 neat Flout.” 


Note, This writer is extremely exact; the only 
error he falls into is one common to the moſt accu- 
rate writers, viz. the taking for his calculations the 
weights of the be Wheat and Rye, which is 61b. 
above the average, and, conſequently, we ſhould call 
the firſt 2qrs. 5b. and the ſecond 2qrs. 4b. op. f. 

In order to make what hath been ſaid intelligible, 
let us bring the ſame under one view, by giving 


p le 


P T—— —— — 
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| 4 LIST of the foregoing accounts, be- 
C 19. ginning with the leaſt, and corrocting Hume's 
| account of the Romans, and the account 
from Recherche de Monnoie, of the Tuſcans, "_ 
buthnot. | 
Section N d | qrs. b. p. 
3 Brakeunridge's average | 
2 Mait land” 8 ditto — 1— 
12 Workhouſe — — 
14 Citizens — — 
11 Hoſpitals wheaten — — 
9 French priſoners and ſoldiers — 
3 Brackenridge's labourers —_ 
10 Our ſoldiers and priſoners — 
15 Farmers and Families _ 
8 Average of French nation — 
8 Domeſtics of Paris — 
9 French Cavalry and Quinze-Vingts 
8 Ditto labourers — — 
n „ y Arbuthnot . 


4 Romans 1 


| 
O 
oo 


— 


SS www S 0 0 


e 


8 Ditto porters — — 

7 Ditto peaſants — — 

5 Athenians — * 
13 Engliſh ſhepherds — — 
17 Ditto pitmen — — 

Note, All the above are Wheat. 

5 Stotch labourers 4 
6 Lancaſhire mary) — 
17 Pitmen, Rye — — 
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From the ſeveral accounts thus placed, 
$ 20. however trifling they may ſeetn, there is 
reaſon to conclude, that the quantity of 

Corn eonſumed by the moft laborious part of man- 
kind hath been, in all places, and at all times, nearly 


the ſame, ——_ — ee e 
other food was more or leſs. 


And from the faid accounts may alſo be 
| $ 21. formed fome calculation of what the an- 
nual quantities of Wheat, Rye, and Oats, 


are, on the average, which each perſon conſumes in 


England. * | 
And, firſt as to Wheat, Dr. Brackenridge's three 


buſhels is fo much below any account we ever found 


confirmed by facts, that it ought to be left quite out 
ef the queſtion, Our ſhepherds and pitmen conſume 
fo much above the common rate, that too much re- 
gard ſhould not be paid to the accounts of what 
they eat, though very well atteſted. Mr. Mait- 
lands account is given after ſo careful an enquiry, 
that it ought not to be entirely diſregarded ; but it 
is only a calculation founded on opinion, and it is 
moſt probable that both the Workhouſe account, 
conſidering the ſort of people. maintained there, and 
the account of the Citizens, conſidering the quantity 
of other proviſions it is moſt likely their families 
eat, are below the average of the confumption in 
London: for, beſides that they are barely equal to 
Ss conſumption in the hoſpitals, it muſt be ſup- 
P 2 poſed 
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poſed that much the greater part of the people do 
much harder labour, and are not otherwiſe. ſo well 
Dr. Brackenridge's account of labourers in the 
country, which is given from his own obſervation, 
agrees ſo well with the allowance to our ſoldiers and 
priſoners, and with the conſumption of the farmers 
and families in the country, which are found, after 
repeated enquiries, to be juſt, that it might very 
reaſonably be taken for the average of the confump- 
tion of all eaters of Wheat, more eſpecially when 
it is remembered how much the greater part of the 
people are in the ſtate of life he mentions, and how 
much more our ſhepherds and pitmen eat: | 
However, that reſpect may be paid where it is due, 
let us ſuppoſe the whole number of men, women, 
and children, who feed on Wheat, to be divided in 
eight parts, and that one part conſumes according 
to Mr. Maitland's, another according to the Work- 
houſe, a third according to the Citizen's account, two 
others as the Doctor's labourers, and the remaining 
three parts according to the farmers; and the ave- 
rage will be 1 qr. and ſomething more as may be ſeen 
below *; but let us call it only the London or V in- 


cheſter notes, which although it is more than the 
| general 


E. 


* London and the Bills are generally eſteemed about one 
tenth of the people; ſo that if we ſuppoſe three eighths to eat 
below what we have reaſon to eſteem the average there, only two 
— at what 2 the general average, and the remain- 
ing 


- = # | 8 — 


ing 
it { 
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U general eſtimation, is ſtill rather below our opinion, 

and not two thirds of the conſumption in Fante, 
1 even in Paris; and it doth not appear, there is ſuf- 
n, ficient reaſon to ſuppoſe we eat ſo much leſs; for, 
d our ſhepberds and pitmen prove themſelves equal good: 
rs Bread eaters 245 * e labeurers and porters. 


ry Ae ite Ge enn be beside cafe 
p- 922. | ference betwsen thut and What; and it 
en | may be called 1 qr. 1 b. the Newcafile: 
be — cis FFB de far as 
JW + eel IIS W hay | 
je, 04.190 lit to — Mr. Malls account a 
en, 9 23. poſing it qts. 7 b. of Oats, as it approach 
in eee s that of the greateſt eaters both at home 


ng and abroad, it tends to ſtrengthen and confirm 
2 them; but, as we are afraid we do not fully under- 
wo ſtand his meaning, we ſhall content ourſelves with 
ing the Lancaſter account, and deduct therefrom 3b. 
ve- calling the . . 2 qrs. 7 b. ; 


ine ing three cighths ho next degree higher; diſcarding 1 wy 


it ſeems very moderate. 


| _ ors, b. P. 
eral One Alaitland — © 8 2 
One Workhouſe — — 89 
One Citizen — — 0 7 0 
one | Two labourers —— 2 8 © 
ent Three farmers — 3 4 0 
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There could nat be any certain account 

rag, of barley obtained, other than that of an 

- _ old careful man, who hath occaſionally 
fed a large family with Barley-bread in dear times, 
and faith that he always found it as cheap to feed his 
family with Wheat as with Barley, unleſs he could 
buy the Barley at two-thirds of the price of Wheat. 
No the average buſhel of Barley will weigh barely 
49 lb. which is five-fixths of the weight of Wheat, 
and, if we allow .one fixth more for the deficiency of 
nouriſhment in Barley than Wheat, it agrees with 
his account, and we ſhould ſuppoſe the conſump» 
tion of Barley 1 qr. 4b. per head; but as the fa- 
mily might not like [barley-bread fo well, or be ſo 
careful of it as of Wheaten-bread, and there doth 
not appear ſo. much difference — ws othet 


_—_ lay 2 ow 


| Heving now done with. regard to ha 
825. quantity of Corn conſumed in Bread, let 
us conſider what quantity is conſumed in 
drink; and that made into beer appears to have been, 
on the average, from the account of the produce of 
the tax on Malt made for home - conſumption for 
fifty years, beginning with 1703 incluſive, and end- 
ing with 1753 excluſive, as follows: 


Years 


5 _— n * 1 0 a. 
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Years Averages® 
from to - qrs. - 
1703 1713 2,959,063 
1713 1723 $3,542,157 
1723 1733 3,358,071 

1733 1743 $3,215,094 
1743 1753 3494,026 


The general average of which is 3,295,682 qrs. 
4 b. which may be called 3,300,000, and ftill be a 


very moderate account; for, by Stat. 12 Anne, c. 2. 
$ 20. 24 buſhels of wet Malt is to be taken as 20 b. 
dry, and we may ſuppoſe the Duty 1s ſometimes 
evaded, and there can be no doubt but thoſe families 
who have compounded for the Duties found their 
account in fo doing. | 


„es 


We are now to conſider what quantities 

$ 26. of each ſort of Corn are annually conſumed 

for othe N uſes beſides thoſe of making 

Bread and Beer. In which we ſhall be obliged to 

traſt more to conjecture than in the foregoing eſti- 

mates; and yet it may be hoped, that from what will 

be ſaid ſome general idea may be formed of the 

amounts of the annual conſumption, and, conſe- 
quently of the whole growth of the ſeveral ſorts. 

As to Wheat, the Meal or Flour thereof is uſed 


The regularity of the amount of this tax may be taken as 
arguments that the numbers ot the people have continued nearly 


equal. 
P 4 by 


a4 2 17, 1, SUPPLEMENT. /--; - Chap. V. 


by Diſtillers, Starch-makers, Paper-hangers, Sta- P 

tioners, Book-binders, Linen- printers, and Trunk- 

makers, and probably by ſome others; it is impoſſi- 

ble to ſay the exact quantity conſumed by all or 

either of theſe, but the whole annual quantity we 

eſteem at 90,000 qrs. the nher uſing barely half 

that quantity. 
As to Rye, the Meal thereof i 1s uſed by Tanners th 
and to fatten hogs, and many 'Peaſe and T6ine Beans * 
and Barley are uſed for this laſt purpoſmdG]CQ. 
Mailand, fol. 758, fays, 186,932 bogs are ſold 92 
annually in London; call this one fourth of the con- 
ſumption; and, confidering the hogs uſed for the oy 
Navy, fay, 850,000 is the whole confumption of ri 
the Kingdom; allow theſe ro buſhels of Corn 1 
each, the amount is 200, ooo qrs; 6f which ſay, A 
Peaſe and Beans 100,000, Barley 70,000, Rye 
30,000, to which add for Tanners and other uſes | 

1,000, and the Rye, : beſides for Bread, will be ” 
31,000 qrs. 
As to Barley, ſay the Diſtillers: uſe 44, O00 qrs. 
_ beſides Malt, which is accounted for before, to this 90 
add the 70,000 for hogs, and 3,000 for fowls, and 


the Barley uſed, beſids for Bread and Peer, will be kg 
117,000 qts. | | » 
As to Oats, the average of the quantities ul 

brought by water, and meaſured in Lon- 1 


don in 1752 and 1765 is 290, 266 : 
Brought by land, not meaſured annually 20,800 3 


311 ,066 nu: 
From 


. 
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From which muſt be deducted, being for ' - 4.24 
double the quantities of 179 qrs. 7 b. 900 


Oatmeal exported and ee 
ſold Vietaaling-Offct eue 54983 


— 


Coed is Ln. | 309, 687 

Call the conſumption of the Kingdom little more 

than eight: fold, and it will be 2,461,500 of Oats 
— 5 conſumed, beſides in Bread. 

No notice hath been taken in the E as. ac- 

counts of Beans or Peaſe, a very conſiderable quan- 


tity of, each of which is conſumed annually, both 


green and jn the Grain, for the food of man, and 
in the lat, for the food of beaſts, and no inconſi- 
derable quantity 0 of Peaſe are ſhipped and uſed, for 
part of — food of the Royal Navy and other ſhips, 
and of Beans, for the Negro ſlayes, . me 
Ie. may. be. ſuppoſed t that the Beans ſold annually 
m London for the Negroes i no 20,000 qrs. that horſes 
eat 10,000, together 30, 00; and, if this is called 
a third of the, fe it will make the whole 
90, 000, © 
The Peaſe ſold po Rene wg in London to the Victual- 
ling Office for an average of years hath been 4964 qrs. 
to priv ate Biſket-bakers about 3zoco, the ſoup is 
ſuppoſed to conſume 500, together 8464; call this 
a fourth, the amount is near 34,000 ; to which add 
the 100,000 given to hogs, and the whole will be 
134,000 qrs. 
The quantity of ſeeds fold for oil in London an- 
nually varies very much, but it is ſuppoſed it may 
ſome 
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be ſet at 15,000, and to be about the fixth of the 
conſumptian, which makes the whole go, ooo qrs. 
Of the. whole quantity of all forts of Corn and 
Grain, annually grown, it is ſuppoſed, that one-tenth 
is expended in ſeed for to produce the enſuing Crop: 
ſome indeed ſay a larger proportion is uſed for that 
purpoſe with us. And a PFench writer ſays, on one 
F*tb is applied to that uſe with them, it ſhould ſeem 
it cannot be leſs than one tenth ; if it is more, the 
Export will full be a leſs part of the growth than it 
ſeems at preſent. 
The foregoing accounts and eſtimates are brought 
together, and ſhewn in every view that ſeemed ne- 
ceſſary to make them uſeful, from page 160 to 166, 
and ſome ſhort remarks are there made on them ; to 
which we cannot forbear to add, that from them, it 
appears, we depend more immediately than moſt men 
imagine for our daily Bread on Providence, whole 
gifts are ſo equally and regularly dealt out, that it 
very rarely happens, notwithſtanding the uncertainty 
of the ſeaſons, on which the whole in appearance fo 
much depends, that the annual produce of the earth 
is not equal to the neceſſary ſupport and wants of 
man, provided he is not wanting on his part to 
endeavour to obtain it by a due application to that 
Jabour to which he was at firſt condemned, and 


Ei fur les monnoies, fol. IH» *;; 

1 He muſt be 34 years ſtoring it up in common Crops, and 
more cannot be expected; and, beſides the time it would take 
up, many other obſtruQions, fore of which are noted in the 
foregoing work, tend to render ſuch an attempt abortive. 


ground, 
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from which he never can be diſpenſed with ; for, let 
him exert all his ſkill and abilities to the utmoſt, it 
ſeetas impoſſible for him to obtain ſo great a ſurs 
plus 4 as to have it in his power to forbear ta till the 
ground, even for one year, but that he muſt through- 
out his life ſubſiſt by a continual labour and conftant 
dependence on Him who hath promiſed 
time and harveſt ſhall never fail. 


2 


— —_— . —_— _— 
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CHAPTER VI. 


or THE HOUSES, INHABITANTS, AND CORN con- 
 SUMED. IN LONDON AND, PARIS. 


IN the courfe of the foregoing enquiries, ſome ac- 
counts were met with, which, at firſt ſight, ſeemed 
to lead to the ſtating of a more particular compariſon 
of the numbers of Houſes and Inhabitants, and quan- 
tity of Corn conſumed annually in London and Paris, 
than hath yer appeared. 

But a very little application diſcovered the miſ- 
take; and from the judicious remarks made concern- 
ing thofe two Cities, by the Author of the Police of 
France, part. 5. fol. 123, it appears probable, that 
all the compariſons, which will ever be made, will 
be done with ſo fmall a degree of certainty, that they 
will ſerve for little more than to amuſe, which is all 
that the reader hath to expect from the contents of 


The 
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The exact number of Houſes in London and the 
bills of mortality could not be obtained: but, in 
1758, the whole number in London, Weſtminfler, 


| Southwark, and the whole County of Middleſer, 


was 89,736; and, if we ſuppaſe the number in the 
County of Middleſex out of the bills equal to that 
in Surrey, viz. 14,721, the number in London and 
the bills will be 75,015, and each houſe muſt con- 


tain eight perſons to make the number of Inhabi- 


tants 600,120; f. e. one tenth of the people, which 
they are generally eſteemed. 

According to the rule laid down by Dr. Bracken- 
ridge *, which was founded on obſervation, of add- 
ing 2,000 for Diſſenters and Jews to the annual bill 
of mortality, and multiplying by thirty, it appears, 
that the number hath been from the year 1680 to 
1760 on the average 766,090 ; i, e. above ten to a 
houſe, _ 

Here F the averages of the Gil of Mortality for the 

ſaid time . | 

a | PE 

from bills added Inhabitants 
1680 to 1700 — 21,566 — 23,566 — 706, 980 
1700 — 1720 — 22,685 — 24,685 — 740,550 
1720 — 1740 — 26,990 — 28,990 — 869,700 
1749 — 1760 — 22,905 — 24,905 — 747,150 
1680 — 1760 — 23, 5361— 25,5364— 766,090 


* Philoſophical Tranſactions, vol. xlix, article gs, 
. + Note, Theſe averages are taken from the account pub- 
ſhed by Cortyn Morris, Eſq. to 1750, and continued down to 
1760 in his method. » 
| We 
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We are unable to reconcile theſe accounts; but, 
by whatever number the bills are or ſhould be mul- 
tiplied; it will appear, if we truſt to them, that, al- 
though the buildings are ſo much increaſed, yet the 
number of people are of late diminiſhed within the 
bills of mortality, and that from 1740 to 1760 there 
was not one - eighteenth more than from 1680 to 1700, 
nor doth the deſtruction of the human ſpecies dimi- 
niſh but increaſe; for, the births in the firſt period 
were as 681 to 1000, in the laſt only _ as may 
be ſeen. by the account. „ 


An account of the proportion of the births to the buria 
in London, Ec. 
1680 — 1700 as 681 
1700 — 1720 — 721 | 
1720 — 1740 — 649 f to 1, ooo. 6 
1740 — 1760 — 638 | | 
1680 — 1760 — 672 
Some idea may be formed how deſtructive the 
above difference hath been by the following account 
of the numbers which have been loſt by the deaths 
exceeding the births, viz. 4 


per ſ ann. total. 
1680 to 1700 — 6,877 — 137,553 
1700 — 1720 — 6,317 — 126, 353 
1720 — 1740 — 9,473 — 189,467 
1740 — 1760 — 8,281 — 165,630 
1680 — 1760 — 7,737 — 619,003 ¼ 
8 After 
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After the above was written, whilſt the work wa 
in the preſs, we have had an opportunity to com. 
plete the account for the laſt five =_ n ev.. 
2765, and the average is | 

Deaths with addition Iabablnnts: 
23,993 — 25,993 —. 1795790 

. Births to Burials as 664 to rooo. 

Loſs per annum 8,061; in the whole 40, 306. 

Buy the beſt accounts that could be obtained of 
the Corn-trade in London, the annual average of the 
whole quantity meaſured by the Meters for /eventcen 
years, ending with 1764, was * 1,200,000 qm. 
and two-thirds of that quantity hath been fold in 
Meal, Flour, Barley, Malt, Oats, Beans, and Peaſe, 
with which the ſaid Meters had nothing to do, in 
the whole a, ooo, ooo qrs. of which * 150, 386 qrs. 1 
buſh. have been exported , and 28,053 qrs. 3 bu. 
have been delivered to the Victualling Office 1, for 
the ſervice of the Navy. For theſe a deduction muſt 
be made of 356,379 qrs. being double their amounts 
by reaſon they have been meaſured twice, we muſt 


+ Export, t Vit. Office 
5,624 1 Barley 5,098 © Malt 
68 © Malt 4.964 3 Peaſe 
179 7 Oatmeal 2,109 4 Oatmeal 
44473 1 Rye 15 3 6 Oats 
140, 41 o Wheat 14,367 6 Wheat 
® 150.386 rx 29 0563 3 
28,053 3 
356,879 


178,439 4 double is 


alſo 


VI 
vas 
m- 
Jer, 


moss, &c. IN LONDON AND PARIS, 


231 


alſo deduct 70, ooo qrs. for half that quantity car- 
ried coaſtways and laid up, which is alſo meaſured 
twice ; alſo 300,000 qrs. for Oats, 40,121 qrs. for 
20,060 qrs. 4 buſh. of Beans and Peaſe ſhipped off, 
18,000 qrs. for the ſame eaten by horſes at home, and 
15,000 qrs, for feeds: all theſe deductions amount 
to 800,000 qrs. and leave x,200,000 qrs. for the 
ſupport of the Inhabitants in Dues and Beer, and 
for other uſes. | 

Great as this quantity appears, it ſees to be mnch 
under- rated, i common report ſays true, vr. that 
more than half thereof is annually expended in 


drink. 


If the drink confames 660,000 qrs. it is one-Hib 
of all the Malt for which duty hath been paid, and 
the Citizens ſeem to drink more than their ſhare; 
for they are but about one-ninth of the Beer-drinkers, 
a3 it is reckoned that there are about nine hundred 
thouſand perſons in the Cider Counties, viz. Somer- 
et, Glouceſter, Worceſter, Devon, Monmouth, and 
Hereford, and that full two-thirds of them driak no 


Beer. 


But pleaſe to remember that all thefe accounts are 
founded on conjecture, except thoſe which have an 
aſteriſk before them. 

In one year, ending Nov. 8, 1765, the quantity 
of Oats meaſured was 316,416 qrs. In one other 
year, ending Nov. 8, 1732, the quantity was 


264,117 qrs. ſo that the annual increaſe in the con - 
ſumption in thirteen years is 52,299 qrs. which will 
mains 
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maintain 4,023 horſes, . each {wo W A 
week. 

This increaſe in the config of Oats in 18 
aun i is wholly attributed to the greater number of 
horſes kept now than heretofore, and one principal 
cauſe of their being kept is the great improvements 
made in the roads, and as thoſe improvements are 
now become almaſt general throughout the Kingdom, 
we may ſuppoſe the additional number in the whole 
at leaſt eight-fo/d that in London; and then, can it be 
made a query, whether rhe Land employed to grow 
food for the ſaid horſes is not one means of eaſing the 
Price of black cattle ? 

That the number of horſes hath increaſed in 11 
. don as above is highly probable; for, all the Oats in 
1765, at the ſame rate of allowance, after deducting 
46, 416 for other purpoſes, will ſupport only 20,000; 
and all the Oats in 1752, after deducting 43117, 
would ſupport but 17, ooo; ſo that the increaſe is 
only from ſeventeen to twenty, i. e. not from four 
to five. 

The houſes in Paris 1736 were 28,571. But the 
Author of the Police, page 125, ſays, That the 
& French Authors have calculated the number dit- 
&« ferently, ſome at 30,000, others at 28,050, and 
therefore he takes the difference, and putting down 
£*£ 29,000, and allowing, as the French Authors pre- 
* tend, 20 perſons to each Houſe, the number of 
& people would be 580,000 ;” but he obſerves, page 
129, the bills of mortality there are leſs extenſive 
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than thoſe at London; and obſerves farther, page 131; 
that the Boundaries of the circumference of the City 
have not been enlarged fince 1724, the date of the 
laſt Edit, which circumſcribed the extent of thoſe 
boundaries ; with liberty, nevertheleſs, or enlarging 
the Buildings contained therein. 

And we are well informed, that ſeveral large houſes 
have ſince that time been deſtroyed, and in their 
ſtead, and in vacant places, "up ſmaller —_— 
have been built. | 


The average of the Corn con ſumed in Paris in the years 
1729 and 1730, in French and Engliſh meaſure, 
was as under. 


French meaſure. Engl meaſure. 


muids fet. boiſſeau qrs. b. 
Wheat and Rye 81,241 10 4 — $28,072 1 
Oats — 17,283 7 © — 112,343 2 
Barley 2,599 4 6 — 17,545 6 


— —— 


101,224 1 657,961 I 


Note, The muid is twelve ſetiers, each twelve 
buſhels of all Corn, except Oats, and there the ſe- 
tier is divided into twenty-four buſhels, but two of 
theſe buſhels are no more than one of the firſt *. 


* See Police, page 101, 
#*-r The 
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The muid, as well as the ſetier, being the ſame in 


all, and as the ſetter is 4 b. 15 p. London meaſure, 
the muid contains 3 6 * 4 b. London mea- 
ſure. 

My Author ſays, that Monday a muid, 1. g. 6 qrs. 
4 b. of Oats, to keep a horſe a year, there would not 
be found full 17, 300 in Paris in 1729: it is to be 
obſerved, that, allowing double that quantity, the 
horſes in London in 1752 were 17,000, and in the 
year 1765 were increaſed to 20,000, 

Such of theſe accounts as relate to France, which 
are not noted to be taken from the Author. of the 
Police, may be found in the Effai ſur les Monnoies, 
from page 50 to 61, &c. which work contains many 
entertaining and uſeful conjectures. 

We could have wiſhed to have been more party 


_ cular, but it was not in our power. 


CHAP: 


AP. 


l 


CHAPTER VI. 


OF THE STATE OF THE CORN-TRADE IN FRANCE, 


TE Author of Gazette du Commerce, in his 
papers of the 22d and 27th of September, 1764, No. 
76 and 77, hath inſerted the following ſpeech made 
by Mr. De Caradeuc de la Chalotais, Procureur Gé- 
nEral to the parliament of Brittany, on the 20th of 
Auguſt preceding; when he carried into Court the 
Edict of the month of July, 1764, a tranſlation of 
which we have given, page 186, requiring it to be 
regiſtered. | 

What the general State of the Corn-trade hath 
been in France, for more than a century preceding 
that Edict, may be ſeen from the ſaid Speech, the 
purport whereof is as follows: 


GENTLEMEN, 

I have the honour to inform you of the moſt 
ſignal benefit with which his Majeſty can gratify his 
people, a liberty to trade in Corn. 5 

Aſter having permitted the free circulation in the 
interior part of the Kingdom, by his declaration of 
the 25th of May, 1763, the King grants by this 
Edit, which I bring into Court, the entire liberty of 
exportation and importation. He permits all his ſub- 

Q 2 jects 


* 
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jects to trade in all ſorts of Corn, Grain, Pulſe, Flour, 
&c. either with natural-born ſubjects or ſtrangers. 
You may underſtand this Edict, Gentlemen, as a 

preſage of the increaſe and improvement of Agricul- 

ture, which will infallibly be the ſource of the re- 
eſtabliſhment and proſperity of the Kingdom. | 

In ſhort, thanks to his Majeſty, and the Minifter 

who manages his finances, the ſyſtem of prohibitions 
ſeems to be abandoned for ever; a fatal ſyſtem, 
which forbids the ſubjects of the ſame ſovereign to 
lend each other mutual aſſiſtance, and cuts off be- 
tween France and other nations that communication 
of exchanging ſuperfluities for neceſſaries which is 
ſo conformable to the order of Divine Providence. 
Particular permiſfions, that uſeleſs refource, which 
enriched a few private perſons at the expence of the 
nation, will not for the future difcourage the Farmer, 
We ſhall no more be in fear of want ; nor, which is 
almoſt as much to be dreaded, the too great abun- 
dance of Crops. We ſhall no more fear, above all, 
exceſſive variations in the price of Corn, equally 

- hurtful with ſcarcity itſelf. In ſhort, we may hope 
for an equitable plan of taxations, founded upon true 

and ſimple principles, the cultivation of the lands, 
and the augmentation of the riches of the State *, 


| I ſhall 


Hence, fays the ingenions Author of The Lacur and 
Police of | ngland examined, Cc printed for 7. Harriſen, 1365, 
we may conceive. that the propoſals, lately offered for promo- 
ting Agriculture in France, are not likely ever to be carried 
into execution, whilſt the Intendants have a power to raiſe the 
3 f tail 
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T ſhall not ſtand, Gentlemen, to prove truths at 
preſent too well known, and carried to the higheſt 
degree of demonſtration by ſo many ſolid works, 
which are the produce of the knowledge of zealous 
and well-informed Citizens. 

Who is unacquainted, That it is the Earth only 
giveth riches, becauſe it only produceth and repro- 
duceth annually a new ſtock ? That the fale of mer- 
chandiſe is the only means to cauſe a circulation of 
money, which 1s only the repreſentation of the more 
real riches, the fruits of the Earth ? That a State 
rich in productions, which it can fell, will neceſſa- 
rily be rich in money ? But let its Merchandiſe fail, 
er find no ſales, it feels infallibly the want of circu- 


tiille rer le, Land- tax, from time to time, according to the 
imp oy culture of their ground : whereas the Land tax in 
Eng! nl, though in ſome reſpects an vn<qual rate, yet, being 
fixed on he origival r-giltered value, the quota payable by 
each conn'y remains equilly the fame, notwithſtanding the ſe- 
veral diſtricts may be improved to yield a larger ſhare of pro- 
ductions, and which ined, without ſuch a ſanction and pro- 
tecti n, woul{ not receive a improvement at all, page 32. 
And the {-me Author, at page 57, after having referred to and 
explained what is here ſaid, goes on, although ordounaxces 
have been late y publiſhed for allowing a free export of Corn, 
at ſome diſtricts and at ſome certain ſeaſons, yet, how vain are 
all ſuch local and tem orary expedients, whilſt the natu.e of 
their conſtitution will not admit of that general freedom of 
fale which J have fo often laid down as moſt eſſential and ne- 
ceſſary tor p om»ting the intereſt of every Trade both at home 
and abroad! He then explaius the benefits we have received 
from the Corn exported. 

What this intelligent Author hath advanced, and M. Cha- 
ktais hath thrown out, may ſerve to abate our fears of the Ef- 
fects of thoſe Edicts, but ſhould by no means put us off our 


guard, 
Q 3 lation 
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lation of Specie, and falls into a languor, which, in 
its effects, is equally bad as poverty. It is therefore 
certain, that the moſt uſeful of all political laws is 
that which gives the greateſt facility to the ſale of 
the productions of the Earth. The neceffaries for 
conſumption, taxes, even the trade of the nation, all 
take their riſe from the ſale of merchandiſe ; there. 
fore we cannot extend this ſource too much, nor be 
too careful how we ſtraiten it: if it ſhould be dried 
up, the evils of the State would be without remedy 
and without bounds. 

I ſhall confine myſelf, Gertler, to a few ſlight 
obſervations on the neceſſity of the exportation of 
the principal merchandiſe (Corn) : they may appear 
unneceflary, fince his Majeſty hath eſtabliſhed its 
truth in a perpetual and irrevocable Edict; an Edict 
conformable to the prayers of the nation which ob- 
tained it, to that of the States of this Province *, to 
Experience, which is the inſtructor of man, to the 
ſentiments of Henry THE GREAT, and the illuſ- 
trious SULLY, to the opinion of all thoſe who have 
examined this queſtion without prejudice and with- 
out intereſt, an examination, in regard to which no 
one hath hitherto preſumed publicly to contradict 
either the reaſons, the facts, or the calculations +. 
But it is requiſite to encourage the timorous, to in- 
ſtruct thoſe wlio are not as yet fully informed, to 
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* Deliberations on the 1 Feb, 1759; 15 Sept. 1 760 and 


7 Kt. 170m. 
+ This ſeems to refer to the French pampblets quoted p. 194. 
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remove all miſtruſt from the people. We have no 
reaſon to fear when we are laying down maxims 
which promiſe the good of the State. 

Is there any neceſſity, by a long chain of reaſon- 
ing, to prove, that to prevent the ſale of Corn is to 
prohibit the cultivation? that ſuch prollibition hath 
made the profeſſion of a Farmer in France , although 
the moſt neceſſary, the moſt unhappy, of all the pro- 
feſſions in the State? that a free trade in Grain, 
both within and without the Kingdom, is the ſole 
and only means to put the Farmer and Land-owners 
in a condition to ſupport public and private ex» 
pences ? 

Let us not fear to eſcend to particulars : Experi- 
ence is the foundation of all phyſical enquiry ; cal- 
culation 1s the meaſure. We arrive at general max- 
ims only by the knowledge of particular facts. 

The neceſſary expences of every cultivation what- 
ſoever are the ſeed, the plowing, the manure, the 
expences to harveſt, to lay up and to preſerve the 
crop. It is neceſſary that the Farmer make intereſt 
of the money advanced wherewith to ſubſiſt himſelf 
and family, pay tithes, taxes, and his landlord, whoſe 
expences aſcertam the payment of the other claſſes of 
the ſtate, who, being compoſed of neither Landowners 
nor Farmers, live at the expence of thofe who are. 

The earth doth not produce every year the beſt of 


* 1n France ; theſe words are here and in many other places 


inſerted to keep the reader in mind that what is ſaid relates to 
France, 


Q 4 Grain 
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Grain; it muſt have years of reſt. It is neceſſary to 
take into conſideration good and bad years, and 
place to the account unforeſeen accidents, for they 
will not be wanting. 

Nov, in calculating theſe expences at the loweſt 
rate poſſible, it appears that the Setier of Wheat is 
barely worth to the Farmer that which it coſt him; 
men well ſkilled in Agriculture have made the cal- 
culation, and defire all Landowners to make it 
themſelves: it is a work which relates to all men, 
and in which all profeſſions are intereſted. The neat 
produce of the cultivation of the earth 1s the only 
ſource of the proſperity of a farming ſtate : to know 
exactly what an acre of land well cultivated will pro- 
duce, in different kinds of merchandiſe, according 
to the difference of the Soils, is the fundamental pro- 
blem of Agriculture, Commerce, and Finances, 

If the Farmer doth not gain all his expences, and 
wacrewith to ſatisfy all charges, the earth will re- 
main untilled, as more than the moiety in this Pro- 
vinge doth ; the ſtarving proprietor will be forced to 
ſuſtain lofles and bankruptcies z the Farmer ruined, 
badly cloathed, and badly fed, will fell his little 
property ; he will take up, with his.indigent family, 
the art of begging, too common, and which is 2 
diſgrace to the Nation; the State itſelf will ſuffer; 
the Taxes will npt be collected but with extreme 
difficulty, and with the greateſt rigor; and it muſt 
be acknowledged that this hath been the tate of the 
N of France ſor more than an age. In every 

Pro- 
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Province the earth ſhews, in an infinity of places, 
the marks and veſtiges of a deſerted cultivation : 
houſes unroofed proclaim a deſertion and depopu- 
lation : the Cities and even the Capital are peopled 
with Poor ; whilſt thoſe who have ruined ſo many 
families, and enriched themſelves with their ſpoils, 
make parade of a luxury which is an inſult on pub- 
lic miſery. 

There is, moreover, another principle which ma- 
niſeſtly proves the price of Corn in France is too low, 
and that the Farmers are far from being in a happy 
ſituation, 

The price of Corn ought to be in proportion to 
the value of every merchandiſe and every kind 'of 
labour ; which, after deducting the value of the ma- 
terial, ought to coſt more or leſs, according to what 
1s paid per Day to the workman. 

It is manifeſt, that, for about an age paſt, the 
price of labour and merchandiſe are conſiderably 
raiſed in #rance. There is none that for * years 
paſt hath not experienced this. 

The price of Corn, which is the meaſure of the 
whole, thould then have riſen in proportion; in the 
mean time, it hath not only not increaſed, but it is 
a certain fact, that it hath fallen conſiderably, and 
that it would require, an age ago, a greater weight 
of Silver to pay for a Setier than it doth at preſent. 

In 1649, the Deputy of Mr. , the Procureur 
General at the Chatelet, ſaid, in his requiſition of 
the 6th of March to the Police, as a known fact, that 

. Wheat 
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Wheat was at 15 livres the Setier, a moderate price 
(theſe are his words); but, the ſame Setier hatli this 
preſent year, 1764, been in Paris at 14 livres, and 
14 livres 10 ſous. It was of leſs value in the neigh- 
bouring Cantons, and of neceſſity in the Country. 

It appears, by the account of prices kept at Parit, 
that it was worth 18 livres 18 ſous in 1649; 26 li- 
vres 10 ſous, 5 deniers, in 1650; 25 livres 13 ſous in 
1651; and 24 livres 18 ſous in 1652 then the 
price of Wheat hath diminiſhed very much ſince 
1649, that is, within 115 years; and it cannot be 
denied, that other workmanſhip and merchandiſe, 
wages, &c. have greatly increaſed. 

What ſhall we think, Gentlemen, of ſo great a 
difference, when we reflect, that the mark of filver 
was, in 1649, at 28 livres, 13 ſous, 8 deniers; that 
is to ſay, at almoſt half leſs than at this day, viz. 
(from 1726) at 54 livres 6 ſous ? 

The value of the Setier of Wheat (in money at 
preſent in uſe) was, during theſe five years, on the 
average price, at 42 livres 2 ſous. Theſe prices are 
calculated in The Eſſay on Moneys, and in the treatiſe 
Of the Police of Corn. Ovught one to be ſurprized, 
after theſe examples, that his Majeſty hath fixed the 
limits of the exportation at 30 livres the Setier, 
weighing 240 pounds ? 

It is then proved true to a demonſtration, that 
Corn is in France at too low a price, in proportion to 
the advances, to the charges and expences of the 
Farmer, in proportion to other works and merchan- 

8 diſe, 
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diſe, and conſequently to both public and private 
expences. | 

But, to enable the Grower to receive back his 
charges and expences, that he may ſupport and pay 
all taxes, it is not ſufficient even that Corn ſhould be 
li. Not a certain value; it is neceſſary that value ſhould 
be regular, the leaſt ſubject as poſſible to variations. 
he lf he is not certain of felling, and of ſelling every 
year for profit, this uncertainty deprives him of all 
be {ecurity, and he loſes the courage to till. | 
Now, this was impoflible under a Syſtem of prohi- 


” bitions, under a Syſtem of temporary and particular 
a permiſſions, often granted from intereſt to importu- 
er nity, ſcarcely ever free from ſuſpicions. 
at A ſtate, whoſe Agriculture is under the direction 
„ I of prohibitive Laws, can never cultivate but for its 
own neceſſary uſe; it can never, by good, make com- 
t bpenſation for bad, years; for, ſuch a State is poor 
e ven it bath a ſuperfluity of Grain; and it is poor 
e when it hath too little: the ſuperabundance produ- 
e eech ſtagnation; and the failure produceth want: 


, one brings with it a vile price; and the other exceſ- 
hve dearth. | 
N Theſe variations, the alternative of liberty and pro- 
hibitions, left the Farmer in fear, and could not fail 
to diſcourage him, becauſe he was obliged to ſell at 
any price whatſoever to ſatisfy his annual advance. 
There is nothing but the conſtant keeping the ports 
open, and a free exportation of Grain, that can re- 


5 medy theſe inconveniences. In time of great plenty 
that 
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that freedom will ſupport cultivation, becauſe the 
certainty of ſales, either within the Kingdom or to 
foreigners, will make both the Landlord and Farmer 
contentedly to ſee their riches lie idle in their Ma- 
gazines. This confidence will make them eaſy, and 
prevent, in unfruitful years, the terrors of want, 
which often cauſes real want. The diſadvantage of 
expences in bad years will be made up by advanta- 
geous ſales in thoſe which are good. The poor will 
find himſelf. comforted by the abundant conſumption 
of the rich, and by the circulation. He cannot live, 
if the rich doth not furniſh him with the means 
ef ſubſiſtence; and the latter cannot furniſh the 
former therewith, if he doth not draw from the 
earth ſufficient to pay thoſe recompences and wages 
which are the reward of labour. 

But that which ought to remove entirely all his 
fears of want, is that conſtant uniformity of the price 
of Corn which exportation will neceſſarily produce. 
The principal end of a free exportation is not ſo 
much to ſell as to ſupport the merchandiſe at the 
beſt price poſſible, to reſtore that equilibrium which 


15 ſupported naturally in the commerce of other mer- 


chandiſe. N 
The common price of Wheat through EuxorE 
varies but little; it is notorious, that it is never be- 
low eighteen livres the Setier“ (that is twenty-four, 


the 


 ® By the Ser, in this place, is to be underſtood the mea- 
ſure, not that of 240 lb. mentioned before, page 242 ; for, 


that 


243 
the Charge of Rexwss), and that it ſcarcely ever 
riſes above twenty-two ; therefore the average price 
i; twenty livres Þ. 

For an age paſt France hath not, as before that 
time, had any ſhare in the general market-price cf 
Europe, which is the higheſt price poſſible; and it 
15 a notorious fact, that the value of Corn in France 
has almoſt always been, ſince the prohibitions, below 
the general market price. By what fatality ſhould 
we obſtinately perſiſt in keeping our merchandiſe 
below the current price between Nations, to loſe 
continually by all we buy of, and all we ſell to, Fo- 
teigners? We, in 1748, 1749, and 1750, felt this 
by ſorrowful experience. From the time we unfor- 
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that is the weight of the Setier of the 30 Wheat, and much 
exceeds the Average ; the weight of the Setier from 1418 to 
oo played between 205 lb. and 2441b, See Nai for les 
Mamnoies. fo'io 49. 

+ Equal to 33. 643 the London quarter. Now it appears, 
page 122, that the average price of Wheat for the laſt 79 
years hath been 33s. 24.% at Windſor, that is 4d. below the ge- 
ne al market of Eure, whereas before for gt Years it was 
38.0 % that is 4s. 6d. above the ſaid general price, And 
that theſe Windor prices are more to be depended on than 
could at firſt be known, is proved not only by the ſaid average 
price of Europe, but alſo by the average price at Londen from 
1740 to 1764, being found on enquiry to have been only ſix 
pence per Quarter leſs—and by the average of all the Wheat 
bought at the Victualling Offices at Lond n, Dow r, Por g 
muth, and Plymouth, for the laſt 20 years, ending Nö. 18th, 
176g, as appears by an account laid before Parliament, being 
only 325, Gd. ! hat is 10d. above the Windſer price for the ſame 
time; and this laſt ſum will amount to about 24+ d.ſcount oa 
the Jifls. but we cannot well call it leſs than 5 per Cent. and 
then it will be found to been ſix pence below the inder, and 
to agree with the London, price. 
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tunately forbad the Exportation, our neighboun 
had encouraged and rewarded the exportation « 
Corn. They tilled with emulation, their field 
were covered with harveſts ; and, in thoſe years 6 


want, we, who formerly uſed to ſell them When! 
were obliged to pay them the tribute of that en : 
.couragement which they gave their fellow-citizer , 
In thoſe three years the Engliſo received from Fra i : 
10,465,000 Livres. "4 - 
The conſequences of this bad adminiſtration a 
firſt, that France dare not cultivate more than het f 
own wants require; and, not being able ever t: : 
elevate her views above what is barely neceſſary, ſu 8 
muſt, infallibly often fall below, and conſequen 7 
remain expoſed to all the accodents of bad ſeaſon | 
and ſhort Crops. | 
Secondly, that ſhe can never make her Cams 
object of Commerce. 8 
Thirdly, that ſhe generally loſes, although ' hp 
- may ſometimes gain. 2 


In ſhort, that her Agriculture muſt continual As 
remain in a declining ſtate, whilſt that of her neig | 


bours becomes daily more flouriſhing. on 
France, if well cultivated, can never dread the fulfſj ** 
periority of other Nations in any thing; and 1 5 
would have been but too happy, if by prohibiti 5 


regulations ſhe had not herſelf ſhut the door agair ra 
the labour and induſtry of her own inhabitant c 
The time will come poſſibly, when every Nati 
reduced to the exportation of its own growth, v 
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be of value only in proportion to its extent, the fer- 
tility of its ſoil, and its ſituation. France, in all 
theſe reſpects, hath the greateſt advantages: She 
produceth Corn equal to the moſt fertile Countries: 
frequently for a year and half, ſometimes for two 
years, and yet is always in fear of want. There is 
no cauſe to fear that in ſcarce years, which is the 
ſame as to ſay dear years; Corn ſhould be exported 
for ſale in places where it is in plenty, and at a lower 
price; there is no foundation for ſuch fear only in 
the caſe when all Europe ſhall be afflicted with want. 
The facility of a free trade is a remedy as well for 
S$carcity, as for the too great plenty of merchandiſe, 
which 1s naturally carried where it is moſt wanted. 

The Liberty of exportation is about to remove 
thoſe barriers that laid a reſtraint which attacks 
the foundations of Society. 'The people will be no 
longer forbid to enjoy the fruits of their labour, Corn 
will no longer #n France be a merchandiſe prohibited 
or contraband. We may give ourſelves up to the 
flattering hopes of ſecing plenty revive, and, by a ne- 
ceſſary conſequence, a flouriſhing trade, which al- 
ways follows plenty of Merchandiſe. 

Is it neceſfary to ſay more, Gentlemen, to eſtabliſh 
confidence and tranquillity ? when we are furniſhed 
with true principles, we need never fear but we ſhall 
draw juſt concluſions — . 

Objects of ſo great an extent, which tend to in- 
creaſe the revenues of the King and the Nation, are 
not confined, as appears, to furniſhing Bread for 

the 
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the markets; that ſnpply, although eſſential, is only 
one branch of national economy, of which the Corn- 
trade is the agent and general ſpring ; in as much a8 
t imprefſes the motion of buying and ſelling on all 
the reſt ; nevertheleſs, as this is one of the moſt im- 
portant points of the legiſlation, and that which 
ſtrikes moſt forcibly on the minds of the people, it 
is right to make them eaſy in regard thereto, and to 
prevent their fears. There ought to be a conſtant 
proportion between the price of Corn and that of 
Bread ; there are ſeveral cities in this province where 
there is not, at leaſt where it is not either mY 
known, or exactly obſerved &. 
A public regulation, or table, is wanting, which 
ſhould expreſs what the value of Bread ought to be 
in proportion to that of the Setiet of Corn ; and I am 
preparing to lay ſuch a Table before you. 
It remains to ſpeak to you, Gentlemen, of the re- 
ſtrictions laid by the Edict on the free exportation. 
We could have wiſhed, that the Liberty had been 
entire and indefinite in all the Ports, that there were 
no limitation to reſtrain that liberty, that the expor- 
tation were exempt from all duties; becauſe free- 
dom only can extend and ſupport the ſale of any 
merchandiſe, and promote the conſumption, ſeeing 
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that the leaſt obſtruction ſtops the courſe ; becauſe 


the leaſt duty on buying or ſelling (for they are both 
the ſame) is an impoſition which dries up the ſource; 


Some lines relating to this matter are here, and in the 


be- 


following page, omitted, as being only local. 
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cauſe, in fine, the augmentation of the expences 
of tranſportatian cauſeth the Nation to lofe confide- 
rable revenues, and neceſſarily deſtroys its compe- 
tition with other Nations, | 

But I de not mean to confider thoſe reſtritions, 
nor yet thaſe duties contained in the Edict, as mat- 
ters of revenue; the Edict bears too much the marks 
of the king's beneficence and love for his people. 
Convinced of the truth of thoſe principles, which 
are there eſtabliſhed with ſuch force and dignity, he 
hath paid ſome attention to popular fears, which, 
though with little foundation, are natural to indi- 
gence. He perhaps thought prejudices, which had 
taken root by long uſe, ought rather to be deſtroyed 
by expertence than authority. 

It is then concurring with thoſe views to make re- 
preſentations to him in this reſpec, winch are for 
the good of the State, 

To remove all uneaſineſs from thoſe who are dot 
as yet fully convinced of the advantages which ſuch 
a freedom of trade muſt produce, his Majeſty hath 
thought proper to fix a price, above which all ex- 
portation ont of the Kingdom ſhall be prohibited. 

It is fixed-at 12 livres 10 ſous the quintal, by the 
th Article of the Edict; and it is there ordered, 
that, when that price ſhall be kept up in the ſame 
place for three following market-days, the liberty 
ſhall remain ſuſpended in ſuch place, and, to reſtore 
it, application muſt be made to the Miniſter of the 
Finances, There is no inconvenience in fixing 12 

R livres 
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livres ten ſous, as we have ſeen by the average price 
of Corn in the general market of Europe ; but have 
we not reaſon to fear, that ſome covetous perſons 
may, by ſome private practices, raiſe the price of 
Corn for a few days, to the end that the Port may 
be ſhut, and they take advantage of the fall in the 
price, which will neceſſarily follow the prohibition 
It would appear then right, to prevent monopoly, 
that the export being abſolutely prohibited when the 
price ſhall be kept up at 3o livres the ſetier, or, 
that which is the ſame thing, at 12 livres 10 ſous 
the quintal during three following Markets, it ſhould 
be alſo reſtored abſolutely, when during three Mar- 
kets the price of the ſetier ſhall be below. 

It appears, that, in limiting the number of ports, a 
view was had to'the advantage of having regular ac- 
counts of the importation and exportation : But give 
me leave to remark, on the other hand, that this re- 
gulation confines the good intentions of his Ma- 
jeſty, and is even contrary to the Spirit of the 
Edict; for, the principles which are there eſta- 
bliſhed are true throughout, or not at all. To fix 
a certain number of ports is to favour a ſmall part of 
the ſubjects at the expence of the reſt, and to pre- 
judice the greateſt part. It would appear more na- 
tural, 'that exportation ſhould be permitted without 
diſtinction from all ports, at leaſt from all thoſe 
where there are Commiſſaries capable to keep a re- 
giſter of exports and imports. We may venture to 
affirm, moreover, that the number of twenty-ſeven 


port 
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ports throughout all France is too inconſiderable, 
that ſix ports for Britany are not ſufficient; the fourth 
Article hath fixed eight for Nermandy, whoſe coaſts 
are not ſo extenſive. 

From St. Malo's * to Morlaix there are forty or 
fifty leagues of Coaſt, where no ports are appointed, 
in which are comprehended-the Biſhoprics of St. 
Malo, St. Brieus, and Treguier, countries which are as 
fruitful, in Corn as any other part of the'Province. 
'There we find the ports of Leguay, or St. Brieux, Bi- 
nic, Pontrieurx, Treguier, and Lannien. From Mor- 
laix to Breſti, eighteen or twenty leagues of Coaſt, in 
which no port is mentioned. From Bre/t to Port 
Louis, twenty-five or thirty leagues of Coaſt, where 
might have been mentioned Audierne, Qumper, Pont 
P Abbe, Pont d' Avoine, Concarneau, | &c. whence 
much Grain is brought. Alſo Hennioonde and Auray 
between Port Louis and Vannes; Croific, Rebon,'&c. 
between Vannes and Nantes, All theſe places are 


fruitful in Corn ; and, if there is no other view but to 
have entries, there are in all theſe Ports, even the 
ſmalleſt, Commiſſaries of the Ports and Harbours, 


Commiſſaries on duty, or Controllers, who may take 


the entries and duties, and keep a regiſter of the 1 im- 


portations and exportations. 


If it 1s ſaid, that from theſe Ports the Merchant 


may tranſport to thoſe which are mentioned ; be- 


* Such readers ts are acquainted with che coaſt of Farce 
w beſt underſtand the force of what is here advanced, 
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ſides that it is a conſiderable increaſe of charges, the 
riſk of the veſſels, and of neceſſity a diminution of 
the value of the merchandiſe, it will be à ſubject of 
chicanery and diſputes on the part of the Com- 
miffaries, in regurdl to the quantity of Corn, Grain, 
&c. for the diſcharge of the ſecurity, and conſequently 
an embarraſſment to the trade. 'Ought it to be ne- 
ceflary; for example; from Paimbeuf, which is at 
the moutli of the Loire, to go up that river as far as 
Nantes,' to make an entry? or vill the Commiſſary 
at Nantes be contented with that which ſhall have 
deen made at Paimbauf? 

I add, that a liberty to go from every port would 
favour the French navigation, which is one of the 
objects which his Majeſty had in view; for, 
thence would ariſe an increaſe of navigation from 
place to place, and port to port; it is well known, 
that the coaſting trade is the ſchool in which the veſt 
mariners are bred. 

It is uue, that, in order to encourage this navi- 
gation, the Edict ſecures to French veſſels and mari- 
ners excluſively of all others the tranſportation of 
Grain: But to make a profit of this privilege we 
have perhaps neither veſſels nor ſailors enough. No 
one is ignorant that the price of freight in France is 
more conſiderable than with many other Nations; it 
is therefore thought, it would be proper to beſeech 
his Majeſty to give permiſſion to make uſe of all veſ- 
ſels without diſtinction, at leaſt for two or three 
years. | | 


As 
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As to the duties which are eftabliſhed by the ſe- 
venth Article of the Edict, although they have no 
other view than to obtain an exact account of the 
Corn which ſhall be brought into the Kingdom, and 
that ſhall be carried out, the difference of one per 
Cent. in the Duty of entry upan Wheat, and of three 
per Cent. on Rye, and other inferior Grain, may ap- 
pear extraordinary, inaſmuch as in ſhort years, when 
only importation can take place, this difference 
would turn to the diſadvantage of the poor, who 
for the moſt part live only on Rye. In ſhort, the 
emolument which can ariſe from all theſe duties is 
ſo inconſiderable for the finances of his Majefty, and 
the damage which ariſeth to his ſubjects is ſo great, 
by the immenſe diminution of the whole price of 
the Corn of the Kingdom, that we are perſuaded 
his Majeſty would be pleaſed to ſuppreſs them, or, 
at leaſt, moderate them, and order that they ſhall 
not. be ever increaſed upon any pretence what» 
ſoever. 

I thought, Gentlemen, theſe repreſentations ne- 
ceſſary: they have no other end but to accompliſh 
the views of his Majeſty, and thoſe tend only to 
favour our competition with other Nations in the 
Corn-trade : But we ought not to flatter ourſelves 
to ſucceed ſoon, while the duties, though moderate, 
the fetters with which we bind trade, and the ſcan- 
tineſs of tillage, ſhall continue to diſcourage, and our 
neighbours ſhall give encouragement to export. 
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So far Mr. Chaletais ; what he ſays “ of the ge- 
neral Average price of Wheat throughout Eur oys 
appears to be founded on fact; and his obſervation , 
that, except in caſe of general want, throughout 
all Evxoye, there is no danger of too large a quan- 
tity of Corn being exported, when at a high price, is 
very juſt; it can happen in that caſe only, and 
ſcarcely then; for, as it muſt be ſuppoſed that every 


place will feel in ſome meaſure the general want, 


and Corn cannot be very cheap any where, every 
nation will at ſuch times be too much on its guard 
to be drained of the Corn neceſſary for the ſubſiſt- 
ence of the people; and the very orders which will 
be received, as they will chiefly be commiſſions for 
ſupply, and conſequently without limitation of price, 
will directly raiſe the market, and immediately give 
the alarm: however, it is a very proper argument 
to quiet the minds of the people. And the Author 
of Reflexions ſur la Police des Grains en France, et en 
Angleterre . in order to convince them that ſo 
much Corn cannot be exported from France as to be 
Hurtful, whilſt other nations have ſo much to ſpare, 
gives & the annual average of the * from Eu- 
rope as follows, 


* Page 244. + Page 247. 
t At Paris, 1764. § Page 49. 


* 
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Viz, Setiers. 
England for 25 years average * 1,020,000 


Poland, Dantzick, the North and Holland 7, 350, ooo 
Sicily, Barbary, and Archipelago — 1, 630, ooo 


Total 10, ooo, ooo 


That is, about 5,417,000 Quarters, Lond:n mea- 
ſore; and if the growth of France, as he ſays f, ex- 
clufive of the ſeed, which the French Authors ſet 
at ahout one ſixth thereof, is 35,000,000 of Setiers, 
or 18,958,333 London Quarters, beſides ſeed ; what 
r-»{on can the French have to fear that too great a 
q1:ntity will be exported by them, when the ex- 
ports of all Europe do not amount to one third of 
their own growth ? and as our growth, befides ſeed, 
appears to be two-thirds of theirs, our fears ſeem 
much worſe founded, at leaft in common caſes, and 
when the want is not general thoughout all Europe ; 
ſince the number of our people in England is never 
eſtimated at half the number of thoſe in France. 


* That is, 552,500 Quarters : this exceeds the general Ave- 
rage, an: falls ſhort of that of the laſt 39 years: But it is near 
enough for general argument, 


. 
Avi1age of the laſt 39 years —— - 598,448 
General Average — — 487,411 
See before, pige 131. | * | 

+ Page 48, Page 164. _ See page 854+ 


- 
_ —— — — — F ⁰⁵wqiq⁰. - ůt .- - 
— —— — — —— 14 — — 
— - Y _— 
7 4 


2 2 — 

—— — _ 
—” ar — 
- 


— — 


a — ꝶEẽ—ñ ————d ñ̃ - —— CCC” IE 


256 


CHAPTER VIII. 


REMARES AND OBSERVATIONS ON THE TORE— 
GOING COLLECTION. 


THE Author of the foregoing collection 
thinks himſelf bound to acknowledge the many obli- 
gations he is under for the ſeveral remarks and ob- 
fſervations he hath received relative thereto. The 
moſt material of which came after this Edition was 
Near printed off, and conſequently too late to be 
noted therein. The purport of them is, viz. 

1. That the calculations are different in different 
parts thereof: let the reader pleaſe ta eſteem the pa- 
pers as diſtinct works, written at different times, and 
take which he likes beſt. 

2. That, ſuppoſing certain oTHex general princi- 
ples, oTHER concluſions may be drawn: the prin- 
ciples here urged from are founded on Facts, which 
ſeem well eſtabliſhed, therefore ay are not affected 
by OTHERS. 

3- That many of the Arguments will not- hold 
good in all places: theſe are meant only as general 
arguments for the whole Kingdom, 


'That 
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That the hint thrown out, ®* that ſome are of opi- 
nion, that if Oats were to be charged 55s. 10d. till 18s. 
is wrong, and no good reaſon appears why they 
ſhould not be imported at the preſent low duty; as 
the practice is of very great benefit in places where 
poor people confume Oats in Bread. And there 
ſeems much more need to give ſome public encou- 
ragement for the increafing the Growth of Oats at 
home, by a Bounty on that Grain when exported, 
or by a premium for the cultivation of waſte or 
heathy lands 1n Oats, than to alter the old falutary 
practice. | 

Farther, it will be found, when examined into, 
that, though Wheat and Barley bear a much higher 
price in proportion than Oats juſt now, yet this 
laſt article has been advancing more fteadily for a 
number of years laſt paſt; and the Growth ſeems 
more and more unequal to the Conſumption ; and, if 
the Legiſlature doth not give fome encouragement 
to this Grain, it ſeems probable, there muſt be an 
Importation of it in ſome parts of the Kingdom or 
other every year. 

5. That the arguments for continuing the ſame 
Bounties, and payable to the ſame prices, are not to 
be withſtood : how then comes it that it is ſaid, F 
&* that, without any great riſk, we might either conti- 
te nue the ſame Bounties, but payable to leſs prices, 
1 fay Wheat to 408. and the reſt in proportion; or 
reduce them, fay one third, and continue to pay 


Page 57. + Page 104. 
3 Tm them, 
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them to the ſame prices as at preſent; for, though 
experience teaches us, that but a ſmall Quantity of 
Wheat is ever exported when it exceeds 408. even 
with the Bounty, and without it there would moſt 
probably be none, ſo that it might have no great 
Influence on the Market ; yet it never can be urged 
as a ſufficient reaſon for making an alteration in this 
reſpect, merely becauſe no hurt can enſue ; it cannot 
be ſuppoſed any Legiſlators will paſs an Act but with 
a manifeſt view of doing good, and not when the 
effects may or can be only nugatory, and can do 
harm. | 

6. That the making a compariſon of the prices 
of Corn ſince with thoſe before the Bounty “* is 
going too far back; we ſhould not go farther than 
forty years back, as there is a neceſſity that the ma- 
nufacturer ſhould always have bread cheap, in order 
to enable him to underwork other nations, and be- 
cauſe within forty years he hath been loaded with 
many net taxes. 

The matter under conſideration is to enquire, if 
the Bounty hath done any gcad : now, how can this be 
known, but by comparing the prices of Corn before 
and after it took place ? 
| As to the neceſſity that the manufacturer ſhould 
always have bread cheap to enable him to underwork 
other nations, and becauſe witlun forty years he hath 
been loaded with many nero taxes; it is notorious 
that the Farmer and Landowner bear a full propor- 
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tion of thoſe very taxes, which were impoſed, not to 
promote and protect Agriculture, ſo far as it regards 
the Growth of Corn at leaſt, but to promote and pro- 
tect the Sale of our Manufactures abroad: in order 
to obtain which, no reaſonable Expences ought to 
be ſpared. ; 

And yet Wheat, when the prices thereof are com- 
pared either with thoſe of other nations, or with 
what our Forefathers gave for it in the laft century, 
although money was then as dear again, will be 
found to have been cheap during that period. 

What is there but Corn, and the labour of the 
manufacturer thereof, if the labourers in the field 
may be ſo called, that hath not conſiderably riſen 
in value within forty-years ? have the wages of the 
huſbandman been raiſed in proportion with thoſe 
given to other workmen ? he cannot with the labour 
of four days ſupport himſelf and family a week. 

Is it any reaſon, becauſe all other things are grown 
dearer, that Corn, which only hath continued mode- 
rate, ſhould be farther reduced ? 

Perhaps it may not be poſſible to grow Corn much 
cheaper than it was on the average from 1726 to 
1765, and yet there ſeems no doubt that, if it can be 
done, it muſt be effected by continuing to give all 
proper encouragement to tillage, and promoting a due 
circulation in the Corn-trade: At leaſt we may be 
aſſured that, with years of common plenty, under 
ſuch regulations, it will not be dearer, and be one 
great means of ſupporting the neceſſary expences of 

the 
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the nation, and without encreaſing, at leaſt in any 
great degree, the ſalary of the huſbandman. 

7. That the Rating the average of all the years - 
is wrong: the dear years ſhould have been left out; 
and then it would not appear that Wheat hath been 
ſo much cheaper on the average ſince the en 
took place. 

This deſerves a particular anfwee. 

It muſt be acknowledged, that, had theſe averages 
been ſtruck with a view to point out, that the price 
of Wheat hath been ſo low that the plow is forſaken, 
and the country left deſolate, as in France, the dear 
prices ſhould have been left out here, as the French 
Authors have done with great propriety +; for, the 
Farmers reap very little, or rather no advantage from 
ſuch dear years, as the ſhortneſs of the Crop does 
generally more than counterbalance the advance of 
Price. 

But the people pay thoſe high prices although fo- 
-reigners only gain thereby, and not the Farmer; and 
it is not what the Farmers gain, but what the people 
pay is the matter under conſideration ; and that, be- 
fore the Bounty, they paid more than they have done 
ſince, is an undoubted Fact; and yet our Farmers 
are far from thoſe diſtreſſed circumſtances as the 
Freach Farmers are ſaid to be in, although they re- 
ceived on the average 19 livres a Ws i. e. about 


* page 122. 
+ See Eſſai far la Police Gintrale des Grain, at Perli in, 175 5. 
Page 243, &c. 
314. 
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314. 104, a London quarter, from 1725 to 1745*; 
whereas our own Farmers n during the _ 
time, only 295. 10d. 

Therefore the ſtriking thoſe years out FF — 
authors is right, and the leaving them in here is not 
wrong ; and let it be noted, how often ſuch dear 
years came round before the Bounty, to what they 
have done ſince, and to what oy = prices 
ſometimes role. | 

The French find their de cannot live by the 
preſent prices, and argue for an export to miſe 
them: We ſind our Farmers thrive at the preſent 
prices; although lower than with them, and finding 
that they have fallen ſince the export 'took place, 
therefore we argue for the continuation thereof, as 
not only the moſt likely but alſo the moſt certain 
means to keep them down; for, it is inconſiſtent to 


think, that thoſe who live in an exporting Country 


ſhould pay more for their Corn than thoſe who live 
in an importing Country; was any ever known to 
buy at & high price to ſell at a lower ? 

8. That the value of the gains and fig which 
have been made by the export are much under 
valued, y particularly, that there hath been Corn to 
the Value of 100,0001. or 120,000 l. every year ſince 
the Union, carried to SCOTLAND, where it was pro- 


hibited before; which ſhould be added to the ac- 


count; as ſhould alſo the Oats and Peaſe exported 
on foreign Veſſels to the account of Growth ; but 
the accounts of theſe exports were never made up. 


* See Police des Gra: ns, 255. $ Page 149. 
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That the number of people, the quantity uſed for 
ſeed ®, and the quantities of Peas and Beans, are 
much under-rated : and conſequently, by not bring- 
ing them into the account -, that the annual Growth 
is eſtimated: much too low. Therefore the Export 
hath not borne ſo high a proportion to the Growth as 
1s calculated, and this confirms that it bears but a 
very little proportion to a ſmall failure in the Crop}. 

10. That many people in Wales eat Oat-bread, 
whereas it is ſuppoſed & there is none eaten there; 
whether they eat Oat-bread, or that made of any 
other Grain, is immaterial ; the whole Growth will be 
E the ſame. | 

11. That eſtimating the whole number of Horſes 
8 fold, thoſe in London, is rating them too high; 
and that ſuppoſing || two quarters of Oats to make 
one quarter of Oatmeal is wrong, it will take two 
quarters three buſhels ; therefore the Oats uſed for 
Meal is much under-rated ; let this balance the error 
in regard to Horſes. 

12. That it is manifeſt from experience, that. the 
old Laws againſt Engroflers “*, &c. do not anſwer 
the ends for which they were ade are not ſuitable 


That one ninth for England would be nearer, for that in 
ſome parts a ſixth is uſed; and, if the proportion was to be 
reckoned for Scotland, one fifth of the Growth will be found 
upon an average of the different Greins and years to be unde 
the quantity that is uſed ſor ſeed, Wheat included. 

+ Page 164. r Page 28. § Page 159. 

Page 225. || Page 137. * Sec Page 57. 
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to the preſent times, tend to diſcourage tillage by 
preventing a freedom in the Corn-trade, and, when- 
ever they are put in force, which they. at any time 
may when Wheat exceeds 488. always make the 
price of Grain higher than it would otherwiſe be, by 
ſtopping the circulation thereof; and not only cauſe, 
but alſo make more grievous, the evil they were cal- 
culated to prevent. That therefore there ſeems an 
abſolute neceſſity to repeal them, and to paſs An 
Act to encourage Tillage and lower the price of 
« Corn, by regulating the Corn- trade in this King- 
dom, encouraging the tranſportation thereof from 
te place to place within the Kingdom, and particu- 
&« larly from the growing to the manufacturing Coun- 
ties, ſecuring of the property and protecting of the 
* perſons of thoſe who ſhall lawfully deal therein, or 
e in any branch of the ſaid trade, and puniſhing 


* ſuch as ſhall be guilty of any mal-practices in 


* carrying on the ſame.” 

13. That fince the Bounty hath had ſuch an effect 
as to cauſe Wheat to be ſo much cheaper, that it 
* 1s become much more generally the food of the 
* common people ſince 1689 than it was before 
* that time *,“ and it coſts Sixpence a week more 
to feed a poor man with Wheat than Rye +, it is 
inſiſted, that it is not only unneceſſary but alſo un- 
reaſonable to continue to pay it as high as 48s. and 
it ought either to be paid to a leſs price, or entirely 


See Page 204, 


1 See Page 216, 


taken 
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ken of, in order to keep Wheat within reach of 
the poor; That is, as the giving the Bounty on 
Wheat hach made it cheaper than it uſed to be, ſo 
the forbearing to give it will make it cheaper ſtill. 
Thus have we, to the beſt of our abilities, fairly 
ſtated the purport of every material Remerk and Ob- 
ſervation, both for and againſt the foregoing Colledion, 
which have either been communicated or occur- 
red to us; and which it appeared neceflary to lay 
before the Public, as the affair of Corn cannot be too 
well underſtood, or too maturely and diſpaſſionately 
tonſidered under every view, whether it regards the 
growth and internal circulation, or the exportation 
and importation thereof, or the part we bear in the 
Trade thereof in Europe. | 
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.'REPOR-T. as 


| The Committee, appointed to conſider of the 

Methods practiſed in making Flour from 
Wheat, the Prices thereof, and how far it 
may be expedient to put the fame again un- 
der the Regulations of an Aſſize, and to 
report the ſame, with their Opinions there- 
upon, to the Houſe, in Obedience to the 
entrada». 
Third of this Month. 


| Tuner firſt examined the Statute, intituled, 

« 4 Panis et Cerviſia, made in the Fifty-firſt 
Year of the Reign of Heury the Third; alſo the Or- 
dinance for Bakers, made in the Times of Henry the 
Third, Edward the Firſt, or Edward the Second. 
They did alſo examine the Allowances heretofore 
made to the Bakers, according to the Price of the 
Wheat, by the Aſſize of the Fifty-firſt of Henry the 
R S 3 Third; 
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Third; by that in the Time of Edward the Firſt ; by 
that made in the Twelfth Year of the Reign of Henry 
the Seventh ; by that made in the 'Thirty-fourth Year 
of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth ; and, laſtly, by the 
Book of Aſſize, publiſhed by Order of Council in 
the Year 1638, in which, for the firſt Time, the 
Aſſize was calculated by the Pound Avoirdupois 
and its Parts, as well as by the Pound Troy. 
And Your Committee do find, That the Charge of 
grinding and dreſſing the Wheat into Meal and 
Flour was always included within the Aſſize, while 
the Aſſize of Bread was ſet according to the Price of 
the Wheat, 7 
They next examined the Statute, intituled, © An 
Act to regulate the Price and Aſſize of Bread,” 
made in the Eighth Year of the Reign of Queen 
Anne; and they find therein, that the Magiſtrates and 
others, authorized to ſet an Aſſize on Bread, were di- 
rected by Law, for the firſt Time, in fo ſetting the 
Aſſize, to have reſpect to the Price of the Meal and 
Flour as well as to that of the Grain. Although 
the Aſſize of the Bread, as ſet in the Aſſize-Table, 
is calculated by a Price of the Buſhel of Wheat; yet 
that ſuppoſed Price of the Buſhel of Wheat is a com- 


pounded Price, as collected by having reſpect to the 


Meal or Flour, as well as to the Grain, together 


with the Baker's Allotrance added thereto. From 
the Time that the Aſſize of the Bread was ſet with 


reſpect to the Flour, the Miller and Mealman were 
no longer included within the Charges whereon the 
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Aſſize of Bread was calculated; they were thence- 
forth at Liberty to make what ſorts of Flour they 
ſhould pleaſe, and to affix thereunto what Price 
they thought proper: whereas, while the Aſſize had 
reſpect to the Grain only, as from Time immemorial 
it always had, the Charges of grinding and dreſſing 
were included in the Calculation of the ſeveral Ope- 
fations of the making of Bread from the Grain; and 
thoſe Articles do accordingly ſtand in the ſaid Cal- 
culations. 

They find, from the Journals of the Houſe, That, 
at the Time of making this Alteration, there were 
Petitions preſented to the Houſe, by the Bakers of 


London, by thoſe of moſt of the great Towns and 


Cities, and almoſt from every Part of England; ſet- 
ting forth, That the ſetting the Aſſize in this Manner 
muſt be either impracticable, or a great Oppreſſion 
to the Baker. Several Inconveniences did ariſe in 
Practice, and Your Committee find, That on the 
Second Day of March, in the Year 1735, the Maſ- 
ter and Wardens of the Company of Bakers in the 


City of London, in Behalf of themſelves and the reſt 
of the Bakers within the Bills of Mortality, did pre- 


ſent a petition to the Houſe; in which they ſet 


forth and allege, That the prices of the Wheat, 
- whence the Magiſtrate did ſet the Aſſize, and the 
prices of the Flour which the Baker did uſe for the 


making the ſeveral ſorts of Bread by the Law di- 
rected, did not agree; and that the allowance which 


the Aſſize made them was not proportioned to their 


84 Charges, 
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Charges, and the coſt of the — whereof 0 
bread was made. | 
And Your Cammittee and. on he is * of the 
faid month, That the Committee, who were appointed 
to conſider of the ſaid Petition, did report, . That 
5 the Petitioners had fully proved the Allegations of 
their Petition; and that the moſt certain and moſt 
* equal Method of, ining the Price and Afſize 
of Bread within s of Mortality, with Jaſtice 
« to the Public as well as to the Bakers, will be, to 
e fix the ſame from the Price of ſuch Flour whereof 
© each Sort of Bread is made, making a reaſonable 
„ Allowance to the Bakers ſor every Buſhel of Flour, 
16 proportionable to the ancient and cuftamary Al- 
<« lowance for every Buſhel of Wheat.” This Re- 
ſolution was agreed to by the Heuſe, and a Bill was 
erdered to be brought in for the better regulating 
e and afcertaining the Price and Afſize of Bread in 
« the City of London, and Parts adjacent.” A Bill 
was, according to the Order, brought in ; but we do 
-not find that the Houſe did proceed therein. 
Here Your Committee beg Leave to obſerve, That 


although. the Remedy, propoſed by the Reſolution of 


that Committee, might have relieved the Caſe of the 


Baker; yet, while the Miller or Mealman was thus 


left at Liberty to make what Diviſions and Aſſort- 
-ments of Flour he ſhould pleaſe, and to affix there- 
-unts-what Price ſhould to him, from Reaſons ef his 
:own, feem meet, the Poor were ſtill liable to be 
"aggrieved by a high Price or Aflize of Bread, al- 


though 
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though the Wheat was cheap; becauſe, if the Miller 


or Mealman ſhould affix a high Price upon his Flour, 
diſproportionate to the Price of Wheat, and the 
Magiſtrate ſhould, in the ſetting the Aſſize, be con- 
fined to Took to the Price of the Flour only, as the 
Reſolution propoſed, the Bread might be rated at a 
__ 1 — require 
. —— next inquirsE-whit the Law, in- 
vituled, An Act for the due making of Bread, and 
* to regulate the Price and Aſſize thereof, and to 
* puniſh Perſons who ſhall adulterate Meal Flour 
* or Bread,” paſſed in the Thirty-firſt Year of the 
Reign of George the Second, did intend. This Law, 
they find, ſuppoſes, that the Whole Flour of the 
Wheat is ſo divided into Two Sorts as that a 
Wheaten Bread, and an Houſchold Bread only, 
fhould be made for common Sale; that the Wheaten 
Loaves were always to be Three Fourths of the 
Weight of the Houſehold Loaves of the ſame Price; 
and that the Houſehold-priced Loaves were always 
to be Three Fourths of the Price of the Wheaten 
Loaves of the fame Size. This Wheaten Bread was 
fuppofed to be ſomewhat finer than the Wheaten 
intended by the Eighth of Queen Anne, but not ſo 
fine as the White Bread intended by that Act.— The 
Houſehold, alſo, was thus meant to have been of a 
better and more nutritious Quality than that of Queen 
Anne; and the Bread was priced and aſſized accord- 
N as ſuch. The Price was thus fixed on the 


Public; 
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Public; but the Act, as to the making the Bread 
intended, was never carried into Execution. Wo 


are not able to diſcover that the Flour was ever di, 
vided by the Miller or Mealman, as the Law ſup» 


poſed when it fixed the Aſſize; or that any ſuch 
was ever in the Market, bearing ſuch Proportions, 
either in its Quality or Price: on the contrary, the 
| Mealman appears to have made it by what Diviſions 
and of what Aſſortments he pleaſed, and to have 
affixed thereunto, without Reſpe& had to any juſt 
Rule or Proportion, any Prices he pleaſed ; fo that, 
while the Baker (eſpecially in London and the Parts 
adjacent) was obliged to make his Bread of ſuch 
Sorts of Flour as he could purchaſe, or did after- 
wards himſelf mix the ſeveral Sorts as he found con- 
venient, the Magiſtrate, however he might ſet the 
Aſſize, could not poſſibly know what that Bread was 
which he ſo affized or priced. 
Tour Committee were confirmed in their Opinion 
on this Head by inſpecting and examining the 
Regiſters of the Prices of Wheat and Flour, as kept 
in the Books of the Meal-Weighers of the City of 
London, from September 1759 (when the Act for re- 
gulating the Aſſize and Price of Bread firſt came 
into Operation) to October 1773. They directed 


their Enquiry in order to aſcertain the Fact, whe- 


ther there were, according to the Intent and Mean- 
ing of the ſaid Act, in the Market, for common 
Uſe and Confumption, Two Sorts of Flour, ſuited 


to the making the Two Sorts of Bread only as in- 
tended 
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tended” by the ſaid Act ſhould be made for Sale; 
and whether the' Prices of ſuch Flour (if any ſuch 
there were) bore any fixed Proportion either to the 
Wheat; the Bread, or to each other, ſo as to ſuit 
the Prices and Aſſize fixed by that Act. 

"Your Committee examined Foſeph How, who has 
been a Meal-Weigher from before that Period, and 
alſo William Marſhall, who has been a Meal-Weigher 
for the laſt Seven Years, to the Mode of their col- 
lecting the Prices of the Wheat and of the Flour, 
to the Truth of theſe Regiſters, and alſo to the Sorts 
of Flour which are uſually in the Market; and do 
find, That, as to the Price of the Wheat, they collect 
it from the Sellers' Market-Books, and check it by 
thoſe of the Buyers, and return the Prices, with the 
Quantities' ſold, 'to the chief Magiſtrate ; which 
Prices are thoſe regiſtered in the Books of their 
Office : That, as to the Flour, there were in the Year 
1759, and have been ever fince, Three Sorts always 
in the Market; viz. Firſts, Seconds, and Thirds: 
but that the Meal-Weighers never take Account of 
the Price or Sale of any other than the Firſt Sort, 
which is improperly termed Houſehold, being ſaid 
to be intended for making the Wheaten Bread; and 

that this is generally returned and regiſtered at One 

Price, notwithſtanding the Price of the Wheat varies 

very conſiderably ; and this fineſt Sort 1s what always 

has been, and is chiefly, ſold in the Market for the 
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| Your Committee next examined Mr: Peru Allet, 
88 and it appeared, That of late they 
uſually make up their Wheat to a Standard ef 63 
Pounds to a Buſhel, by adding ſuch s Quantity gver 
and above the Meaſure of the Buſhel as the Wheat 
in Meaſure is beneath that Weight; yet we find, 
that the Price of the Flour per Sack has varied from 
the Price of the Wheat per Quarter, through all 
Proportions, from One to Eleven Shillings difference. 
- Your Committee wiſhing to know whence this 
Variation did ariſe, and whether the Mealman did of 
late uſe a different Dreſſing or Aſſortment - they 
did not receive any Information on that Head. They 
were however afterwards informed by the Maſter of 
the Bakers Company, who is a Miller, that they now 


dreſs the Houſeholds through a Twenty-Shilling | 


Cloth, and the Reſidue through a. Sixteen-Shilling 
Cloth for Seconds; which Your Committee appre- 
hend to be a coarſer Drefling than ſhould be for the 
Wheaten Bread intended by the Act, eſpecially as it 
appears, from the Report of the Commiſſioners of the 
Victualing Office, dated June 10, 1774, hereunto an- 
nexed (B), and hereinafter more particularly referred 
to, That a Dreſſing through a One-and-Twenty 
Shilling Cloth, as therein deſcribed, is the proper 
Dreſſing for the Whole Flour, in order to produce 
the Flour duly ſuited to the Wheaten Bread. Thus 
Miller, the Maſter of the Bakers Company, farther 
informed your Committee, That he had, fince the 
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üs enen of laſt Seſſion, dreſſed for 
the Bulers, as uſudl, Houſeholds, Seconds, and 
Thitds © 

Mr. Pardo Allet, alſo of the Bakers Company, 
who is a Mealman, informed Your Committee, That 
he aſed the Wire Machine now applied to the Dreſſ- 


Hg of Flur, and that he dieffed the Meal thropgh 


the different Numbers, from No. 58 to No. 62, for 
Houſeholds, and the Reſidue for Middlings through 
the different Numbers, from No. 46 to No. 36. In 
order to explain the Nature of this Evidence, we 
Leave to refer to Three Letters inſerted in the Ap 


pendix (E. 1, 2, 3), from Mr. Miln of Manchefter, 


the Patentee-Maker of Wire Machines for dreſſing 
Flour, to Mr. Pelbam, Secretary of the Victualing 


Office, dated January the Firſt, February the Second, 


and May the Fourth, 1474 : Alſo to the Manufac- 
turers Memorandum of ſeveral Bolting Cloths which 
are moſt commonly ufed, deſcribed by their Deno- 
minations, and hy the Number of Threads which 
are if the Warp, and in the Shoot or Woof, in an 
Inch Square; which is alſo inſerted in the Appendix 
H. Reference had to thoſe will inform the Houſe 
what the Sorts of Dreſſing are which the Evidence 
above deſcribes, and will confirm (whatever Names 
the ſeveral Sorts of Flour at different Times be called 


by the Evidence which we received from the Meal- 


eighers, That the ſame Affortments of the Flour, 


t _ . * © th 
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Sort, which is principally and in the main Quantity 


fold there, is the Houſeholds ; which the Mode of 
Preſſing above deſcribed provides for according in 
the greateſt Quantity. i e449 


\ Your Committee, in order to give the more, cer- 
tain Information to the Houſe, as to the Variations 
of the Difference between the Prices of the Flour per 


Sack of Twenty- eight Pounds, and the Prices of the 


Wheat per Quarter, have extracted from the Meal-- 


Weighers' Books, and ſtated, the relative Proportions, 
of theſe Prices between the Flour and the Wheat of 
the ſame Time, as they were found to ſtand in dif- 
ferent Periods, from September 1759 to Ofleber 17733 
and they have annexed the fame to this Report (D). 

The Difference of Price between the Price of the 
Sack of Flour and the Price of the Quarter of Wheat, 
as they ftood at the fame Time, appears to have va- 
ried from One Shilling to Eleven Shillings. _ When it 


appears that the Miller and Mealman's Charges, for 


grinding and dreſſing, have been always at or nearly 
the ſame Rate per Quarter; and that the Houfehold 
Flour has always been ſuppoſed to be of (or nearby 
ſo) the ſame Fineneſs, being intended for the ſame 


Sort of Bread; Yaur Committee are unable to ac- 
count for theſe Deviations of Proportion by any juſt 


Rule of Charge and Profit. 


Upon the Whole of this Point, Your Copmites 


are not able to find that any ſuch Diviſion was ever 
made of the Whole Flour into 'Two Sorts only, ſo 
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as (peetally ſuited to make the Two Sorts of Bread 
only, namely, Wheaten and Houſehold, as the Act 
of the Thirty-firft of George the Second requires; nor 
that there were in the Market any, Sorts, which, ei- 
ther in Proportion of Quality, Quantity, or Price, 
anſwered this intended Supply of ſuch Two Sorts of 
Bread; nor that any Quantity of the Whole Flour, 
of the Wheat, fuch as is directed by the Act for 
« the better regulating the Aſſize and the due ma- 
xing of Bread,“ tlie Standard Wheaten Bread 
ſhould be made of, has been in the Market ; nor 
cati'they find that Mr. Jonathan Rogers, Maſter of 
the Bakers Company, who is a Miller, and does not, 
follow the Baking Trade, (although at the Com- 
mencement of the ſaid Act the Company did, as he 
informed Your Committee, by Advertiſement, re- 
commend it to the Trade to comply with the Act, 
if they could get the Flour) did ever dreſs any Stan- 
dard Wheaten Flour, except Two Sacks for a Trial, 
for Mr. Wyat, One of the Wardens of the Company; 
Nor that Mr. Pardo Allet, alſo a conſiderable Mem- 
ber of the ſaid Bakers Company, who is, a Mealman, 
did ever dreſs more than Three Sacks, which he in- 
formed us he dreſſed for the Baker who took his 
Shop. On the contrary, Your Committee find, 
That the Mealmen go on to dreſs and price their 
Flour, without any Reſpect had to the Bread di- 
reted'to be made either by the Act of the Thirty- 
firſt of George the Second, or to that of the Thur- 
dan of His preſent Majeſty; by which Modes 

much 
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much the greateſt Portion of the Whole Flour 
conſtantly thrown. into that Aſſortment which it 
called Houſeholds, the Reft and Reſidue being Mid- 
dlings only, ſuch as is chiefly uſed for Biſcuit Stuff, 
as Mr. Pardo Allet informed Your Committee; and 
which Houſeholds are prized at a Rate which Half 
only of the Whole Flour ſhould have borne ; while 
the ſmall Reſidue is again divided'into farther Aſſort- 

ments, ſtill more remote from anſwering the Regu- 
lations of the Laws, = thay dived the ſeveral bow 
of Bread to be made. 

In order preciſely to ſtate this Matter to the Houſe, 
Your Committee next examined the Reports of the 
Commiſſioners of the Victualing Office, made to the 

- Commiſſioners of the Admiraky, and dated May 
zoth, June roth and 11th, 1774, and which were 
referred to this Lout Committee. Theſe Reports 
ſtate the Iſſue of ſundry Experiments made by that 
Board, as to the Practicability and proper Mode of 
dreſſing the Flour of Wheat, conformable to what 
the Laws for the due making of Bread require, and 
as to the Produce of ſuch Flour from Wheats of va 
tious Sorts. —The Facts are ſo clearly demonſtrated 
by thoſe Experiments, and the Accounts are fo di6 
tinctly drawn up, that Your Committee cannot bet 
ter point their Information to the Houſe, than by 
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directing it in a Reference to the a ne | 


(A, B, C). | 
- Your Committee however * Th to * 
That the Proportion of the Average Quantity of the 
Whole 
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Whote' Flout in Weight, produced (when drefſed 
through' a Bolting- Cloth as thereih deſcribed, of 
through a Wire Machine as therein alſo aefcribed 
to the Average Weig ht of all Sorts together ,. 


Wheits: froth 51 1b. Per Buſhel 0 61 th. per Bufhel, | 


6 
1 
1 
, 
d 
alt is nealty*Three-Fourth Parts of the Average Wei gf. 
ile of the Biiſhel ;, that the Proportion of the Weight, 
t- of the Flour to the Weight of the Wheat, i in Wheaty' 
zu- under 57 1b. per Buſhel, is leſs than Three Fourths ;, 
ns | bur that, in Wheats above that Weight of 5) U. per, 
Buſhel, the Proportion i in Flour is Four Fifths and 
aſe, upwards. 
the || -- Your” Committee next examined Henry Pelham; 
the Efguite; (Secretary to the Victualing Office,) as 0 
May the Truth and Exactneſs of the Accounts annexed. 
were to the {aid Report, and inſtituted on the Experi- 
port: ments made. He acquainted Your Committee, that 
that he had examined the ſame, and that he found them 
e oi right.” He was then defifed to give the Committes 
what ſuch Obſervations as "he had made relative to che 
and making of Flour and Bread; in Anſwer to which, 
ff v · ¶ he referred to ſundry Experiments inſtituted by him, 
trated and made under his Direction, which are hereunto, 
dib annexed (G). He alſo delivered in a Paper of Ob- 
t bet · ¶ ſcrvations-and States of Accounts on this Subject, as 
an by what. would give to the Committee the beſt Infor- 


aſelvaſ mation that he was able to lay before them: this was 


xtordingly read, and is hefeunto annexed (H), 


Whole - - T and 


Your Committee beg Leave to obſerve, from the . 
ol the Accounts ſtated and referred ta in the faid Reports 
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and Papers, That although the Baker cannot afford 
to make, and has therefore never made, the real 


Wheaten and Houſchold Bread, as intended to be 
made by the Act of the 31ſt of George the Second, 
while he is obliged to buy his Flour of the Meal- 
man, under the Aſſortment and at the Prices which 


the Trade in general make and charge; nor the 
Standard Wheaten Bread as intended by the Act of f 


the 13th of His preſent Majeſty : yet that, if the 
Baker either buys his own Wheat, or that the 


Grinding and Dreſſing are ſuch, and the Price fo 
charged as thoſe Acts ſuppoſe (which with full and 


ample Allowance to the Miller, Mealman, and 


Baker, they can be), the Baker is very fully enabled to 


make ſuch ſeveral Sorts of Bread as the Law requires, 
and to fell them at ſuch Price as the Law directs, 
with a conſiderable Profit over and above the Allow- 


ance which the Law and the Magiſtrate make him, 


according to the preſent Setting of the Aſſize on 
Bread —Secondly, That while the Mealman can 
obtain C 1 4s. 8d. on the Grinding and Drefling of 
a' Load or Five Quarters of Wheat, according to 
the general preſent Mode of the Trade, he will never 
dreſs or price his Flour otherwiſe ; While the Baker, 
buying his Flour of thoſe Aſſortments, and at thoſe 
| Prices, i is to loſe, on the Houſehold Bread of the 31ſt 
of George the Second, Twenty Shillings and One 
Penny of the due Profit which he ought to have on 
Sixty . Peck. Loaves of the ſame; and while in like 


Manner (if he i is to buy his Flour as before) he is to 


loſe, 
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loſe, on the Standard Wheaten Bread of the » zth of 
His preſent Majeſty, One Pound and a Penny 
Farthing on One hundred and Twenty Peck Loaves ; 
he never will or can make either the one or the 
other. h 
"Thirdly, That until the Mealman is obliged to 
dreſs the Flour into ſuch Sorts as are ſuited to the 
Sorts of Bread which the Law intends ſhould be 
made; that is to ſay, into the whole Flour, as it is 
deſcribed in the Act for the better regulating the 
Aſſize, &c. paſſed laſt Seffions, for the Standard 
Wheaten Bread, or by ſo dividing the Whole 
Flour into Two Sorts only as ſhall be ſuited to the 
Wheaten and Houſehold Bread, as directed by the 
Act of the 31ſt of George the Second; and until ſuch 
Whole Flour, and ſuch Sorts of Flour, are ſold at 
Prices proportioned to the Price of Wheat on one 
Hand, and to the Prices of the Bread on the other ; 
all Regulations reſpecting Bread muſt be nugatory ; 
all Aſſize on Bread impracticable, or otherwiſe op- 
preſſive to the Farmer on one Hand, or to the Baker 
on the other; and, in the End, a Grievance to the 
poor Labourer, Mechanic, and Manufacturer. 
Laſtly, It appears to Your Committee, from the 
Reports of the Commiſſioners of the Victualing- 
Office, that the Flour may eaſily, and by leſs 
Labour than is uſed in the Modes ordinarily prac- 
tiſed, be ſo divided; and that the Whole Flour may 
be made the Standard for the Regulations of an 
Afſize of Flour, in Proportion to the Value of the 
en T.. * Wheat; 
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Wheat; and that the Sprts ariſing from the Dixiſjen 
of this Whole Flour into 'Two equal Moieties may be. 
a flizedn Proportion thereto, by ſetting the Price of 
the Houſehold (that is to ſay, that Flqur which is in; 
tended for the Houſehold Bread) One Eighth leſs than 
the Standard Wheaten, and the Wheaten Flaur One 
Eighth more than the Standard Wheaten,. and the. 
Houſehold Flour One Fourth leſs than the Wheaten. 
Hour; ſo as the Wheaten and Houſehold. Flour. 
together ſhall. make up the Price. of the. Standard 
Wheaten, or Whole Flour; which. regulations will 
preciſely ſuit the Proportions that the Law hath pre- 
ſcribed to the Aſſige of the ſeveral Sorts of Bread. 
Your Committee next examined Thomas Harrer, 
Eſquire, as to the Truth of ſundry Experiments, and 
of Accounts inſtituted thereon, which had been com- 
municated by him, reſpectipg the Quantity of Flour, 


and of Bread, produced from different Sarts of 
Wheat ; and he acquainted the Committee, That 


the Experiments had been made by his Direction, 
and under his on Inſpection; and that the Ac- 
counts were right: Thefe Experiments and Accounts. 
are alſo annexed to this Report (I). 

One of the Members of this Committee laid be- 
fore your Committee a Narrative of the Proceedings 
reſpecting the carrying the Bread-Act of laſt Seſſions 
into Execution in the, County of Devon, and in the 
City of Exeter; alto of fundry Experiments made at 
that Time by himſelf, with. Two other Juſtices, and 
others, reſpecting the making of Flour, and Bread, 
as more particularly relating: to the Operation of the 

Proviſions 
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. Proviſions of the Taid AR, with his Obfervations 


thereupon, which we have, for the farther and fuller 
Infortnation of the Houſe, anne xed to tl. ORE ” 
and to which we beg Leave to refer. 

Doctor Charles Irwin having been defired to a 
\yſe Flour and Bread taken from different Parts p? 
Londin, in order to aſcertain, as far as the ſame 
could be done, whether there were any Adulterations 
of the Flour, or any undue Mixtures, to be found 
in the common Bread of London, and what ſuch 
were; as alſo what 1 were the defects, as to him, from 
the Inſtitution of his Experiments, ſhould appear; 
he attended Your Committee, and delivered in an 
Account of the Procefs of ſuch Experiments as be 
bad made, and his Reaſoning thereupon. As it ap- 
pears to Your Committee, that it is of Conſequence 
to the Public, riot only that they ſhould be appriſcd 
of any Defe&ts which may appear, but alſo that an 
Prejudices as to the Exiſtence 6f ſuppoſed Frauds, ! 
ſuch on Experiments ſſhould be found not to exiſt, 
ſhould be removed, we have annexed this the Doc» 
tor's Account (L), and beg Leave to refer to it on 
this Hea 

Fi adlly, Your Committee came to the following 

Refolations ; vis. 


Reſolbed, 

That it appears to this Committee, That until % 
Starute, intituled, Aiſa Panis & Cervijie,” made 
in > the Fifry-firſ Year of the Reign of Henry th: 

T 3 Third, 
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f 


Third, was repealed, by an Act, intituled, An 
Act to regulate the Price and Aſſize of Bread,” 

| paſſed in the Eighth Year of the Reign of Queen 
Anne, the Charge of the Grinding and Dreſſing the 
Corn into Meal and Flour was included in the Aſ- 
fize which was ſet upon Bread from the Price of 
Wheat. ; 

Reſelved, 

That it appears to this Committee, That the ſet- 
ting any Aſſize on Bread, and the fixing a Rate upon 
the Labour, Pains, Livelihood, and Profit, of the 
Baker, ſo long as the Miller or Mealman is at Li- 
berty to make what Sorts of Flour he ſhall pleaſe, 
and to affix thereunto what Prices he ſhall in like 
Manner pleaſe, for his Labour, Pains, Livelihood, 
and Profit, is either impracticable, or muſt be in- 
jurious to the Baker, or a great Burthen to the poor 
Labourer, Mechanic, and Manufacturer. | 


Reſolved, 

That it appears to this Committee, That the Evils 
ariſing from there being no Reſtraint, either with 
reſpect to the Sorts of Flour that are. made, or to 
the Prices at which they are ſold, may be remedied 
by ſetting ſuch an Aſſize upon Flour as ſhall be found 
juſt and reaſonable, with reſpe& to the Average 
Market-Price of Wheat. 


© " Reſolved, 


"ved, 
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Rubel 1 
That it appears to this Committee, That the 
Whole Flour of Wheat 1s in general, as it hath al- 


gays proved to be, in Weight nearly Three-Fourth 
Parts of the Weight of the middling Grain. 


R. ſelved, 

That it appears to this Committee, That, accord - 
ing to the ancient Cuſtom of tlie Land, every Twen- 
tieth Grain, or Five per Centum of the Weight of the 
Wheat, is full and ſufficient Toll for the Miller's 
Labour, Pains, Livelihood, and Profit. 


| Reſolved, 

That it appears to this Committee, That every 
Miller, if the Law does not at preſent oblige him ſo 
to do, ſhould, under certain Reſtrictions, be obliged 
to grind and dreſs all ſuch Wheat as ſhall be brought 
to his Mill by any Perſon requiring the ſame. 


Reſolved, 

That it appears to this Committee, "That Forty- 
two Pounds Avoirdupois of the Whole Flour, when 
fold at the Mill, is equal in Value to the middling 
Price of a Wincheſter Buſhel of middling Wheat at 
the ſame Time, 


Reſolved, 
That it appears to this Committee, 'That the Ma- 
dictrate, Magiſtrates, and others, who is and are by 
27 the 
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the Laws now in being authorized and impowered te 
ſet the Aſſize and fix the Price on Bread; ſhould be 
authorized and impowered i in like Manner to ſot the 
e e of Iu et a os 
4 Front 

Reſelved, al | +19) 
That jt appears to this . That te the 
Magiſtrates, who are by the Laws now in being : au- 
thorized ſo to do, ſhall have prohibited any Bread 
purporting to be of a ſuperior Quality, or ſold at an 
higher Price than the Standard Wheaten Bread, from 
being made for Sale, they be impowered in "like 
Manner to prohibit, if they think proper, any Flour 
purporting to be of a ſuperior Quality, and fold at 
an higher Price than the Whole Flour of Wheat, 
* being made for Sale, or ſold, except for the 
Purpoſes of making ſuch ſmall Bread as may: then be 
allowed (by Licence under the Hand and Seal of ſuch 


— ww: 6 or for the Purpoſes of Paſtry and Con- 
fe@tionary, 


Reſolved, 
That i it appears to this Committee, That the ſaid 
Magiſtrates ſhall, in order to enforce the egula- 
tions made reſp ecting the Standard Wheaten Bread, 


be empowered to order, if they think proper, that 


no Miller or Mealman ſhall uſe, during "the Conti- 
nuance of ſuch their Order, any Bolting-Cloth finer 
than herein deſcribed; that is to ſay, A Cloth Six 
Feet in Leng , and Six Feet Seven. Inches in 

yr! 6 |; dt 3 = Bread dth 
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Breadth at the Head, and Six Feet hroad at the 


Tail, compoſed of Woollen Yarn, and weighing 


One Pound when new, having Thirty-two Threads 


to the Inch in the Warp, and Twenty-eight 
Threads to an Inch in the Shoot, and what is at pre- 
ſent known and commonly called a Thirteen-Shil - 


ling Cloth; nor any finer Wire Sieve, or Machine, 


than that which conſiſts of Forty-two Wires to an 
Inch both Ways, and the Weight of Six Inches 


ſquare of which is One Ounce and One Dram. 
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A. 


Victualing Office, zoth May, 1774. 
SIR, 


IN your Letter of the 8th of March laſt, 
you were pleaſed to tranſmit us a Letter from Mr. 
Cooper, one of the Secretaries of the I reaſury, to the 
Right honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of the 
Admiralty, incloſing a Memorandum from Gover- 
nor Pownal, requeſting that ſome Experiments 
might be made at this Office relating to the Dreſſ- 


ing of Meal, and fignifying the Defire of the 


Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of His 
Majeſty's Treaſury, that Experiments might be 
made accordingly : And the Directions of the Right 
honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of the Ad- 
miralty having been fignified to us, by your ſaid 


Letter, to cauſe Experiments to be made agree- 


able 


a> m7 at ma 
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able. to the Gorernge' Requeſt, and to report to 
their Lordfhips the Reſult thereof ; 

We pray leave to acquaint you, for the Informs- 
tion of their Lordſhips, that the Governor's Re- 
queſt conſiſts of the following Heads ; viz. 

1ſt, To aſcertain, when the Whole Meal of 

Wheat is intended to be ſo dreſſed as that the Whole 
Flour may be ſeparated from the Bran, or Hull, by 
whatever names they may be called, what that Bolt- 
ing-Cloth is, which will beſt and neareſt perform 
that Operation. 
_ 2dly, To aſcertain, when the ſaid Whole Flour 
of the Wheat is intended to be ſo divided as that 
One Half only, containing the fineſt Parts, may be 
ſeparated, leaving behind the other Half, containing 
the coarſer Parts, what Bolting Cloth will beſt and 
neareſt perform that Operation. 

: 3dly, That Two Wire Machines mals be ordered 
to be made, 'which would perform the ſaid Opera- 
tions. 

_4thly, That, in aſcertaining the Bolting-Cloths, 
the Weight of them be marked, when new, either by 
the Yard ſquare, or the Price of given Dimenſions, 


and what Number of Threads are contained in an 


Inch ſquare, both in Warp and Shoot. 

tb, That the Wire, of which the Bolting-Ma- 
chines ſhall be made, be deſcribed, and how many 
Wires there are both Ways, in an Inch ſquare, as 


1&4  *1 


6&hly, 
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Gibhy, That, in making the Tail Experitttents of fe- 
parating the Whole Flbur from the Hull, "the En- 
quiry be inftituted on Wheats of all Weights Tepa- 
rately, both of new and 61d Whats, and upon fuch 
a Mixture jointly as might form an Average for 
the Whole, marking the Weight of the Wheat, 
the Watte in grinding and dreſſing, and the Wenn 
of the Whole Flour; and the Weight of the "Brat 
and the Hull, and the Weight of the Whole Four, 
from a Bofſhel of Wheat of all the Sorts ſeparately, 
and of the Whole jointly. | 

In order to comply therewith, we ordered Seven 


Parcels, of Five Quarters of Wheat each, of the 


Growth of the laſt Year, and of the following 
Weights, to be bought, vx. | 
Pounds, 
Five Quarters of 52 per Buſhel, 
Five Quarters of 53 per Ditto. 
Five Quarters of 55 per Ditto, 
Five Quarters of 57 per Ditto. 
Five Quarters of 59 per Ditto. 
Five Quarters of 61 per Ditto. 
Five Quarters of 62 per Ditts, 


In Purſuance of which, our Officers purchaſed 
Seren Parcels of Wheat, of Five Quarters each, of 


the Growth of the laſt Year, as near the * 


Weights : as they could meet with, viz. . ue 


Pounds oz. dr. 
Five Quarters of 51 14 92 2. f Md. 


. Five Quarters of 53 3 0 — per Ditto. 


Five 


ſed 
0 
YI, 
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ite date ef 55... 0, 6.24 fer Dina. 
Fixe Quarters of 36 15,12 43 fer Ditto. . 
Five Quarters of 59 0 8 — per Ditto. 

Five Quarters of 60 10 4 34 per Ditto. 

Fjve Quartery of 61. 9 144 pen Ditto. 

And che Account (No.. 1), eneloſed, ſhews the 
Waſte in grinding of each Parcel; alſo the Meight 
of the Flour of the Whole Wheat produced there- 
from, dreſſed through a Thirteen-Shilling Bolting - 
Cloth; alſo of the Bran, and how much the ſaiĩd 
Four turns out from a Buſhel of Wheat from, each 


Parcel alſo the Weight. of Bran from Ditto; and 


ham much the ſaid Flour and Bran comes out from / 
2 Buſhel of Wheat, upon an Average of the Seven 
Parcels. And we are to obſerve, that there doth 
not appear. to us to be any Bolting-Cloth that will, 
at One Dreſſing, clear the Btan and Pollard ſo tho- 
roughly from the Flour, but what ſome very ſmall 
Portion of the fineſt Part of the Pollard will remain 
therein, unleſs the Balting- Cloth be ſo fine as to give. 
Room for a great deal of the Flour to paſs off with 
the Bran. But we. apprehend that a Thirteen-Shil- 
ling Cloth, will, at One, Dreſſing, clear the- Meal 
from the Bran and Pollard ſo nearly as to produce 
what. may be very well deemed: the Whale Flour of 
the Wheat, or Standard Wheaten Flou. 
Governor Pownal having, ſince his Memorandum 
before montioned, fignified his Defire that Experi- 
ments on. Three, or. Four Parcels of ſuch Wheat as . 
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is moſt common in Market for Bread, might be 
made through E Fourteen - Shilling Cloth; we made 
Enquiry rc um Sorts and ordered our 
Officers to vaſe” ne e e 
1 Wen 8 
Five nm of Wheat of 58 per Boſbel. 
Five Quarters of Ditto of 59 per Dittd: 5: - 
Five Quarters of Ditto of 60 per Ditto 
Five Quarters of Ditto of 6 per Ditto. 
and to cauſe Half the Meal that ſnould be produced 
therefrom to be dreſſed thraugh a Fourteen-Shilling 
Cloth, and the other Half through a Thirteen- Shil- 
ling Cloth. In Purſuance of which they puretiafed 
tue following Parcels, being as near the Weighu 


directed as could be met with, viz. Fan: 


22 | Pounds oz. dr. 


8 Five Quarizrs-of 50 1 9 2 ++ per Bulhel. 7010 
Fire Quarters of 58 15 14 18 per Ditto 


Five Quarters of 39 13 9 44 per Ditto. 

Five Quarters of 66 O O per Ditto. 
And having dreſſed Half the Meal ariſing there- 
from through a Fourteen-Shilling Cloth, and the 


other Half through a Thirteen-Shilling Cloth, the 


Accbunt encloſed (No. a.) ſhews the Weight of 
Flout and Bran produced at One Dreſſing through a 
Fourteen-Shilling-Cloth ; and the Account (No. 3.) 
the Weight of Flour and Bran produced at One 
Dreſſing through the Thirteen Shilling Cloth: So 
that, by comparing. thoſe Accounts, the different 


Produce, ariling from dreſſing with the ſaid Cloths, 


wall appear in the cleareſt Manner. 
And, 


ide 
Jur 


APPENDIN(\ 295" 


_ Ang, with reſpect to the Deſcription of the ſaid 
Cloths, they are each of them Six Feet in Length, 


and Six Feet Seven Inches in Breadth at the Head, 
and Six Feet broad at the Tail, and are compoſed of 
Woollen Yarn, and weigh One Pound each when new. 
And the Thixteen-Shilling Cloth conſiſts of Thirty= 
two Threads to an Inch in the Warp, and of 
Twenty-eight to an Inch in the Shoot. And the 
Fourteen - Shilling Cloth conſiſts of Forty Threads to- 
an Inch in the = von . to * Inch * 
Shoot. 

And, with regard to that. Part of he Cm 8 


Memorandum which deſires that it may be aſcer- 


tained what Sort of Bolting- Cloth will, at One Ope- 
tation, ſeparate the fineſt Half of the Flour from the 
coarſer; Half, we beg Leave to obferve, that ve do 


not believe, from the Trials which have been made, + 


that any/One Sort of Bolting-Cloth will perform that” 
Operation: But we have Room to think that the End 
may be obtained by dreſfing through Two different 
Cloths; and our Officers ate under Orders to try how - 
far this may ſucceed, and we ſhall very ſhortly make 
Report thereof to their Lordſhips. ; 
We beſpoke, and have very lately received, Too 
Wire Machines, for drefling of Flour, from the Pa- 
tentee.at Mancheſter ; One of which is intended to. 
try whether the Whole Flour of the Wheat can be 
ſeparated at One Operation ; and the other to aſcer- 
tain, whether, at One Operation, the finer Half of 
the Flour can be ſeparatcd from the coarſer Half; 
N and 


( 
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and w hate ordered them to „ e 
His Majeſty's Mills; and Tria tö be made hõw/ they 
Will anſwer; which we that nene Ra Ae 
Aips as ſoom a&peffible;- | 5 
We beg Leave; laſtly; to obſerve; Ther Govbtnor 
Potonaii, im his Memorandum; defied that thè Ex- 
mentioned therein © might be made both 
ſrom new and old Wheats: butidwve were tnfotitied, 
upon Enquiry, that there uus then very little] if 
any; Difference between the Wheuts of the Growth 


of the laſt Year and thoſe which were older, and that it 


would'be very difficult to meet with the latter of the 


different Weights that werd judged expedient to be 
mate/Tyia! of. we thought it the moſt certain Way 
to make Uſe of the Wheats of the Growth of the laſt 


Year-for the ſeveral Experiments; and gave Direc- 


tions therein © aceordingly'; but, if the Governor 
ſnould think it material to have any older Wheats 


made Trial of, we ſfiallh endeavour to procure fuck- as 
he may point out for that Purpoſe. We hefewith 
return Mr. Cooper's. Letter, and Governor Powiul's 


Memorandum "which accompanied the ſafrie ; and 


are, 
25 SIR, n 

Your moſt humble Servyants, 

Fas. Wallace. Robt. Pett. Jonas Hamway. 7 bes, Colby. 
A. Chor ley. x a - 
Philip Stevens, Eſquire, 48 273 5 
Becretary of the Admiralty, _ e e 
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B. 


Copy of a Letter from the Commiſſioners for 
victualing His Majeſty's Navy, to Philip 
Stephens, Eſquire, Secretary of the Admi- 
ralty, dated ioth June, 1774. | 


IN our Letter of the 3oth of laſt Month, 
we acquainted you, for the Information of the Right 
honourable the 'Lords Commiſſioners of the Admi- 
ralty, that we did not believe, from the Trials which 
had been then made, that any One Sort of Bolting- 
Cloth would, at One Operation, ſeparate the fineſt 
Half of the Flour from the coarſer Half ; but that 
we had room to think the End might be obtained 
by dreſſing through Two different Cloths. And, 
from the Trials that have been made ſince, it ap- 
pears, that a Thirteen-Shilling Cloth and a Twenty- 
one Shilling Cloth, by being made Uſe. of in the 
Manner deſcribed in the incloſed Account (No. 1) 
will come as near the Matter as can be reaſonably 
expected, 

We farther acquainted you, that we had received 
Two Wire Bolting-Machines from Mancheſter, for 
dreſſing of Flour; One of them calculated to take 
out the Whole Flour of the Wheat at one Opera- 
tion; and the other for ſeparating, at One Opera- 


tion, the finer Half of the Flour from the coarſer 
5 | Halt; 


SS D 2 
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Half: And, Trial having been ſince made of the ſaid 
Machines, it appears by the encloſed Account 
(No. 2) that the Machine which was marked (A), 
and calculated to ſeparate the Whole Flour of the 
Wheat at One Operation, produces Flour, in Quan- 
tity and Quality as nearly equal as can be reaſonably 
expected, to the Flour dreſſed through a Thirteen- 
Shilting Cloth; and therefore we apprehend will an- 
ſwer the Purpoſe intended. The Deſcription of the 
Wire Work of this Machine is upon the ſaid Ac- 
count, (No. 2). 

But, with reſpect to the other Machine, which 
was deſigned to ſeparate, at One Operation, the 
finer Half of the Flour from the coarſer Half, we 
find upon Tyial that it will not anſwer that End 
wien undergoing ſome Alteration. 


An ACCOUNT, 
on dreſſing of 
finer Half for 


APPENDIX» 


No. 1. 


henics what Boking-Cloths will, 
Flour, divide the ſame into the 
Wheaten Bread, and the coarſer 


Half for Houſehold nd fo far as . 


ante have been made, vix. 


th 


2 


ONE — 


* 


— om—_ 


Flour fries 5 cue 
ters of Wheat, weigh- 


2 — 


Flour. 1066 Pounds 8 Ounces, which 
was dreſſed through a 13-Shilling Cloth, 
being dreſſed again through a 21-Shilling 
Cloth, with a Partition pfaced in the Bolt- 
ing-Mill, at 3 Feet 4 Inches on a Medium 
from the Head of the ſaid Mill, 28224 


ing 59 Pounds 12 


. Arete ehrongh, 8 | 2 
reſſed. through n the Upper er 
ar 13-Shilling Cloth, . Diviſion. 12 'Divikoa, . 
amounted to Bs 2 a 
Fineſt Flour Coarſer Flour. 
Pounds, | oz. | dr. Pounds. | oz. | dr. || Pounds. | cz. | dr. 
1956 | 8 | —|| 959 |—|—| 992 | —|— 


— 


N. B. The above Dreſſings divide the whole Flour 
of the Wheat, Half into the finer Sort, and Half 


into the coarſer 


Sort, within 33 Pounds, out of 


1,956 Pounds 8 Ounces, 


No. 2. 


KEN DIX. 
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Copy of a Letter from the Commiſſioners for vic- 
tualing His Majeſty's Navy to; Philip Stephens, 
Eſquire, Secretary of the Admiralty, dated 11th 
June, 1774. 


IN addition to our Letter of Yeſterday's Date, re- 
lating to the Experiments of dreſſing of Flour, we 
piay Lave to acquaint you, for the Information of 
the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of 
the Admiralty, that a Twenty-one Shilling Bolting- 
Cloth is Six Feet in Length, and Six Feet Seven 
Inches in Breadth at the Head, and Six Feet broad 
at the Tail; and is compoſed of Woollen Tarn; 
and weighs One Pound when new; and conſiſts of 
Sixty-four Threads to an Inch in the Warp, and of 
Fifty-two 'Threads to an Inch in the Shoot. 


r . Ta FC re ng 


tf W{ ft by 


n 1 


. = 


5 


of 
＋ 


5 


— 


The Average Price of Wheat at the Corn Exchange, 


per Quarter, with the Price of Hour. 


1759. 


d. 

FROM Sept. 3 to Sept. 10 14 per Qr. 
New Wheaten .Flour ſold for o ter Sack 
ld Do. — o | 
From Sept. 10 to Sept. 17 — o per Qr. 
Wheaten Flour ſold for — o per Sack 
From Sept. 17 to Sept. 24 — 4+ per Qr 
Wheaten Flour ſold ſor — 


From Sept. 24 to Of. 1 — 
Wheaten Flour ſold for — 
From Oc. 1 to OF. 8 — 

Wheaten Flour fold for — 


From O,. 8 to Oct. 1 — 
Wheaten Flour fold for — 


by Wd by bY toy bl og Os bj Of MH - m- 


* οο οο ‚ Q . 2 
O 
2 
5 
* 


1760. 
From March 3 to 10 — — 
Wheaten Flour fold for — — 


2 

1 6 
From March 10 to 17 — — 1 7 14 per Qr. 
Wheaten Flour ſold for — 1 4 


_ — — — — — 
—̃ —ñ—6— . — — I 


— —— 
- * 
IT 


D 
=: * - 


= Rm 4 * 
8 
— 
2 


3x 
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1760. 4. 
From March 17 to 24 — — 1 6 83 per Ar. 
Wheaten Flour fold for — 1 4 © per Sack 
From March 24 to 31 — — 1 7 31 per Qr. 
Wheaten Flour — — — 1 6 © per Sack 
From March 31 to April; — 1 8 rþper Or. 
Wheaten Flour — — — 1 6 © per Sack 
From Set. 1 to Sept, 8 — 1 9 114 per Qr.; 
Wheaten Flour fold for — 1 6 o per Sack 
From Sept. 8 to 15 — — o per Ar. 
Wheaten Flour ſold for; — o per Sack 


From Sept. 15 to 22 > vc 
Wheaten Flour — — — 


From Sept. 22 to 290 — — 
Wheaten Flour — — — 


From Sept. 29 to Od. 6 — 
Wheaten Flour — — — 


From Oct. 6 tu 12 — — 


WWA W by M „ „ oy „ „ „% 
a © 00 A2 
K . 


Wheaten Flour — — — o per Sack 

1761. | 
From March 2 to March g — 1 4 © per Qr.. 
Wh. Flour ſold for C. 1 2 o and 1 3 © per Sack 
From March g to 16 — 1 3 ol er Qr. 
Wheaten Flour — — 1 1 0 per Sack | 
From March 16 to 23 — 1 2 64 per Qr,,. | 
Wheaten Flour — — 1 1 © per Sack 
From March 23 to 30 — 1 2 24 per Qr. 
Wheaten Flour — — 1 1 © fer Sack 


APPENDIE., 


1761. 


Lo . 
| From March 30 to April 6 — 1 2 
: Wheaten Flour  — — 1 1 
From Sept. 1 to Sept, 7 — 1 2 
. Wheaten Flour — — JF 1 
From Sept. 7 to 14 — — 1 2 
8 Wheaten Flour — — 1 1 
| From Sept. 14 to 21 — — 1 3 
0 Wheaten Flour — — 11 
From Sept. 21 to 28 — — 1 3 
0 Wheaten Flour— — 1 1 
5 From Sept. 28 to Of, 5 — 1 2 
5 Wheaten Flour — — 1 3 
; From O#. 5 to 12 — — 1 3 
g Wheaten Flour — =— 1 1 
8 15762. 
p From March 1 to March 8 — 7 
a Wheaten out '— © —- 4 


Wheaten Flour — 


I 

I 
From March 8 to 15 — — 111 

I 

From March 15 to22 — 1 

I 


Wheaten Flour — — 8 
1 From March 22 to 29 — 112 
| Wheaten Flour /. 1 7 o and 18 
y From March 29 to April — 1 12 
k Wheaten Flour — — 1 8 


* - - 


| —— — _ 


» 
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. F of 


J. 


d dy 


From Auguſt 30 to Sept. 6 — 111 © ber Qr. 1 


Wheaten Flour — — 1 


From Sept. 6 to 112 — — 1 
Wheaten Flour C. 1 6 o and 1 


From Sept. 13 to 20 — — 1 
Wheaten Flour | — — 1 


From Sept. 20 to'27 -— — 1 
Wheaten Flour  — =— 1 
From Sept 27 to Oct. 4 — 1 
Wheaten Flour — — 1 
From O83. 4 to 11 — — 
Wheaten Flour  —. —. 1 


— 


. 


From February 28 to March 7 1 ) 11] 
_ - Wheaten Flour | — I 


From March 7 to 14 - — I 
Wheaten Flour (. 1 8 o and 1 
From Marcb 14 to 21 — 1 
Wheaten Flour L. 1 7 o and 1 


From Mareb 21 to 283 — 1 
Wbeaten Flour J. 1 6 oO and 1 
From Murch 28 to April 4 I 
Wheaten Flour — I 
From Auguſt 29 to Sept. 5 I 
Wheaten Flour — 2 


- - - 


o per 


EE * 0 
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0904.» | 
From bore. gto12 — _, . 
Wheaten Flour L. I 
From Sept. 12 to 19 — 1 
Wheaten Flour — I 
From Sept. 19 to 26 — 1 
Wheaten Flour— 1 


From Sept. 26 to OF. 3 I 
Wheaten Flour {.1 8 o and 1 
From Oct. 3 to 10 — I 


Wheaten Flour £.1 g O and r 


1764. | 
From Feb. 27 to March 5 I 
Wheaten Flour {.1 9 oand1 
From March 5 to 12 — 1 
Wheaten Flour C. 1 12 o and 1 


From March 12 to Ig — 1 
Wheaten Flour C. 1 13 o and 1 


From March 19 to 26 — 1 
Wheaten Flour C. 1 13 o and 1 


From March 26 to April 2 I 


Wheaten Flour . 1 14 oand1 
From Sept. 3 to 10 — 1 
Wheaten Flour — 1 
From Sept. 10 to 17 I 
Wheaten Flour _ I 
Fram Sept. 17 to 24 I 
Wheaten Flour — I 


s 


9 
14 
9 
14 
9 


8 


14 
11 
17 
14 
18 
15 
17 
15 


15 
8 o and 1 9 
15 


d 


909 


21 per Or. 
o per Sack. 


41 per Qr. 
o per Sack 
84 per Qr. 
o per Sack 
41 per Qr. 
o per Sack 
11 per Qr. 
o per Sack 
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1764. { 
From Sept. 24 to OF. 1 I | | 
Wheaten Flour —  — 1 13 © per Sack 
From O#. 1 to 8 — I 
 Wheaten Flour C. 1 13 o and 1 
From Oct. 8 to 15 — I 
Wheaten Flour — I 


165. 

From March 4 to iz — 2 5 od per Ar. 
Wheaten Flour — 2 0 oO per Sack 

From March 11 to 18 — 2 3 113 per Qr. 

Flour _ — 2 0 o per Sack 

From March 18 to 25 — 2 4 7 per Qr. | 
Flour — _ 2 © © per Sack | 
From March 25 to April 1 2 6 7 per Qr. 
Wheaten Flour — 2 1 © per Sack f 
From April 1 to 8 — 2 6 114 per Qr. 
Flour — — 2 1 o per Sack 1 
From Sept. 2 to 9 — 2 1 2 per Ar. 1 
Flour none ſold. ] 
From Sept. 9 to 16 — 1 17 3 fer Qr. 1 
Flour — — 1 16 © per Sack ] 
From Sept. 16 to 23 — I 17 114 per Ar. F 
Flour _ — 1 13 © per Sack b 
From Sept. 23 to 330 — 2 © 2 per Qr. F 
Flour none ſold. l F 


From Sept. 30 to Oct. 7 2 o 2 per Qr. 
Flour fold © : — — 1 16. © per Sack 


by 
; 
try ry 
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1768. 4. & it 
| Fri O&.'7 tothe-14 — 1 19 65 per Ar. 
Flour ſold — 1 16 © per Sack 
9 19966. + | 
; From March 3 to March 10 1 17 3 per Qr. 
: Flour © — — 1 11 © per Sack 
From March 10 to 17 — 16 94 per Qr. 


I 
Flour _ _ I 11 © per Sack 


From Mareh 17 to24 — 1 15 8+ per Ar. 
4 Flour — — 111 o per Sack 

From March 24 to 31 — 1714 2+ per Ar 
4 Flour — _ I 11 © per Sack 
| From March 31 to April 7 113 2 per Qr 
K Flour © — = i '9 o per Sack 
From Sept. 1 to Sept 8 2 5 94 per Qr. 
K Flour — = 1 18 o per Sack 
1 From Sept. 8 to Sept. 1 2 8 o per Qr 
k Flour — — 119 o per Sack 

From Sept. 15 to Sept. 22 2 7 54 per Qr. 

Flour — — 2 o o per Sack 
.\ From Sept. 22 to Sept. 29 2 2 2 per Qr. 
K Flour — _ 2 0 o per Sack 
6} From Sept. 29 to OF. 6 2 o 64 per Qr. 
K Flour — — 1 19 © per Sack 
5 From Oct. 6 to Od. 12 — 2 2 10 per Qr, 
I Flour * — 119 0 per Sack 


. 1767. | 1 
ck From March 2 to Marchg 2 7 2 per Ar. 
m Flow — L£-250andas 6 o per Sack 


—_ ATPENDIZA 


1767. 

From March 9 to March 16 
Flour — „.2 5 o and 
From March 16 to March 2 3 
Flour — — 
From March 23 to 3 30 
Flour =o — — 
From March 30 to April 6 
Flour — — 
From Auguft 31 to Sept. 7 
Flour — — 
From Sept. 7 to Sept. 14 
Flour — — 
From Sept. 14 to Sept. 21 
Flour — — 
From Sept. 21 to Sept. 28 
Flour — ,* £.2 2 o and 
From Sept. 28 to Grm. 
Flour — — 
From OA. 5 to Of, 12 — 
Flour - — £-2 4 © aud 

1768. | 
From February 29 to March 7 
Flour — — 
From March 7 to March 14 
Flour" — — 
From March 14 to March 21 
r 


AD 11 


1201 


e 


10 ot per Qr. 


6 o per Sack 


8 97 per Qr. 
6 © per Sack 
8 From 
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1768. ">. 
From March 21 to March 28 
_ - ” 
From March. 28 to April 4 
From Auguſt 29 to Sept. 5 
Wheaten Flour _ 
DIY 7 to Sept. 9 

— - {22o0and2 
= 92 ml N 
Flour — . 2 1 o and 2 
From September g to 12 — 2 


» W O U 


Wheaten Flour C. 2 2 o and a 


From Sept. 12 to 14 _ 2 
Flour — £ 2 2 o and 2 
From, .Sept. 14 to 16 7 
Flour — £.2 2 © and 2 
From 2 Sept. 16 to 19 — 2 
Flour : — — — 2 
From Sept. 19 to 24 — 3a 
Flour — — — 2 
From Sept. 23 to 26 — 2 
Flour © — — 2 
From Sept. 26 to 28 _ 2 


Wheaten Flour none ſold. 


From Sept. 28 to 1 
Flour — _ I 
X 


wy 


o 0» D S © wu =» / ? 
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1768. \ 
From Sept. O — 
Flour | 
From Q&. 350 3 2 
Fleurs — L. 1 16 © 3 
From O&. 5 to 7 — 
D 88 
From Oct. 7 to 10 — 
Flour * 0 
From Oct. 10 ta 12 — 
Flour, — 
From OA. 12 to 14 wy 
Flour, none ſold. 


1769. 
—— March 1 to March 6 
— March 6 to * — 
Flour  — — 
From March 8 to March 1 3 
Flour — — 
From March 13 to March 15 
Flour — — | 
From March 15 to March 20 
Flour — — 
From March 20 to March 22 


Flour — — 


— 


„eee mw eee e 


. 


8B in. oe” > 


APPENDILX, 


1769. 
From March 22 ta March 27 
Flour: — — 
From March 29 to April 3 
From April 3 to April 5 
Flour — — 
From April 5 to April 10 — 
Flour — — 
From September 1 to Sept. 5 
Flour » — 
From September 5 to Sept. 6 
Flour — — 
From September 6 to Sept. 11 
Flour — — 
From September 11 to Sept. 13 
Flour — . 1 10 © and 
From September 13 to Sept. 18 
Flour _ _ 
From September 18 to Sept. 20 
Flour — — 
From September 20 to Sept. 25 
—_— 
From Sept. 25 to2y — 
From Sept. 27 to Od. 2 
Flour — — 
X 2 
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1769. 
F rom 08. 2 to 4 | — 
Flour "ws | — 
From Oct. 4 to 9 — 
Flour — — 
From Oct. 9 to 11 — 
Flour — — 
From OA. 11 to 128 — 
Flour — — 

1770. 

From March 2 to 5 — 
Flour — oo 
From March 5 toy — 
Flour | — _ 
From March 7 to 12 — 
Flour ____” — 
From March 12 to 14 — 
Flour — ” 
From March 14 toig — 
Flour = — 
From March 19 to 21 — 
Flour | — _ 
From March 21 to 26 — 
Flour * 
From March 26 to 28 — 
Flour hoy _ 
From March 28 to April 2 
— 7 * 


1 
] 
1 
1 
1 


* 


WP 
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1770. C. . 4 
From April a to 4 — 1 13 of per Or. 
Flour — — 1 8 o per Sack 
From April 4 to 6 — 1 12 4 per Qr. 
Flour — — 1 8 0 per Sack 
From Sept. 3 to 5 — 2 1 41 per Ar. 
Flour — —— 1 16 o per Sack 
From Sept 5 to 10 — 1 19 6} per Qr. 
Flour — — 1 16 o fer Sack 
From Sept. 10 to 12 — 2 2 5 per Qr: 
Flour — — 1 16 o per Sack 
From Sept. 12 to 9 1 18 14+ per Gr. 
Flour — — 1 16 o per Sack 
From Sept. 17 to 19 — 2 2 11 per Qr. 
Flour 9 «4 — 116 © per Sack 
From Sept: 29 to 24 — 2 2 51 per Qr 
Flour — — I 16 o per Sac 
From Sept. 24 to 25 — 2 4 0 fer Qr 
Flour _ _ 1 16 0 per Sack 
From Sept. 26 to OF. 1 2 4 7 per ar 
Flour — — 1 16 o per Sack 
From O#, 1 to 3 — 2 4 114 per Qr, 
Flour £:1 16 o and 117 © per Sack 
From OF. 3 t 8 — 2 4 64 per Qr. 
Flour {:1 16 oandi 17 o per Sack 
From OF. 8 to 10 _ 2 3 8 per Qr. 
Flour £41 16 o and 117 o per Sack 
9 From 
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1770. 
From Oct. 10 to 15 — 
Flour — — 

1771. ä 
From March 1 to March 4 
Flour — — 
From March 4 to 6 — 
Flour _ — 
From March 6 to March 11 
Flour — — 
From March 11 to March 13 
Flour — — 
From March 13 to March 18 
Flour — — 
From March 18 to March 20 
From March 20 to March 25 
Flour — — 
From March 25 to March 27 
Flour |: = — 
From March 27 to April 1. 
Flour — — 
From April 1 to April 3 


Flour — — 
From April 3 to April 8 
Flour — — 


* yy Nc EE 7 


F 
F 
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1771. Le 8. 
From er 985 
— — 118 
. 2 2 
Flour — — 1 18 
1 2 
Flour — — 1 18 
Feen Supe 11 to Sept. 16 2 6 
Flour — F. 1 18 o and 1 19 
From Sept. 16 to Sept. 18 2 3 
Flour — C. 1 19 o and 2 © 
From Sept. 18 to Sept. 23 2 4 
Flour — — 1 19 
From Sept. 43 to Sept. 25 2 4 
Flour — LC. 1 19 o and a2 © 
From Sept. 25 to Sept. 30 2 4 
Flour — L. 1 19 O and a © 
From Sept. 30 to Of. 2 2 4 
Flour— (/. I 19 o and 2 © 
From O. 2 to Oct. 7 — 2 2 
Flour — — 1 19 
From Oct. 7 to Oct. 9 — 2 3 
Flour — — 119 


From G#. g to Oct. 14 


— 4 2+ per Qr. 


Flour W 


1772. 
From March 2 to Marcb 4 2 6 
Flaur — _ 2, © 


X 4 


1 per an . 
O Per Sack. 
From 
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1772. 

From March 4 to March g 
Flour 
From March ꝙ to March 11 
Flour 
From March 11 to March 16 
Flour 
From March 16 to March 18 
Flour 
From March 18 to March 23 
Flour 
From March 23 to March 25 
Flour 
From March 25 to March 30 
Flour 


From March 30 to April 1 2 


APPENDIX. 


— —— 


— — 
— — 
— — 
— — 
—— 


Flour — L. 2 5 o and 2 
From April 1 to April 6 2 
Flour — :£-2 5 O and a 
From April 6 to April 8 2 
Flour — — 2 
From Sept. 2 to Sept. 7 — 2 
Flour t.. — — 2 
From Sept. 7 to Sept. 9 — 2 
Flou r — — 2 
From Sept. g to Sept. 14 — 2 
Flour | — — = 2 


£- 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
1 
7 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


£{:-2 3 o and 2 
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* 
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1772. £- 
From Sept. 14 to Sept. 16 — 2 
Flour: — - — — 2 
From Sept..16 to Sept. 21 — '2 
Flour - — 3 1 
From Sept. 21 to Sept. 23 — 2 
Flour  — . = — 2 
From Sept. 23 to Sept. 28 — 2 
Flour — — — 2 
From Sept. 28 to Sept. 30 — 2 
Flour —  — — 2 
From Sept. 30 to OGG. 5 — 2 
Flour — — — 2 
_— 6-6 8. 7 — 2 
— ER 
From Oct. 7 to Of. 12 — 2 
Flour _ — — 2 
From Oct. 12 to Of. 14 — 2 
Four: — — 2 

1773. 
From March 1 to March 3 - 2 
Flour — — — 2 
From March 3 to March 8 2 
Flour | — ' — .— 2 
From March 8 to March 10 2 
4 


10 2 per Qr. 


5 o per Sack. 


11 74 per Qr. 
5 © perSack. 


14 6 per Qr. 


3 o per Sack. 
10 31 per Qr. 
3 0 per Sack. 
12 54 per gr. 
3 o per Sack. 
From 
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1773. 


From March 10 to March 15 


Flouunrrr— — 
From March 15 to March 17 
Hour — 


From March 17 to March aa 


From Marth 22 to March 24 


Flour —, — — 
From March 24 to March 29 
Flour, — — — 
From March 29 to March 31 
Flour— — 
From March 31 to April 5 
Flour — — — 
From April 5 to April 7 — 
Flour — 8 
From Sept. 1 to Sept. 6 — 
Flour | — — — 


From Sept. 6 to Sept. 8 — 


Flour — — =— 


From eb. 9 13 — 


Flour . — — 
From Sept. 13 to * 15 
Flour | — — 


From Sept. 15 to Sept, 20 — 


ur — — — 


vs U „ 
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1773. 1 4. . 4 
From Sept. 20 to Sept. 22 2 13 104 fer Qr. 


Flo — — 42 8 0. perSack. 


From Sept. 22 to Sept. 27 214 57 per r. 
Flour — - — — 2 8 0 per Sack. 
From Sept. 27 to Sept. 29 2 12 17 px Qr. 
Flour _ m_ 17. I 8 o per Sack. 
From Sept. 29 to Odd. 4 — 42 9 114 per r. 
Flour - — (.2 7 o new, 2 8 oold, per S8. 
Fram Oct. 4 to 04.6 — 2 10 7+ per Qr. 
Flow * C. 2 7 © new, and 2 o old, per 8. 
From Oct. 6 to OW. 11  — 2 7 ＋ per Qr. 


From Oct. 11 to Of. 12 — 2 
Flour C. 2 6 o new, 2 7 o, and 2 


12 per Qr. 


8 
7 
Flour | £.2 7 © new, and 2 8 o old, per 8. 
9 
8 o old, per S. 
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& © No. r. 


— Nee of a Letter from Mr. Mitne of Menhe | 
| Manchefter, iſt January, 1774; | 


SIR, 


A Few Days ago ent Thee io you; vi 
2 Diviſions of fineſt . . 4. 
Wire Work, No. 60, at 15 per — 1 to 0 


2 Ditto — No. 38, at 15 per —. 1 10 o 
2 Ditto — No. 54, at 15 per — 1 0 © 
2 Ditto — No. 48, at 10 per — 1 0. oO 
2 Ditto — No. 42, at 7 per — 0 14,0 
2 Ditto — Neo. 35, at 7 fer — 0 14 0 
2 Ditto — No. 3o, at 5 fer — 0 10 0 
2 Ditto — No. 24, at 25. 6d. per © 5 © 
2 Ditto — No. 12, at 2s. 64. per © 5 © 

718 © 


A Diviſion is in Length juſt right to reach round 
a Machine, and Breadth ſufficient to reach between 
one Wood Circle and another; but we generally 
make the Wire Work 2 Diviſions broad. Our com- 
mon Flour-Machines (of which I think we make 
Twenty Times as many as any other Sort) are in- 
tended to dreſs Fine Flour, ads and 3ds, and divide 
the Pollard at One Operation: They are about 6 
Feet long, and have 15 Diviſions of Wire Work in 
them, which are of the following Sorts ; viz. 


4 of 


2. 
4. 
oO 
0 
0 
0 
© 
© 
0 
8 
M 
N 
0 
nd 
en 
ly 
m- 


ke 


Arx. 


4 of the Top Diviſions, are No. 54. 

4 next *' — _— No. 58, or 60. 
3Do. — — No,. 30, or 35. 
2 Do, for fine Pollard ' No. 24. | 
2 Ditto for coarſe Pollard No. 12. 


And theſe Machines for drefling Biſket Stuff are 
compoſed of Wire Work, as follows ; 


4 Diviſions at Top — No. 35. 
7 Ditto — — No. 42. 
4 Ditto — — No. 24. 


Tou have both of theſe Sorts of Machines in Uſe 
at your Mills at Redhouſe and Rotherhithe ; on which 
Account I thought it would be beſt to ſend you per- 
fect Diyifions as above; and, when you have tried 
the neceſſary Experiments with them, they will do 
to repair thoſe Machines with. You defire to know 
how many Wires there are in an Inch long and an 
Inch broad in every Sort of Wire Work : with re- 
gard to that, every Number deſcribes itſelf; for In- 
ſtance, ' No. 60 hath 60 Wires in an Inch, both 
Length and Breadth ; and ſo of all the reſt. 


H you want any farther Inſtructions, you may 
freely command, 
5 | SIR, 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 
| Inꝰ Mine, 
- Copy. | 


DS. Hes. Pelham. 


E. 
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E. No: 2. FJ 
Copy of a Letter from Mr. Mine, of Menchefer, to 


Mr. Pelham, of the Victualing-Office, dated the 
ad of February, 1774. 


SIR, 


Von Favour of the 25th lies before me, 
by which J obſerve you have received the Wire 
Work, Sc. You defire to know what No. of Wire 
Work is proper to take out of any given Quantity 
of Flour about Half of the fineſt Sort, for W heaten 
Bread, the other Half to make Houſehold Bread. L 
think 4 Diviſions (No. $4) at the Top of a Machine 
will take out, in a general way, about Half the 
Quantity of Flour for fine ; yet I think it would be 
well to have 2 Diviſions (No. 58) below theſe, be- 
cauſe ſome Meal dreſſes better than athers; and, 
when it has been ground Ten Days or a Fortnight, 
it dreſſes better than when it is newly ground; and, 
to dreſs the other Half of the Flour at the ſame 
Operation for Houſehold Bread, the Wire Work 
ſhould be No. 42; but, by Means of a movable 
Partition under the Machine (which I always recam- 
mend, ſee the Plan of the Machine), you may take 
Two of the firſt Diviſions, or three or Four, or what 
you pleaſe, and conſequently have exactly what 
Quantity or Quality you will, The greateſt Part of 

6: _ _ the 
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the Machines which I make for fine Flour, for all 
Parts of England, Ireland, c. are of No. 54 and 58; 
and No. 60 is quite fine enough for Hertſordſbire 
Whites. I think I mentioned before, that the Num- 
ber of Wires, 1 in Length and Breadth, are always 
equal to the Number called. If you pleaſe, I will 


make any Machines i in any particular Manner vou 


chooſe; and if you want any other Directions, in 
any Reſpect whatſoever, you may freely command, 


' SIR, 
Your moſt obedient 
humble Servant, 
I Milne. 
2 8: If you tet ME: Cer have the Wire Work, 
Sa -- 


Hen, Pelham, 


— 
Cad 


— — 
— — 
— 1 


— 
6 
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E No: g. FLY ng 

" Mancheſter, the 10 0 45 


The Honourable Commiſſioners 
Bought of Milne, Robinſon, and Plice, 


ot * 11> 


: L. 5. Ld 
2 Flour-Machines and Packing-Caſes, 26 26 0 0 


at C. 13 cach | —. 
Gentlemen, 


To your Order we have ſent as above, 
which believe will anſwer the Purpoſe you defire 
them.— The Machine you deſire, to dreſs at One 
Operation alt the Flour, free from Bran and Pol- 


lard, is made of One Sort of Wire Work (No. 42}; 
that is, there are 42 Wires in an Inch, and the 
Holes both in Length and Breadth are geargetrical | 


Squares; and the Weight, of Six Inches ſquare of 
this Wire Work is One Ounce and One Dram. 
The other Machine you defire, to dreſs Two Sorts 
of Flour, is compoſed of Wire Work as follows; 
viz. 6 Diviſions (No. 54) and 9 Diviſions (No. 42); 
the Weight of Six Inches ſquare of the fineſt (No. 54) 
is juſt. One Ounce, and the Holes are geometrical 
Squares; the other (No. 42) you have an Account 
of the Weight, Sc. above, it being the ſame Fine- 
neſs of Wire Work the other Machine is compoſed 
of. This laſt Machine will, we believe, dreſs One 


Half of the Flour fine, and clear the other from the 


| In 


1774. | 


© hs 


_—  ©Y 
zo £5 
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In order that you may diſtinguiſh one Machine 
from the other, that Machine which is compoſed 
of one Sort of Wire Work is marked (A), and the 


other (B). | * 
Hen, Pelham. 


F. 
ME MO RAN D UM. 


A Deſcription of the ſeveral Bolting-Cloths 
'moſt commonly uſed, from an Account of Mr. Nil- 
liam Mathers, Bolting-Cloth Weaver, at Queenbitbe, 
viz * 


21 3. Cloth 64 Threads to the Inch, in the Watp. 


2 52 Ditto Ditto, in the Shoot. 
1843. — 52 Ditto Ditto, in the Warp. 

Ditto Ditto, in the Shoot. 
164. — 4 Ditto Ditto, in the Warp. 
40 Ditto Ditto, in the Shoot. 
145, — 40 Ditto Ditto, in the Warp. 
£ 36 Ditto Ditto, in the Shoot. 
137. — 32 Ditto Ditto, in the Warp. 
sr Ditto, in the Shoot. 
84. — 17 Ditto Ditto, in the Warp. 

$4 16 Ditto Ditto, in the Shoot. 

Henry Pelham. 


* G. EX PE: 


W132 3.0-)+ 4 


'G. 


EXPERIMENTS on the Produce of Wheat in 
Flour, Bran, &c. 


; 1773. Nov. 25. 


Produced Meal — — 468 
Meal as above _ — 468 
Dreſſed through a, Thirteen- Shilling Cloth, 
produced, | 
| | our „ 
Waſte in Dreſing — 1 


This Flout therefore comes out at the Rate of 46 
lb. 12 oz. per Buſhel. f 


Buſhel a — * — — 924 
Produced Meal =_ — gogt 
Waſte in Grinding 9 — — 144 

Meal as above — _ — — _ gogt 
Dreſſed through a 'Thirteen-Shilling Cloth, 
produced 
| Flour — — 708 
Bran — — 196 
Waſte in Dreffing =— 54 


| 4 0%. per Buſhel. 


- Buſhel — 2 
Produced Meat — — 
Waſte in Grinding — — 
Meal as above — — 

8 1 


No Quarter of new Wheat, at 574 per 


This Flour comes out at the Rate of 44 lb. 


1 


1773, Nov. ag. 
One Quarter of new Wheat, at 60 lb. per 


333 e. 


Drefled through a Thircen-Shilling — 
— | | 5 
| r 23383. 
Nun P and Yes * 92 


— ot at 47 14.02, per Buſh. 


= 0 


* -1* . +. 0 9 , 5 22207 % 


ABSTRACT of Four Quarters of Wheat ground, | 
and then dreſſed through a Thirteen-Shilling Cloth. 


Ib. 

From One Quarter, of 59 Ib. per Buſhel 374k 
Two Quarters, of 574 lb. Ditto 708 

One Quarter, of 62 1b. Ditto | 333. | 

ö "14654 


Which is at the Rate of 45 lb. 1202. 13 dr. * 
Buſhel, 22 | 


ABSTRACT of the Bran produced from the abore 

Wheat. 3 

From One Quarter of Wheat at 59 1 5211 dd 

Buſhel! — — — 932 
To Quarters — — at 571 lbb. Do. 196 

One Quarter — — at 60 lb. Do. 92 


380 
Which 


11 
4 


" KebandIA 


buſhel, at an Average. 


* 
* 


be 


— he Make ue 1216. 11 on, rear. per 


The 14651 w. of Four produce ws u upon 


— dreſſed again together through, 
IN Prices of the Cloths. | 
Produced Houſcholds 1003z — 218. 
? Seconds 1445 = 16 
Thirds 70 — 16. 
Middlings 4212 — 13 
Pollard — 30 
I” aan 440“ 
©, Waſte in Drefling 6 
— — 14653 
wa 


The above Sorts of Flour taken all together, and 


including the Pollard, produce at the Rate of 45 Ib. 
9 08. 4 dr. per Buſhel of Wheat. 


And, without the Pollard, at the Rate of 44 lb. 
12 0·. 10 dr. per Buſhel. 


Wheat, One o ot 61 I, pr Buſhel 


- D— —— 


Sa —_—_ ——__—_ EI * +. — — — 2 —*& — — - , — 
232443 —ſ̊j SHH CCB Ww! ̃ ͤ M222 — er A 


SEES. 2 ce Oe + © „* 3 F 


a Which, being edge wrong + Force nue 

Cloth, produced, SOR: A tis 18 „(Lone 
Flour — 388 
We 700% Ie 937 1 o07 


* 
388 1b. of Homo come out avitho Rate of 481b. 

8 oz. from a Buſhel of Wheat. | 
N. B. Laſt Year's Wheat. | 
Pounds. 


Wheat, One Quarter, of 57 1b. per Buſhel 456 
Produced Meal — — — 4524 


Loſs in Grinding — _ > 
Pounds. 
Meal from the above Quarter of Wheat ; 4525 


Which, being dreffed through « Founes-Shillng 


Cloth, produced, 
Four — 3331 
8 | 
| 4503 
Loſs in Drefling, .. —B {, we. | 24 


3532 b. of Flour come out at the Rate of 44 Ib. 
3 0z. 8dr. from a Bufhel of Wheat. a 
N. B. Laſt Year's Wheat, 


FOI 
i 
* 
18 


8 FJ. 
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ABTRAGT, of the Gaipic of Pi proj 
from the Two Quarters af Wheat beſore- men- 
on, dreſſec | through a „Feen 


Las 


| 1 
8888 of Wheat, of 611b, per Buſhel. 388 
2 Ar. of Ditto, of 571b. per Ditto 35334 


- 


— 


r 74 
The above Flour comes out at the Nute of 46lb. 
50. from a Buſhel of Wheat. 
The Bran from the above Wheat was b 
| Pounds. 
From the Quarter of biw. . 932 
Alen 7952 


Total — 8 


Which is at the Rate ef 1b. 1402. of Bran from. 
a Buſhel of Wheat. 


356 Arrnbtr- 

The 5411 lb. of Nour; which were produced from- 
drefling chrougli a Forteen *ShillingiCloth, upon 
being dreſſed agaih, produced the following Particu- 


_ary VIZ. 
2501 Ib. Prices of Cloths, 


Hind) or fineft Font 5 1 10 "Rp 7. 2 


Seconds 76. 18 
Thirds =. LT. 16 
— — „ 14 
Pallardo - „ mo gu t e e 
T1227! ee: 
Loſs in Dreſing ik 767 
t VT . e of! 
2c 2 


„2 „ 


come out at b. 1508 gar. from a Buſhel of 
Wheat. 

And, 1 of Pollard, at mm - Jam bor 
from Ditto - 


16 
s „ 0 44 > 


The foregoing Account of Experiments 
of the Dreſſing of Flour was ſent by 
me to Governor Potonall, and is a 
true Copy of the Account which I 


have of thoſe Experiments. 
Hen, Pelham, 


8 H. OBSER- 
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£1 Ir would bs acedleſ er 
ts Bread is one of the moſt important Articles 
amongſt our Proviſions ; it being well known, that it 
conſtitutes a very conſiderable Aliment, even of the 
greateſt and moſt opulent People in this Kingdom, 
and that the poorer Sorts of our Fellow Subjects do, 


=» 


d,. ar all Times, "derive the greateſt part of their Sub- 
of fiſtenee from it. | 

Our Lawgivers were ſo well appriſed of this 44 
lr. from the moſt early Times, they took care to aſcer- 


tain and make known to the People, by Means of 
the Tables of Aſſize, the Quantity of Bread they had 
a a Right to expect from the Bakers, according to the 
governing Market-Prices of Wheat: And they alſo 
very humanely ordained, that Bread of different 
Prices ſhould be made from this Grain, in order 
that the Poor might be able to procure a ſufficient 
Quantity of it, for the Support of themſelves and 
their Families, at a leſs Price than the Rich. 
And whoever conſiders this Matter with Atten- 
| tion .muſt ſoon perceive, that there is nothing 
R- | which 
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which more nearly concerns the Generality of the 
People than to be ſo far acquainted with what con- 
cerns the Article of Bread as to be enabled to judge 
whether they are ſupplied therewith agreeable to the 
Directions of the Legiſlature. It is in this Perſua- 
Lon that I venture to ſlibmit to the Committee the 
following Facts, States, and Obſervations, as my In- 


formation, in the beſt Form in which I can lay it 
before them. As the Laws relating to it are but few, 


I ſhall go back to the Firſt Act for ſetting an Aſſize 
on Bread, that appears in the printed Collection of 
our Statutes, which was in the Fifty-firſt Year of 
. Henry the Third, and in the Year of our Lord 1366. 
By this Act many [Sorts of Bread from Wheat 
were allowed to be made and ſold; but the great 
Length of Time which has interyened renders it 
more ditficult than could be wiſhed to explain all the 
Particulars relating to them: I ſhall therefore con- 
_ fine myſelf to the Three following Sorts ; via. Waſtell 
Bread, Bread, of the Whole Wheat, and Bread 
Treet, 

The Firſt of them, that is to ſay, the Waſtell 


Bread, which was the fineſt of the Three, was to 


weigh as much again as the Bread Treet, which was 
the coarſeſt,; and the Bread of the whole Wheat, 
which was the Middle Sort, was to weigh Three- 
fourths of the Bread Treet, And, by the Aſſiae 
Table in the ſaid Act, when Wheat was at Twelve 
Pence per Quarter, the following Quantities of the 

6 Three 
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Tant forts: df Bred: befacomentioned were to be 


eget: 

of; pisrA0-t2 95itT 4} 7 28-] 4 r. | g 

-i aft ail; “ me Po weigh. 

7 531270 , n at 13 1 65. z. or. 

Waun Bins: eka Farting, 6 16 o 
mater Whole Whea, of ditto — 10 7 0 

Bop," 8 nn "oF 12 '© 


1250 642.5 
And as aa epetliy 5 When dd x Baker; 
© ih every Quarter of Wheat (as is proved by the 
„King's Bakers); may gain Four Pence and the 
{© Bran, and Two Loaves for Advantage.” 80 that, 
admitting theſe Two Loaves to be Farthing Loaves, 
which is the only Sort mentioned in the Act, the 
Bread produced from a Quarter of Wheat at that 
Time (computing from the Bread of the Whole 
Wheat, was 517 Pounds 6 Ounces Troy; which is 
equal to 426 Pounds 1 Ounce, 12 Drams, Avoirdu- 
pois, and eames out at the Rate of 53 Pounds 4 
Oances of Bread from a Buſhel of Wheat. 

lt appears farther,” that the Aſſize of Bread was 
direRed to be ſet from the: Middle Price of Wheat: 
And, 4s it informs us, that the Bakers would gain 
the Bran, and takes Notice of their Bultel (or Bolt- 
ing) among their Charges, it is evident, that they 
dreſſed their own Flour, and, except the Grinding, 
were the ſole Manuſacturers of Wheat into Bread. 

This Statute contitued in Force for the long Term 
of Pive Hundred Years and upwards, or till the Year 


1 1709, 


25 n 
1709, which was in the Eighth Year of the Reiga bf 
Qucen Arne; when it was repealed; and «new one 
made for regulating the Aſſize and Price of Bread; the 
Preamble whereof ſets forth, ** that the before-mett-- 
tioned Act of Henry the Third was exprefled in 
Terms ſo obſcure and impracticable in thoſe Tunes 
that many Doubts and Difficulties did: daily ariſo in 
the Conſtruction thereof; whereby little or no Ob. 
ſervance had in many Places been made, either of 
the due Aſſize, or reaſonable Price of Bread; and 
that covetous and evil-minded People, taking Ad- 
vantage of the fame, had, for their own Gain and 
Lucre, deceived and oppreſſed her Majefty's Sub- 
jects, and more eſpecially the poorer Sort of People” 
By this Act of the Eighth of Queen Anne, only 
Three Sorts of Bread were retained and allowed to.be 
made and fold, viz. White, Wheaten, and Houſe- 
hold; which were to weigh, in Proportion to each 
other as follows; viz. the White, which was the 
fineſt, was to weigh half as much as the Houſehold, 
which was the coarſeſt; and the Wheaten, which 
was the Middle Sort, was to weigh Three-fourths as 
much as the Houſehold : Which ſaid. Proportions | 
correſpond exactly with thoſe which the Waſtell 
Bread and Bread 'Treet, and the Bread of the Whole 

Wheat, under the Act of the 8 iſt of _ the Third, 

were to bear to each other. | % 
And the Magiſtrates, upon the crring the AMze 
under this Act of Queen Anne, were empowered. to 
make a reaſonable Allowance to the Bakers, for their. 
Charges, 
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Charges, Pains, and Livelihoods ;. and the Aſſize- 
Tablg r fo formed as that the Quantity of Bread, 
which a Buſhel of Wheat was calculated to produce, 


would yield the Bakers the - Market-Price of the 


Buſhel of Wheat, and likewiſe the Sum allowed by 
the Magiſtrates for their Charges, Pains, and Live- 


* 


2 This will appear very plain, by ftating the Aſſize 
of read to be ſet at London, under the faid Act, 
from Wheat and Baking, at Six Shillings per Buſhel; 


The Boker . - D* | Per Coura - - c 

8 | „ 4 2. d. 
To Wheat One Buſhel - 4 6 | By 2 Twelve Penny Leaves of 
To Bakers Al'owance on ditto, White Bread, of 5 1b. 122. 

from the Magiſtrates — 1 6 $ dr. each + - or, 4; » 
KM | \ By 2 Twelve Penny Loaves of 
al Wheaten Bread, of $1b. 1 102 

| Tad, 2» 
— ; By z Twelve Penny Loaves of 
Houſchold Bread, at 111b. 

gor. 6dr, each - - _— WW 

3 * 

ien „ | — 


125 thefaid Statewill-alſo prove, that the Weight 
vf Bread which the Bakers were required to deliver 
to the Public, from a Buſhel of Wheat, under the 
laid Act, was 52 * 202. viz, 


Fr 


elde Ib, oz. dr. 


Two Shillings worth of White Bread 11:4 9 
Two Shillings worth of Wheaten Do. 17 6 2 


Tuo ehilipgs worth of Houſehold Do. 23 2 12 


et 11538 7p) 


. 2 
And 


v 
: 
* 
I 
A 
; 
} 


- 


-— 
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And any other Article of Wheat and Babingin che 
Affize-Table, will, __ mem aut er 
the like Proof. u He gaps 
| But this Act had one capital Defect ; in it Nich 
was, that it did not require the Affite of Biesd to 
be ſet from the Middle Price of Wheat” which 
ſeems the more extraordinary, as it was expreſſly 
enjoined by the Statute of the 51ſt of Hoitys the 
Third, which immediately preceded it: ' And the 
Want of ſuch a Reſtriction left, the Magiſtrates at 
Liberty to ſet the Aſſize of Bread from the higheft 
Price of Wheat; and it has been publicly aſſerted, 
that they actually ſet the Aſſize in that Manner. 
However, with this Defe& in it, the Act con- 
tinued in Force till the Year 1757, which was in the 
Thirty-firſt Year of the Reign of King George the 
Second; when (with other Acts, continuing or 
amending the fame) it was repealed, and a new one 
made for the regulating the Aſſize of Bread. The 
Preamble of which doth not point out any particular 
Faults in the aforeſaid Act of Queen Anne, but only 
obſerres in general. That it was expedient to re- 
duce into One Act the ſeveral Laws then in force 
relating to the due Making and to the Mtb of 
% Bread ; and to make ſome Alterations and Amend - 
ec ments therein.” And to the Intent therefore, that 
frotn and aſter the 29th of September 1758, a plain 
and conſtant - Rule and Method might be duly ob- 
ſerved and kept, it was Enacted, That only Two 


Sorts of Bread ſhould be made for Sale: viz, Wheaten, 
and 


D 


e 
ut 
ch 
to 
ch 
ly 
he 
he 
at 
eft 


A 


8 7 


he 
or 


One Half Peck Loaf of Dito — 8 11 — 1 — 
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and Houſthdld,: otherwife Brown Bread; and that 


the Hbuſehold ſtould always be old One Foutth 
leſs than the Wheaten. 

This will appear by conſulting the Allie Table 
in any one Article of the Price of the Buſhel of 
Wheat and Baking; by which it will alſo be ſeen, 
that the Quantity or Weight of Bread required to be 
delivered to the Public, by the Bakers, from a 
Buſkel of Wheat, Mincheſter Meaſure, by this Act, 
is 52 Pounds'2 Ounces, calculating One Half thereof 
to be Wheaten and the other Half Houſehold. 

For inſtance : When the Price of Wheat and Ba- 
king is 7 Shillings, One Peck and a Half of Wheaten 
and One Peck and a Half of Houſehold Bread under 
this Article, which together will weigh 52 Pounds 2 
Ounces, will pay the Baker the Price of the Buſhel 
of Wheat, and the 18 Pence per Buſhel for the Ma- 
giſtrates Allowance (at London) for his Labour, 
Charges, Livelihood, and Profit; viz. 


Weight Price 
Th. ON, s. 4 


One Peck Loaf of Wheaten Bread 127 6 _ .8 $ 
One Half Peck Loaf of Ditto — 8 11 — 14 
One Peck Loaf of Houſehold Bread 17 6 — 2 - 


— —e— — — — + > — — - 
. —— — > * 


. <— "T0 — 1 — 2 
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And the ſame will appear, as far as Fractions will 
allow, if the Aſſized Bread, under the faid Article 
nn r wn. vir. 3 KN 


* 1 


WHEATEN BREAD. 


. Ih, 08, dr. w. ner 
One 18 Penny Loa; 9 14 7 
One 12 Penny Loaf 6 8 = 12 15 
One 12 Penny Loaf 6 8 4 


. HOUSEHOLD BREAD. 


| Ib. oz. dr. 1b. Oz. af 
One 18 Penny Loaf 13 — 9 
0% 6 6 17 


One 12 Penny Loaf 8 11 
One 12 Penny Loaf 8 11 1 | 
Pence 84 or Seven Shillings 53 3 10 


| ͤ — 


And the Aſſize of Bread under this Act is ordered 
to be ſet from the Middle Price of Wheat, and the 
Magiſtrates are empowered, as they were under the 


8th of Queen Anne, upon ſetting the Aſſize, to add 


ſuch a Sum to the Price of the Buſhel of Wheat "as, 
they ſhall deem ſufficient for the Bakers' Charges, 
Labour, Pains, Livelihood, and Profit. 

In the Year 1768, it was contended, that this 
Statute of the 31ſt of George the Second was leſs be- 
neficial to the People than that of the 8th of Queen 


Anne, 
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Ane, and a Committee of the honourable the Houſe 
of Commons were appointed to enquire into the Laws 
relating to the Aſſize of Bread; but no Alterations 
were made in them, in PEI of the Delibe- 
rations of this Committee. 

The Dearneſs of Corn in the Year 1772 occafioned 
His Majeſty, out of His paternal Goodneſs and 
Compaſſion, to fignify to both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment, That He was perſuaded, their Attention would 
not be wanting, as far as human Wiſdom would ad- 
mit, to alleviate the Diſtreſſes of the Poor; ind-that 
they could not gratify him more than by calling 
upon Him for his Concurrence in whatever might 
contribute to the Welfare and Happineſs of His 
People. In Conſequence of which, a Committee of 
the, honourable the Houſe of Commons was again 
appointed, to examine into the Laws relating to the 
Aſſize of Bread: And upon their Report, an Act 
was paſſed in that Seffion, by which a Middle Sort 
of Bread (ſimilar to the Wheaten Bread under the 
Act of the 8th of Queen Anne was reſumed, under 
the Name of Standard Wheaten Bread, which was to 
be made of the Flour of Wheat, that, without any 
Mixture or Diviſion, was to be the whole Produce 


of the Grain, the 'Bran or Hull excepted, and to 
weigh Three-Fourth Parts of the Wheat from which 


it ſhould be made; and the ſaid Bread was to be 
ſold at One-Eighth Partileſs than the Wheaten Bread 


in the aforeſaid Act of the 3 iſt of George the Second, 


or One "Eighth more than the Houſehold Bread in 
2 that 


— — * A — 1 : — — m 1 
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that Act. And the Weight of Standard Whesten 
Bread, which is required to be delivered to the 
Public from a Buſhel of Wheat, as Fifty-two Pounds 


. Two-Ounces. - 
Upon a Review of the fond: At before men- 


| tioned, the Weight of Bread which the Bakers Were 
by them reſpectively required to deliver to the Pub- 


lic, from a Buſhel of Wheat, appears to be as _ 
lows: * 41 


— 


„ _ 


| Weight of Bread, 
| Avoirdupois, from a 
Under 2 Buſhel of Wheat. 
lb. OZ. | dr. 
— — — — — 
51ſt Henry III. 2 $1 2 2 
8th Queen u 52 [2 ] © 
37ſt George II. Iz» 2 0 
13th of His preſerit Ma- &Þ 3-58: f 
1 2 85 52 = ans, * 


Iv, 


Whenee it may be obſerved, that the Bakers 
were notFequired, by the Act of Henry the Third, 


to deliver ſo nch Bread from a Buſhel of Wheat 
as they have beetiabliged to do by the Acts that 


have been made: fipes: Yet it is plain (as is humbly 


apprehended) that a Buſhd of Wheat, at the time 


of | making the fuer ] Henry the Third, did pro- 


ird, 
heat 


ably 


time 


pro- 
luce 
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duce more Bread than Fifty-two Pounds Two 


Ounces, which is the Quantity the ſubſequent Acts 


have required to be delivered to the Public. And, 
perhaps, the Perſons who framed the Acts of the 
Eighth of Queen Anne, and the Thirty-firſt of George 
the Second, by not requiring more than Fifty- two 
Pounds Two Ounces of Bread from a Buſhel of 
Wheat, might have ſome View to the Two Laaves 


for Advantage, which (together with the Bran) the 


Act of the 3 ift of Henry the Third expreffly ſays 


they would gain upon every Quarter of Wheat, more 


than by the Aſſize-Table they were 2 to de- 
liver to the Public. 


But whether this Surmiſe be well-ounded or pang 
is not very material: for, it is very certain, that the 
Hour from a Buſhel of Wheat will, on an Average, 


produce more Bread than Fifty-two Pounds Two 
Ounces. It is not intended, however, to draw any 
Inference thence to the Prejudice of the Bakers. 
The Laws have always conſidered them as the ſole 


Agerits to the Public for the manufacturing of Wheat 


into Bread, and at the ſame Time taken all imagi- 
nable Care that they ſhould not ſuffer, but, on the 
contrary, ſhould be at all Times ſufficiently paid for 
working for the Community. For, if Wheat be ever 


ſo dear, they are ſure to be paid the Market Price 


of it, in the Price of the Bread. And in that Price 
they alſo receive the Magiſtrates Allowance, which 
not only includes a Reimburſement of the Charges 
. Pte: and 8 the Wheat into Flour, but 

2 4 of 
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of all other Charges of manufacturing it into Bread, 
and a Conſideration likewiſe for their Pains; .Labour, 
Livelihood, and Profit. And as the Afſize of Bread 
is liable to be altered, whenever the Price riſes or 
falls Three Pence in a Buſhel, this Circumſtance 
renders it needleſs for them to employ: large Capi- 
tals, and ſecures them from being injured from the 
Fluctuation of Markets, unleſs they will lay-in large 
Stocks of Wheat upon Speculation, which this Va- 
nation of the Aſſize is evidently 8 to proven 
and render r g 


In br to retuder this Matter the more plain, I 
have endeavoured, by the State or Account marked 
(a), in the Appendix, to ſhew how the Caſe would 
ſtand with the Baker at London, if he were to buy 
his Wheat, and bolt it into Flour, and bake and ſell 
Wheaten and Houſehold Bread, under the Act of 
the Thirty-firſt George the Second, at the preſent 
Aſſize of Bread at London, which is ſet from Wheat 
and Baking at Six Shillings and Six Pence per Buſhel. 


And by another Account, marked (b) in the Ap- 
pendix, I have endeavoured to ſhew the like with 
reſpect to Standard Wheaten Bread, under the Act of 
the "Thirteenth of His — 3 


"Aud it is humbly apprebended that it will appear 
from the ſaid Accounts, that if the Bakers were to 
carry on their Buſineſs according to the Tenor and 

= | Deſign 
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Deſign of the Laws; that is, by | purchaſing of 
Wheat, and dreſſing it into Flour, which was the 
Method in many People's Memory, they might fur- 
niſh the Public with good and genuine Bread, of the 
reſpective Sorts required by the ſaid Acts, and be 
paid what the Legiſlature deſigns they ſhould receive 
for their Pains, Labour, Livelihood, and Profit. 


But the Millers (who, till within theſe late Years, 
had no other Part, from Time immemorial, in the 
manufacturing of Wheat into Bread, than the grind- 
ing the Wheat into Meal for the Bakers) are now for 
the moſt Part become Purchaſers of Wheat, and 
Dreſſers of it into Flour, for Sale, upon their own 
Accounts; and as they are not bound by Law to 
dreſs Flour of ſuch Sorts as are proper for making 
the reſpective Kinds of Bread required by the Sta- 
tutes now in Force, nor obliged to ſell the Flour 
which they do dreſs, in Proportion to the Market- 
Price of Wheat, the Bakers, who are obliged to buy 
their Flour, of the Mealman, cannot purchaſe. the 
ſame ſo as to enable them to bake and ſell any of the 
Sorts of Bread, required to be made by the ſaid: Sta- 
tutes (except the Wheaten Bread under the Thirty 
firſt of George the Second) and to receive the Magii 
trates Allowance, over and above the Prices which 
they muſt give for their Flour, | 


The Account marked (e) in the Appendix, it is 
apprehended, will make this very clear, with reſpect 
8 Z 3 d 4M 
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to the Act of the Thirty-firſk of George the Second. 


And it is preſumed that the Account, 'marked (d) in 


Ditto, will do the ſame with Regard to the Sau | 


of the Thirteenth of His preſent Majeſty. 


| FF as the Mealman's Profit is a Point which it 


greatly concerns the Community to form an Idea of, 


the Account marked (e) in the Appendix, calculated 
from the preſent Market-Prices of Flour, and Average 
Price of Wheat, according to the preſent Afſize of 
Bread, is humbly er to be a 7200 near 
— thereof. 


When the ſeveral Particulars before mentioned FA 
conſidered, it is preſumed that the Public can be no 
longer at a Loſs to know why ſo little Houſehold 
Bread was made under the Act of the Thirty-firſt of 
George the 8econd: Or why the Expectations of the 
Legiſlature have not been anſwered, with regard to a 
Supply of Standard Wheaten Bread, under the Act 
of the Thirteenth of His preſent Majeſty. 


- 


For the Millers, contrary to the ancient Uſage and 


Cuſtom of the Realm, having ſtepped in between the 
Growers of Corn and the Bakers, and being under no 
Reftraint, by Law, to fell the ſame at ſuch Prices as 


to correſpond with the Market-Price of Wheat, the 
Profits arifing to them in this Buſineſs muſt una- 


voidably occaſion an Increaſe of Expence upon 
W 9 22 the Community in one 
v1 6 4 | | Shape 


a F WW TTT 


Pt 
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Shape or other. And the Way in which this In- 
croaghment on the Bakers Trade has hitherto ope- 
rated has been by depriving the People of the Ad- 
vantage of being furniſhed with the Proportion of 
Houſehold Bread intended by the Legiſlature, 


And it will doubtleſs. be a matter of great Sur- 
prize to the Generality of the People, when they 
come to find what an immenſe Sum this Loſs has 
amounted to: for, if one Fourth Part of the Propor- 
tion of Houſehald Bread ſhould be ſuppoſed ta have 
been made during the Continuance of the Act of the 
'Twenty-firſt of George the Second; yet, under this 
Suppoſition, the Cities of London and Meſtminſter will 
be found, upon a moderate Computation, to have' 
ſuffered (together) the annual Loſs, upon an Average; 
of One Hundred and Thirty-five Thouſand Pounds; 
and the People of the other Parts of England and 
Wales, who are computed to eat Bread made of 
Wheat, the yearly Loſs of Four Hundred Twenty- 
one Thouſand, Eight Hundred and Seventy-five 
Pounds: fo that, within the Space of Sixteen Years, 
which is the Time the ſaid Act has been in Farce, 
the Injury which hath ariſen to the Community by its 
not being complied with, appears, by the State 
marked (f) in the Appendix, to amount in the 
Whole to Eight Millions Nine Hundred and Ten 
Pounds. And what makes it infinitely more ta be 
regretted 1s, that this enormous Sum has, for the 
Ro been forced out of the Pockets of the 

? 24 wor ki ag 
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working and induſtrious Poor, by obliging them to 
purchaſe Wheaten Bread, through the Want of 
Houſehold or brown Bread having been made to 


ſupply them, as was intended by the Legiſlature. 


In order to prevent ſo capital an Evil for the fu- 
ture, it is humbly apprehended, that, if the Bakers 
are to continue under the Neceſſity of buying their 
Flour from the Mealmen, the latter ſhould be obliged 
by Law to dreſs Flour under the ſame Denomina- 
tions as the reſpective Sorts of Bread, directed to be 
made by the Statutes now in Force, and no other ; 
and be alſo obliged to ſell the ſeveral Sorts of Flour 
at certain fixed Prices, to be governed by, and cal- 
culated from, the Market-Price of Wheat, in order 
to enable the Bakers that buy their Flour to make 
and ſell the reſpective Sorts of Bread, according to 
the Prices ſet from Wheat in the Aſſize- Table. 


It is likewiſe apprehended, that the Law ſhould 
deſcribe what Sort of Flour each Sort of Bread ſhould 
be made of; and alſo in what Manner each Sort of 
Flour ſhould be dreſſed: by which Means the Pub- 
lic would know the Quality of the Bread they ought 
to have for their Money, and be enabled to procure 
Redreſs, if impoſed upon therein, as they can do-at 
preſent, if defrauded in W eight, 6A the Help af the 
Aſſize- Table. D uch 


To _—_— this more ry, it is 3 to ob- 


ſerve, 
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ſerve, that the following are the Sorts of Flour that 
rr 
ty vi. 4 5 1 
514 1! e, 1) Houſeholds... 
" 0 Seconds. 
Thirds. 
Middlings. 
Which ſaid Sorts of Flour are dreſſed through the 
different Sorts of Bolting-Cloths following; viz. 


| Dreſſed through 

| The Houſeholds — a 21-Shilling Cloth. 
1 Seconds — an 18-Shilling Cloth. 
- Thirds — Aa 16-Shilling Cloth. 
"nw er — al rn Cloth. 


But as che Ads of Parliament now in Force re- 
quire the under- mentioned Sorts of Bread to be 
made, vix. Wheaten Bread, Standard Wheaten Bread, 
and Houſehold or brot Bread; it is humbly appre- 
hended, that no Flour ſhould be allowed to be ſold 
but under the proper Denominations for making 1 
thoſe Sorts of Bread; that is to ſay, | 
1 50050 For maling i 
Beſt Wheaten Flour = Wheaten Bread. | 
Standard Wheaten Flour - Standard Wheaten Bread. 
Houſehold Flour - Houſehold or brown Bread. 
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And that their reſpective Qualities, and Manner of 
| Dreſſing, 
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Dreſſing, ſhould be afcertained and defcribed, as 
ſhall-be found right by Experiments : and that the 
Nature and Texture of the Bolting-Claths, through 


which it may be found proper the ſaid Sorts of Flour 
ſhould be dreſſed, ſhould: be particularly and clearly 
And as many People have of late come into the 
Method of Dreffing of Flour through Bolting-Ma- 


” © chines nisde of Wire, inftead of Cloths." it will be 


neceſſary alſo to aſcertain the different Degrees of 
Fineneſs the Wirework of ſuch Machines muſt be 
of, to dreſs Flour of the Denominations before men- 
tioned. | 


It is alfo apprehended, that all Millers fhould be 
obliged to grind Wheat for the Bakers, when re- 
quired, at the accuſtomed Toll or Price; and like- 
wiſe for all private Perſons; as it might, among 


other Advantages, revive a Cuſtom of the utmoſt 
Conſequence to the induſtrious labouring People em- 


ployed in Agriculture; who formerly uſed to be ſup- 
plied with Wheat from the Farmers for whom they 
worked, which, being ground at Mill, they after- 


wards dreſſed into Flour through Sieves at Home, 


and baked it into Bread there; by which Means it 
came to them at a much cheaper Rate than buying it 
of the Bakers; or by purchaſing Flour of Mealmen 


or Bakers to bake into Bread themſelves. 
: . Hen, Pelban. 
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AN ACCOUNT. ſhewin ing on what Terms a Baker at 


London (buymg his 


eat) may make and felt 
Wheaten and Houſehold or Brown Bread, under 


the Act of the 31ſt Geo. the 11d, according to 


the preſent Aſſize of Bread ſet at London, 
Died, Fhade an] Dyking, at 65. and 64. per 
el 


. The Magiſtrates Allowance at London to the 
Baker is 18d. on a Buſhel of Wheat; ſo that 
when they ſet the Aſſize of Bread from Wheat 
and Baking at 6s, and 64. fs Buſbel, they 
_ maſt deem the Average arket Ries dt of 
Whcat to be be Baltic, or 405. per 
Quarter: on w ey "Principle the Account 
will ſtand as follows; viz. 


"Tie Bakker —__D*| * Per Contra — | © 
42 14.44 
To 5 Quarters of By Sixty Peck 
cat, at 40s. Lions of Wheat- 
25 Quarter - 10 © © * 1 at 28, 
o the Magiſtrates of each — 7 10 oO 
Allowance to the | Sixty Peck 
Baker for grind- Ledi 
ing and dreſſing, hold Bread, at 15. 
and all other ic. each — 5 10 0 
Charges, and for 
his ains, Live- 
lihood, and Pro- 
fit, at 18 Pence 
fer Buſhel, or 
124. per Quarter 
of Wheat — 30 0 
£1300 £13 O o 
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| Memorandum. The above 120 Peck Loaves are all 

that the Law requires the Baker to deliver, underthe 
Act of 31ft Geo. the IId, from 5 Quarters or 40 
Buſhels of Wheat; and they pay him for his Wheat, 
and the Magiſtrates Allowance of 12 Shillings per 
Quarter for grinding and dreſſing, &c. fo, for his 
Pains, Livelihood, and Profit. 

To this Allowance of 12 Shillings per Quarter 
muſt be added the Value of the Bran and Pollard, 
which at this Time is at leaſt 35. 11 d. per Quarter. 

Beſides this, it muſt be obſerved, that 42 Pounds 
of Flour will make the whole Quantity of Bread re- 
quired to be delivered to the Public from a Buſhel of 
Wheat: So that whatever Quantity of Flour the 
Wheat may yield above 42 Pounds from a Buſhel, 
the Surplus muſt be confidered as an additional 
Profit to the Baker, as it enables him to make a pro- 


portionable Quantity of Bread from a Buſhel of What 


more than the Law requires of him. 

If only Two Pounds and a Quarter of Flour extra- : 
ordinary were to be obtained from a Buſhel of 
Wheat, the Value thereof in Bread at this time would 
be ſomething above 25. on a Quarter of Wheat, 
after deducting Six Pence for every Peck of Bread 
tor the Magiſtrates Allowance to the Baker, 


b). AN 
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G 
AN ACCOUNT ſhewing on what Terms a Baker 
at London (buying his Wheat) may make and ſell 
Standard Wheaten Bread, under the Act of the 
.. 13th. of His preſent Majeſty, according to the 
preſent Aſſize of Bread of Lendon, ſet from Wheat 
and Baking at 6s. 6 d. per Buſhel. 


a N. B. The Magiſtrates Allowance at London to ﬀ 


| the Baker is 15s. 6d. per Buſhel; ſo that | 
when they ſet the Aſſize of Bread from Wheat l 
and Baking at 6s. 6 d. per Buſhel, they muſt ' | 


deem the Average Market-Price of Wheat to 


| | be 5s. = Buſhel, or 40s. per Quarter: On 
ri 


which Principle the Account will ſtand as {if 
ö | follows ; viz. | n 1 
; The Baker | — D' Per Comra — C* 1.4 
1 4 3. d. 1 ö i 
; To 5 Quarters By One hundred {1 
1 Wheat, at 40s. and Twenty Loaves 1 
er — 10 © 0 of Standard Wheat- 1 
. otheMagiſtrates en Bread, at 2s. 2d. . 
l Allowance to the each, being th leſs 1 
| Baker for grind- than the Wheaten f | 
J ing, dreſſing, and Bread under the 1 
c all other Charges, the 31ſt Geo. the {4 
and for his Pains, TId, according to | [1 
1 Livelihood, and the preſent Aſſize 13 0 0 1 
j Profit, at 18 4. 14 
1 per Buſhel, or [8 
124. per Quar- 
ter of Wheat 3 0 o 1 
£1300 4. 13 0 © | 


All morondum 


ä——ñͤ— — — as, on — 
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Memorandum. The above 120 Peck Loaves are all 
that the Baker is required to deliver, under the Act 
of the 13th of His preſent Majeſty ; and they pay 
kim for his Wheat, and the Magiſtrates Allowance 
of 12 Shillings per Quarter, for grinding and dreffing, 
and for his Pams, Livelihood, and Profit. 

To this Allowance of 12 Shillings per Quarter, 
muſt be added the Value of the Bran and Pollard, 
which at this Time is at leaſt 58. 11d.” per Quarter. 

Beſides this, it-is to be obſerved, that 42 Pounds 
of Flour will make the whole Quantity of Bread re- 
quired to be detivered to the Public from a Buſtel 
of Wheat: So that whatever Quantity of Flour the 
Wheat may yield above 42 Pounds from a Buſhel, 
the Surplus muſt be conſidered as an additional Profit 
to the Baker, by enabling him to make a propor- 
tionable Quantity of Bread from a Buſhel of Wheat, 
more than the Law requires of him. J. 

And, if only Two Pounds and a Quarter of Flour 
extraordinary were to be obtained from a Buſhel of 
Wheat, the Value thereof in Bread at this Time 
would be ſomething above 'Two Shillings on a Quar- 
ter of Wheat, after deducting 6 d. for every Peck 
of Bread for the Magiftrates Allowance to the Baker. 


| (c). An 


| 
; 
d 


* 
5 „. % 42S © 3 
5 * +3 od + +» 31% 2 
fu * 
- + 4 s ++ « # 
- 
* 
7 2119 - 31 * 


ER EY f Lg on what | ay a Paker ar 
Londen, (if he is, obhged to purchaſe bis Flour 
can bake and fell Wheaten and Houſehold Bread, 
under the Act of the Thirty-firſt of George II. at 
; the preſent Market · Prices of Fleur, and Afſize of 
| Bread, ſet from Wheat and Baking atSix ane 
and Six Pence, per Buſhel ;, viz. Noa BE. 


1 
© > 


"Tbs be Baker : 8 9 b. N u 18 Ks 2 2 9 
1-4 ai tp tr tn 94 AAS 
& « 4. OG 

To 60 Peck Loaves of, 4 4 
Wheaten Bread, at By $40lb. of Honſeholds, or fineſt 
25.6d.eachaccording Flour, at 40. per Sack 6 © © 
0 7 10 © | By the Baker's Profit - 110 0 

7 10 © L. 7 w 0 
To make 60 Loaves of Houſehold Bre- d. 
To 60 Peck Loaves of By 240 of Houſeholds, 
Houſehold Bread, at at 40s. per Sack 1 14 33 
1: 10d.each,according 215 of Seconds, at | 
tothe above Afﬀize 5 10 © 374. per Sack 1 8 42 @'2 
96 of Thirds, at 3 


34 « per Sack * 11 74 
289 of Middlings, 


At 255. per Sat. 1 5 of 


840 
By the Baker's Profit o 9 1 
5 10 © 5 10 © 


N. B. In the Prices of the above 120 Loaves, are 
included the Magiſtrates Allowance of 'Twelve 
Shillings er Quarter on Wheat, or Ten Shillings 
per Sack on Flour, 
1. el; Memorandum 
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Memorandum. It appears, by the aforegoing Ac- 
count, that the Baker can purchaſe Flour at the pre- 
ſent Market-Price, to make Wheaten Bread, and 
receive the Price ſet thereon by the Aſſize, beſides 
the Magiſtrates Allowance for” his Charges, Fans, 
Livelihood and Profit: 

But that he cannot buy Flour to enable wb: to 
make Houſehold Bread, fo as to receive One Third 
even of the Magiſtrates Allowance, over arid qbove 
the Price he muſt give for the Flour; 

N. B. C. 5. os. 24.4. for 840 Pounds of Flour for 
Houſehold Bread, is at the Rate of 335. 4d. f. 
per Sack of 280 Pounds. | 


FSS 8g. 


* 
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An ACCOUNT, ſhewing on what Terms a Baker 
at London (who 1s obliged to buy his Flour) can 
make and ſell Standard Wheaten Bread, under tha 
Act of the Thirteenth of His preſent Majeſty, at 
the preſent Market-prices of Flour, and Aſſze of 
of Bread, at London, ſet from Wheat and Baking - 
at Six Shillings and Six Pence per Buſhel. 


The Biker — — Dr. Po Contr —— — ʒꝓL— Gr" 
6. 4 13 

To 120 Peck By 1,680 Pounds, or 6 Sacks of 280 

Loaves of Stan- Pounds each, of Flour (being the 

dard Wheaten Propottion to make 120 Peck 

Bread, at 27. Loaves of Bread, at the Rate of x 

ad. each, ac Pounds of Flour to a Peck Lnaf) 

cording to the the ſeveral Sorts, Quantities, and 

above Afﬀize 13 © ©] Prices, d. {.ribed in the aforegoing 


Whichbeing thrown together, com- | 
poſe the Whole Flour of the Wheat, 


By tle Bakbr's Profit — — 1 104 


2. — — — 


4 1306 £-13 0 0 


Memorandum. 120 Peck Loaves of Bread are all 
that the Baker is required by Law to deliver from 
Five Quarrers of Wheat, or 1, 680 Pounds of Flour. 
But it 1s plain, from the foregoing Account, that the 
Baker cannot buy 1,680 Pounds of the Whole Flour 
of the Wheat, or Standard Wheaten Flour, at the 
prefent Market Prices, on ſuch Terms as to receive 
the Magiſtrates Allowance for Baking, over and 
above the Price he muſt give for the Flour : For, in- 
ſtead of C. 3. he will receive only C. t. 195. 10d. J. 

A 2 (e). A 


* 
n , * 
939 4 _ 
( ). . 12 
1 
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'A COMPUTATION of the Mealman's Profit, at 
the preſent Market Prices of Flour at London, 
and tne Average Market Price of Wheat, accord- 


ing to the preſent Aſſize of Bread. 


N. B. The Magiſtrates Allowance at un to 
the Baker is One Shilling and Six Pence on a 
Buſhel of Wheat; and as the preſent Aſſite of 

Bread is ſet from Wheat and Baking as Six 
Shillings and Six Pence per Buſhel, they muſt 
deem the Average Price of Wheat to be 58. per 
Buſhel, or 408. per Quarter: On which Princi- 
Ple the Account will ſtand as follows; viz. 


The Mealman — Dr. 
Lo % a 
To Five Qunarters of 
Wheat, at 40s. per 
Quuner — 10e cs 


To grieding and dreſ- 
— the ſaid Wh: at, 


aarter a 
— Profit $20 'v 


Ih. 
| By 1,ofo of Houſeholds, 


Ce. 


— — 


„„ Contra. 


4 & 4 


or fineſt Flour, 
at 40s. fer Sack 7 14 34 

By - 215 Seconds, at 
3.4. fer Do, 1 8 44 
| By 96 of Thirds, at 
3% per Do. — 1 75 
| By - 289 of Middlings, 
at 258. per Du. 1 5 34 


8 Ry n and Poland 
1 Fiie Quarters of 
—— — tg 7 


fit vg 8 


Qua ter 


| Wheat, at 35. 11d per 
4+ 


\ — — 


N. B., The 
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N. B. The above computation is made upon the 
Suppoſition, that the Produce of Flour is only 336 
Pounds from a Quarter of Wheat, or 42 Pounds 
from a Buſhel; which. laſt Quantity is the Propor- 
tion to make Three Pecks of Bread; which is all 
that the Acts of the 31ſt George the Second, and the 
13th of His pteſent Majeſty, require to be delivered 
from a Buſhel of Wheat. 
But it muſt be obſerved, that Wheat in general 
will yield more than 42 Pounds of Flour from a 


, 
f Buſhel ; and, whatever the Surplus may be, muſt be 
: conſidered as an additional Profit to the Mealman. 
: And if only Two Pounds and a Quarter of Flour 
r extraordinary were to be obtained from a Buſhel of 
* Wheat, the Value thereof at this Time would be 
Two Shillings and Four Pence Farthing upon a 
Quarter of Wheat. 
7 
J 
34 2 
42 | 
7 ' | 
9 jp 
1 
7 ä 4 
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A COMPUTATION of the Loſs, which hath ariſes 
to the Community, by the Proportion of Houſe · 
hold Bread not having been made, that was in- 

tended by the Act of the 3 iſt of George the Second. 


By the faid AR, the Flour from the Wheat, is 
calculated to be made Half into Wheaten, and Half 
into Houſchold Bread ; the latter to be ſold one 

Fourth cheaper than the former. 
| The Cities of London and Weſftminfler are computed 
to conſiſt of 600,000 People; and every Perſon is 
calculated to conſume One Quarter of Wheat in a 
Year in Bread: So that the yearly Conſumption of 
Wheat in the ſaid Cities has been eſtimated at 

600,000 Quarters. | 
By the Afſize-Table in the faid Act, One BuſheF 
of Wheat is computed to produce Three Peck Loaves 
of Bread : Conſequently, a Quarter of Wheat is 
deemed to make 'Twenty-four Peck Loaves of Bread, 
Therefore, 600,000 Quarters of Wheat ſhould 
produce 7,200,000 Peck Loaves of Wheaten, and 
7,200,000 Peck Loaves of Houſehold Bread: And 
as the Allize hath not been Tower upon an Average, 
during the Continuance of the ſaid Act, than 18. and 
11d. for the Peck Loaf Wheaten, and 18. and gd. 
oe the Peck Loaf Houſehold, the Public, from 
O, oo 
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600,000 Quarters of Wheat, a to Have been 
nen 
No. | : „% „„ 


1. Wheaten 9,200,000 at 1 11 8 
Peck Loaves, Houſehold 7,200,000 at 1 5 each 510,000 


© 14,400,000 C. 1,200,000 

It is, however, generally acknowledged, that the 
People have been ſupplied with but very little Houſe- 
hold Bread under that Act: But if it ſhould, for Ar- 
gument ſake, be ſuppoſed, that One Fourth Part of 
the Proportion thereof viz. (1,800,000 Peck Loaves) 
hath been made yearly ; yet, under this Suppoſition 
the Inhabitants of the faid Cities, by being obliged 
to purchaſe 5,400,000 Peck Loaves of Wheaten 
Bread, inſtead of being furniſhed with the remaining 
Three Parts of 7,200,000 Peck Loaves Houſehold 
Bread, will be found to have ſuffered an annual Loſs 


of £.135,000, as per the following Account; uz. 


Aa 2 A COM 
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* * 
. X _ * 


A COMPUTATION of the Expenèe of Bread for | 


One Year, for the n of London and Weſl- 
gur. 1 28 | 


* 
- . 
SS OS © * n = ' * 


| o 


| Peck Loaves. I 7 . 
To 7,200,000 of Wheaten Bread at r 11 690,000 
= Ditto,” pur-] | 


| chaſed for want nt | 
8; f the d * 

To 54,400,000 4 ory rat nr 2 at Ditto 517, 500 
, | hold Bread be- j | 
r * 
of Houſehold) drr 
To 1, 800, ooo] Bre d, 8 at 1 Ss 127, 500 

(to bee. } 20 fi „ 199 


14. 400, | | 2 , > 1,335,000 


— — — 


The ſaid Cities, from 600,000 Queries er N Wo 
of Wheat, ought to have been fur- 

niſhed with 4,200,000 Peck Loaves 

Wheaten, and with Ditto Number 
Houſehold; which, at the above 
- Prices, would have ccme to — _ 1,200,000 


Loſs to theſe Cities, by not being fur- | 
niſhed with the due Proportion of 
Houſehold Bread 

4 


ſs — LE) . — 
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The Reſt of the People of England and Wales, 


who are. computed t to uſe Bread made of Wheat, are 


calculated. to be in Number 3,750,000; and, ſup- 
poſing: them to be circumſtanced like thoſe in Lon» 
don and Weſtminſter, their Loſs, by not being ſup- 
plied with Houſehold Bread, ſtated in the ſame 
Manner as for thoſe Cities, muft have amounted to 
. 843,750 per Annum. 

But, as ſome Farmers, and other Perſons in the 
Country, may probably have their own Wheat 
ground, and dreſs the Flour at Home, and bake 
their own Bread, ſome Abatement of courſe 
ought to be made on that Account; And, in order 
not to exaggerate Matters, let it be ſuppoſed that 
Halt the ſaid 3,750,000 People buy their own 
Wheat, and- bake their own Bread ; which will re- 
duce the Loſs from C. 843,750 to the yearly Sum of 
C. 421,875; and in ſuch Cafe the Total computed 
Loſs to the Community, by not being ſupplied with 
Houſehold Bread, according to the Intention of the 
aforeſaid Act of the 31ſt George the Second, will 
ſtand as follows; viz, 

1 11 


3 aa 4 


368 ArrEXDIx 


„. 


Laſs to the Cities of London and Weft- 

minſter, for 16 Years, at C. 135,000 

per Annum — 2,160, ooo 
Loſs to the People of the other Parts of 
© England and Wales, for 16 Years, at 5 

{+ 421,875 per Aunum — 6,750,000 


Total 1. 8,910,000 


— k Ü — 


— 


I. 


EXPERIMENTS made by T. Farrer, Eſquire, 
Layton-Stone, Eſſex. | 


_ 


Three Quarters Wheat, which, according to the 
preſent Method of dreſſing for Wheaten Bread, 
produce 60 Peck Loaves. | 


I 773. | | 14. 
23d March. 3 Qrs. Wheat coſt 55s. per Qr. 8 
Charges to the Mill, xs. per Qr. © 

Grinding and Dreſſing, 35.perQr. © 
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5 C. qrs. Ib. 
we- ee „0e produced 10 1 8 Flour. 
2 1 14 Bran. 


929 "By Grinding and Dreſſing o 1 20 > Waſte, 


| Weight of the Wheat _ — 13 © 14 
being at 61 4 Pounds per Buſhel. 


— 


Peck 
Loaves. 


Now the above 10 C. 1 qr. Slb. | : 
Houfchold Flour, at 14 Pounds + 82 8 Pounds: 
to the Peck Loaf, oy 


So dat in 3 Quarters of Wheat there is gained, 
in Aid of the Conſumption of Bread, 22 Peck 
Loaves and 8 Pounds. 


Three Quarters of Wheat, which, according. to the 
preſent Method of Dreſſing for Wheaten Bread, 
render 60 Peck Loaves, 


1772. C. 5. 

zoth March. 4 Qro Wheat cot h. per Qr. 7 10 
Charges to the Mill, Drefling, 

and Grinding — — © 12 


£.8 2 
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C. qro. Ib, 
The abore Wheat produced g 3 10 Flour. 
. 2 1 14 Bran. 


E081. 0j Sail: C0 o 1 20 Waſte, 


Weight of the Wheat, — 12 2 16 
at 59 * per Buſhel. 


Peck 
Loaves. 


Now the above 9.C. -3 qrs.. rolb. | 
Houſehold. Flour, at 14 Pounds to 78 10 Pounds 
the Peck Loaf, render | 


So that in 3 Quarters of Wheat, at * Pounds _ 
Buſhel, there is gained, in Aid of the Conſumption 
of Bread, 18 Peck Loaves and 10 jo Found, 7 


* . 5 


* . I — 


Queen Anne's Wheaten Bread, produced at the ho- 
nourable Houſe of Commons, by Thomas Farrer, 
I 5th November, 17727. | 

Made from Two Buſhels of Meal, weighing | 


112 Pounds, 
Which produced, | 

Flour 89 Pounds. 
Bran 21 Pounds. 
| Wafte 2 Pounds. 

| — 112 

Peck 

Loaves. 


The 112 Pounds, Queen Anne's 


Wheaten Bread, render, at «| 6 5 Pounds, 
Accarding 


Pounds the Peck, — 
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According to the preſent Mode of Drefling the 
Wbeaten . . | 

— gained, in Aid of the Conſumption 
of Bread, in Two Buſhels Queen Anne's Wheaten 
Flour, which is the true Wan Flour, 1 Peck 
win 1 i 


K 
* .* - 


NARRATIVE of Wessen and Alan, 
by Sir —_ 2 Laax, Baronet. 5 


1 N Purſuance of the Act of Parliament 
paſſed the laſt Seſſion, empowering Juſtices of the 
Peace, and other proper Magiſtrates, to prohibit, 
for a limited Time, any Bread to be made of a finer 
Quality than that which was, in the Act, called 
Standard Wheaten ; the Juſtices of the Peace for the 
County of Devon, and the Magiſtrates of the County 
of the City of Exeter, reſolyed to iſſue a Prohibition 
in Purſuance of the ſaid Act; and, at the laſt M- 
chaehnas Quarter Seſſions, gave the neceſſary Orders 
accordingly ; which Orders have been carried into 
Execution, jad enforced from Time to Time, ever 


ſince. 
x 47 2. 5 The 
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The extenfive County of Devon, though uni · 
verſally a Corn Country, and for the moſt Part oſ it 
well cultivated, being entirely an encloſed Country, 
except in the neighbourhood of the Foreſts or Moun- 
tains of Ex-Moer and Dartmoor, is, notwithſtanding, 
All fupplied with Flour ; the Number of Meal Men, 
Flour Men, and Flour Mills, bcing but few, ſot 
particylar Reaſons ; ſo that a great Part of the Corn 
grown within the County is exported to the Counties 
whence they are ſupplied with Flour ;-chiefly Hamp- 
Hire and the /e of Wight. The Sorts of Flour ſup- 
plied thence, at the Time of the Magiftrates iſſuirg 
the above Orders of Seſſions, were what is called 
Firfts, Seconds, Thirds, with ſorne Middtings. Upon 
iſſuing thoſe Orders, the Bakersand others, through; 
dut the County, directed their Correſpondents to 
ſend them only the Flour proper for making the 
Standard Wheaten Bread, except ſuch Flour as was 
till wanted for Penny and wopenny Loaves, which 
were ſtill allowed: Theſe Directions were complied 
with, and, in conſequence of them, the Flour ſent 
was of the Sort called Firfts, and what was called by 
the Name of Pariiament Flour, which turns out to 
be a Sort nearly correfponding to Seconds though. 
ſomething inferior, but much ſuperior to Thirds. 

Thus the County was ſupplied with proper Flour,. 
in Obedience to the Order of Seffions. Another 
Conſequence ſoon. followed: The Millers and. Flour 
Men within the County changed their Bolting-Cloths.. 
At the Time of making the Order, the Bolting- 

6 Cloths, 
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Cloths, at the ſeveral Flour Mills, were chiefly of 
the Sorts which were fold at Exeter for 165. 185; 208, 
215. 225, and as far as 245.; the general Run was 
about 215. Immediately upon the Orders being iflued, 
theſe Cloths were changed for 143. Cloths, which were 
found to be the Cloths that would the neareſt give the 
Flour which ſhould weigh Three Fourths of theBuſhel 
of Wheat without any Mixture, or other Diviſion: 'TLe 
other Cloths were laid afide, and have continued ſo ever 
fince. The Cloths thus adopted, inſtead. of the for- 
mer, were likewiſe found to contain by the Warp 
and Woof about 30 Threads by 3a in an Inch ſquare. 
With theſe Cloths, the Millers and Flourmen, in 
general, dreſſed the Flour ready for the Uſe of the 
Bakers, in Compliance with the Order of Seffion ; 
but in ſome Parts it was not regarded. 

At Cbriſtmas, 1773, the Magiſtrates of the Cary 
af Devon, and of the County of the City of Exeter, 
renewed their former Order ; at which time the fol- 
lowing Experiment was made at Eſcott, in Prefence 
of Three Juſtices of the Peace, a Miller, who kept 
a Flour Mill, a Baker, and a Farmer; and it was 
intended to try what Sort of Bread would be made, 
in purſuance of the Act of Parliament, and what 
Quantity of Flour might be produced from a Buſhet 
of Wheat, dreſſed in a proper Cloth, purſuant to the 
Order of Seſſion. 

A Buſhel of Wheat was taken from ſome Tithe - 
Corn. grown in the Neighbourhood, and collected 
in Kind; which, ng the mixed Produce of ſeveral 

Sorts 


5. Wbt 


Sotts of Land, was choſen as the fair Teſt of de 
Produce of the Crop: The Buſpel of Corn, being 
Eight Gallons, weighed 89 Pounds 8 Ounces, (7 roy). 
After being weighed, it was ſent to the Mill to be 
ground: and, in order to have the full Weight, the 
Miller was paid in Money for his Toll. N. B. The 
uſual Price for grinding a Buſhel of Wheat there 
was 4d.; but, in order to encourage the Miller to 
do Juſtice, he had 6d. given hit. The Corn, 
thus ground, was returned back with little or no 
Waſte that could be perceived, at leaſt none to any 
Amount: It was then dreſſed through a 147. Cloth 
or Sieve; and the Produce in Flour, excluſive of the 
coarſe Pollard and Bran, was exactly 44 Pounds 
10 Ounces, being Three Fourths of the Weight of 
the Buſhel of Wheat, or very near it. 

This 44 Pounds 10 Ounces of Flour was then 
made up into Nough, mixing with it Water, Salt, 
and Yeaſt; and the Dough was baked. into Feur 
Loaves, as nearly equal in Weight as poſſible : and 
the Whole Flour, thus being made into Dough, be- 
ing ſuffered to ferment, and riſe, by the Ingredients 
mixed with it, was found to weigh, before baking, 
nearly 70 Pounds: after baking, the Dough, thus 
formed into Bread, was decreaſed in its Weight 
again, fo that the Four Loaves of Bread weighed ex- 
actly the ſame Weight as the whole Buſhel of Corn 
before it was ground. 

N. B. In making the Dough, a Quart of good 
Yeaſt was uſed, and a proper quantity of Salt and 

Water. 


Bread cannot be alcertained, without the Concur- 


Water. It is like wie bbſervable, that, the better the 
Quality of the Corn or Flour, m more — _ 


be uſedl to make the Dough. 4 
The Bread produced by this INTEL was an 


. 'exceeding good, white, pleaſant, and nutritious, 


Bread; and, what is remarkable, kept longer and 
better than the common Sort 1 Bread * of . 


Baker. 


After this, the Gar Flour and Pollard, or Nas 
weighing 14 Pounds 10 Ounces, was, out of Curio- 
ſity, dreſſed again, and reduced to ſomething more 
than 9 Pounds, leaving nothing but the plain - Bran: 
This coarſe Flour being likewiſe made into Dough, 
and baked,' produced a Loaf of Bread, weighing 
about 13 Pounds 8 Ounces ; and the Bread produced 
by this Experiment was a very good brown Bread, 
though coarſe. 

N. B. The Miller ſaid, That the Bran which re- 
mained was worth about 44. at the Country 
Market. 

From theſe Experiments it certainly appeared, 
That the Standard Wheaten Bread, made of Flour 


dreſſed through a 14-Shilling Cloth, is an exceeding 
good, vholeſome, and nutritious, Bread; much fuperior 


to what is commonly uſed by the poorer Claſſes of 
People in moſt Towns and Cities, and even than in 


the City of London, and far beyond what is ann by 


the Poor People in the Country. 
It likewiſe appeared, That the Standard Wheaten 


rence 
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fence of the Miller and Flourman, a wo. as 
Baker. 

It likewiſe appeared, 8 was . by the 
Experience of the Gentlemen preſent, and confel. ed 
by the Miller who attended the Experiments, That 
& greater Proportion of the real Produce of a Buſhel 
of Corn was rendered applicable to the Purpoſe of 
Food than any other Way; and the Miller, in 
particular, ſaid, That he had not had occaſion co 
buy ſo much Corn, by one Half, ſince the Order of 
Seſſion, which had then continued from Michaelmas 
to Chriſtmas, to ſupply the ſame Nuniber of Cuſ- 
tomers, as he did before. 

It likewiſe appeared, That the Baker, or even any 
poor Perſon, might, by the Aſſiſtance of a Sieve 
made of a Fourteen-Shilling Cloth, obtain a Flour 
fit to make the Stardurd Wheaten Bread, if they could 
but oblige or prevail on the Miller to grind the 
Corn; there being no Difficulty in the Proceſs. 
Indeed it likewiſe appeared, upon Enquiry, That 
the Generality of the poorer Sort of People, in that 
Part of the Kingdom, did, when they could, get 
their Corn ground at the Griſt Mills, and then 
dreſſed the Whole through a Cloth, or Sieve, which 
did not divide, or ſeparate, above Eight Pounds of 
coarſe Pollard and Bran from the Buſhel, and thus 
made a good Brown Bread; and, if the Uſe of Hand- 
Mills were eftabliſhed, this would be more practiſed 
in the Country. 


en 


It 


It lirewiſe appeared, that any given Quantity. of 
Flow d. in general, gain One Fourth of its Weight 

pon beuig made into Bread: ſo that a Flour weigh- 
ke Three Fourths of a Buſhel of Corn will bake into 
u cy the Weight of the whole Buſhel ; and Flour, 
ich weighs little more than Half the Buſhel of 
Coru, will make into Bread which will weigh Three 
our*h3 of the Buſhel: ſuppoſing, therefore, the 
„el of Corn to weigh (as it may fairly be ſtated 
o do) about Sixty Pounds, Forty-five Pounds Weight 
Flour will make juſt Sixty Pounds Weight of 
read ; and about Thirty-four Pounds Weight of 
our will make juſt Forty-five Pounds Weight of 
read; and fo in Proportion for any greater or leſs 
uantity, ſuppoſing the Bread to be made of Standard 
tour, that is, of Flour being the whole Produce of 
Corn. Thus too it appears, that if a Buſpel of 
tn weighs Sixty Pounds, and the Price is Forty 
hillings per Quarter, that is exactly One penny per 
ound; and, if Standard Wheaten Bread were then 
old for One Penny per Pound, likewiſe Forty-five 
ounds Weight of Flour, made into Bread, would 
actly produce the Value of the Buſhel, or Quarter, 
pf Corn, with a very conſiderable Profit to the Miller 
d Baker. 


Upon the Whole, the Proceedings of the County 
of Devon and City of Exeter, followed ſince by other 
ounties, prove clearly, that, in Times of Scarcity 


Vr Dearneſs of Corn, it may be extremely proper for 
B b the 
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the Magiſtrates to enforce the Uſe of the Standard 
Wheaten Bread; and that they ſhould be required in 
ſuch Caſes to enforce it : but this cannot be enforced 
without putting the Miller, Mealman, and Flourman, 
under proper Regulations ; who, for want of it, have 
ſtood between the Bounty of Heaven and the poor 
Conſumer ; nor is there the leaſt Doubt but the Loſs 
to the People thereby, in Food and Treafute, has 
been exceedingly great. 'The Experiments, as above 
related, tend likewiſe to ſhew, that the Flour may be 
aſcertained, and the Bread made, with very great 
Eaſe and Advantage to private Families, and with 
very ſufficient Profit and Encouragement both to 
Miller and Baker ; but that it is unjuſt to the Baker 
to leave him, as he is at preſent, at the Mercy of the 
Miller, by a partial Regulation ; and that the Pro- 
viſions of the late Act of Parliament cannot com- 
pletely benefit the Conſumer, without extending them 
to the Miller, Meal man, and e as * as to 
the Baker. 


L. Ex- 


D 
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EXPERIMENTS and OBSERVATIONS on Flour: 
and Bread, delivered to the Committee by Dr. 
. Jroing. e | 


To grind Wheat into Flour with the greateſt 
Advantage, the Mill-ftone ſhould make about Sixty ' 
Revolutions in a Minute: if faſter, the Stones ac- 
quire too much Heat, and give a burnt Taſte to the 
Meal: if flower, a Part of it adheres firmly to the 
Bran or Huſk, and cannot be ſeparated in the Bolting, 


_ Flour, when kept ſome Time, evaporates a Part bf 
its Moiſture, becomes leſs adhefive and clammy, 
loſes ſomewhat of its agreeable Tafte, and imbibes a 
greater Portion of Water in the making of it into 
Dough : the Bread of it appears ſmoother in the 
Cutting, whiter in the Grain, dries ſooner, and be- 
comes more crumbly, than the Bread of new Flour. 
Theſe Reaſons induce the Baker to prefer old Flour 
to new in the making of Bread. 


The Yeaſt of Porter does not raiſe Bread fo per- 
fectly as that produced from Small Beer; beſides, it 
is very bitter to the Tafte : the Biker, therefore, in 
London, inſtead of ufing a ſufficient Quantity of 

B b 2 Yeait 
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Yeaſt for the leavening of his Bread, mixes only a 
ſmall Portion of it with Flour and Water, made to 
the Confiſtence of a Syrup, called Spunge ; which, 
when fermented, is added to the Flour ; and, being 
worked up together into Dough, the whole Maſs is 
ſuffered to ferment. 

This Method, however, of leavening the Dough, 
is by no Means ſo good as that in which Yeaſt only 
is uſed; as it gives the Bread a ſour Taſte, frequently 
perceptible in that of London. I find by Experi- 
ment, that Three Pounds and a Half of Flour, kept 
a Year in a dry Place, requires Two Pounds of Water 
to make it into Dough, and loſes in the baking into 
Bread Ten Ounces; but from the variable Age, Dry- 
neſs, and Quality, of the Flour, with the indetermi- 
nate Degrees of Kneading and Baking, it is impoſſi- 
ble to aſcertain the exact Proportion of Water in all 
Caſes; nor is any uniform Proportion ever obſerved 
by the Bakers. | 


Flour made from heated or damaged Corn does not 
thoroughly mix with Water, ſo as to form a perfect 
Dough, unleſs a ſmall Portion of Alum be added. 
In this Caſe, the Baker is induced to uſe it; as he 
may be likewiſe when the Water with which he 
makes the Dough is very muddy; Alum having the 
Property of purifying it. I find, however, by the 


Experiment of diſſolving the Salt from Bread by 


Water, and adding to the Solution an Alcali (which 
I would 
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would diſcover the Earth of Alum by Precipitation), 
that the Bakers in Londen: very ſeldom uſe Alum ; 
but ſubſtitute hard Pump Water, with an extraor- 
dinary Quantity of common Salt; which, in ſome 
Meaſure, anſwer their Purpoſe, in ne 
2 Flour. 


Flour or Bread, freed of its Salt, being burnt in 
a Crucible, leaves behind only a very ſmall Portion 
of Earth; but if Chalk, Lime, Whiting, Bone Aſh, 
or any calcareous Subſtance, be mixed with either, 
theſe foreign Ingredients will remain unconſumed in 
the Crucible, and the ef _ be perfectly 
aſcertained. | ns 

The Mixture of theſe 8 with Flour or 
Bread may alſo be diſcovered, by adding Spirit of 
Salt well diluted with Water; and their Quantity 
known by Precipitation with a fixt Alcali. The fol- 
lowing Experiments were made with a View of af. 
certaining theſe Facts: 


EXPERIMENT TI. 


One Pound of fine Flour, burnt in a Crucible, left 
behind Twenty-eight Grains of Earth; of which 
Nineteen were ſandy Matter; the Remainder ſolu- 
ble in an Acid. 


EX- 
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_ " EXPERIMENT" n. _> _=— p 
One Pound of Bread of a Quartern Loaf, freed of 
its Salt by Water, and treated in the ſame Manner, 
gave Forty-three Grains; of which Twenty. nine of 
were _ Mater; the reſt ſolubk by an Acid. * 


1 1 


1 


1 Wm. 
1 | 
eee Spirit of Salt, ſuß 
an diluted, with diſtilled Water, gave ſcarce 


= erben of Earth, his adding a _ Alcali. 


3 wein * K en Trial ned 
Times repeated, with Flour and Bread procured in 
many Parts of London and Weſtminfter, the Reſult 
was nearly the ſame; except that coarſe Flour and 
Bread contained a few Grains more of earthy Matter. 
It evidently appears, therefore, that no Frauds were 
practiſed in the above Samples, 


The Defects of the . Bread ſeem to be OW- 
ing to the following Cauſes: 


— — —— — — — — — 
- 


- 1ſt. The Uſe of old Flour in Preference to new; 
waich gives the Bread a leſs ſavoury Taſte, 


2d. 


re 
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2d. The employing Spunge inſtead of Yeaſt; 
which generally gives a ſour, unpalatable 'Tafte to 
the Bread. 


pron — | 
3d. Not kneading it ſufficiently, but, in Place | 

of that Labour, uſing too great a Quantity of Wa- 

ter; which makes the Bread heavy and unpleaſant. 


Charles Irving. 


FINIS. 


